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JUST 12 weeks into the 
Navy, and these new artiti- 
cer recruits spent part of 
the last two of them learn- 
ing to dance the hornpipe 
for the Second Sea Lord's THE NEW Veterans lapel 
garden partry at Admiralty badge, developed in con- 
House, Portsmouth. sultation with their various 
Picture: POYPhot) Gary Davies organisations, is designed 
to reinforce veterans’ iden- 
tity and to assist the wider 
public in recognising 
them. 

The first tranche will be 
made available to Worid 
War ll veterans who will be 
attending the major 60th 
anniversary commemora- 
tions leading up to the end 
of World War ll. First recip- 
ient is Lord Healey, a 
beach master at Anzio. 

if there is sufficient 
demand for the badge the 
eligibility rules may be 
amended to include veter- 
ans of later campaigns. 

World War | veterans are 
also eligible for the badge 
— see back page. 
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HMS OCEAN is to visit 













to present the Beigian malta so no ae — 
flag for raising at the attache asked for a 





Belgium Nationa! Day 
ceremony at Norfolk, 
Virginia. 


copy of Navy News" cut- 
away illustration of the 
helicopter carrier, to be 
transiated into Russian 
and given away as a 
special souvenir. 

The full ‘Inside’ col- 
tection is now available 
in book form — see page 
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BUILT in 1781 as the first ship of the name in the Service, 
HMS Warrior was a third rate ship of the line carrying 74 
uns. 

Sadly all that now remains of this once truly magnificent 
figurehead is the head and lower neck, showing a strong 
and determined, bearded face with piercing eyes and 
frowning brows beneath a visored helmet covered in green 
laurel as an emblem of victory or distinction. 

Fortunately the original carver'’s drawings have survived 
in the Admiralty archives at the Public Records Office. 
These show a massive, full-length straddling figure, with 
shield in one hand and thrusting sword in the other. 

Built in Portsmouth from the Alfred class of 1772, of 
1,621 tons and with a crew of 600, Warrior was ordered in 
1773, but spent eight years on the stocks before compie- 
tion, 

Just a year later, on April 12, 1782 she saw her first 
action with Sir George Rodney's great victory the Battie of 
the Saintes. 

She fought with distinction again under Nelson at 
Copenhagen in 1801 and had her last fight off Ferrol under 1 y Com bt mmeease D Kyooone V 
Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Caider on February 22, 1605 aah 2 a era oy =. \aeeeeds Saiteeneniaie 
against the French and Spanish fleets. Fam apie Te OTP eOO Taemer  ohee 

From around 1818 Warrior became a receiving ship and 
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Eat my shorts, man . 
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ECHOES of Bart Simpson as a young visitor to Charleston Air Show in South Carolina takes a close look at 











@ GETTING READY FOR SEA: MEM Vicky Hudson moves 


into her new home, HMS Illustrious in refit at Rosyth 






















one of two Sea Harrier FA2s of 801 Naval Air Squadron that took part in ib dale is lilem-ttcillemeli-je)l-)s-mistclace 


New-look Lusty 
brought back 
to life again 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS is beginning to throb with the sound of sailors again after 
crew moved back on board in the latest stage of her £120m overhaul. 


— 
& 


The veteran aircraft carrier 
now has half her full-time 
complement as 550 officers 
and ranks trotted aboard with 
their kit to bring the 20,000- 
ton flat-top back to life. 

Lusty’s refit at Babcock’'s 
Rosyth Dockyard is now in its final 
Stages as the ship's company pre- 
pare her to return to sea in little 
more than two months. 


Last month's Navy News 
highlighted the changes 
made to the carrier, which 
will return to Portsmouth in 
November altered consider- 
ably within and without. 


Beyond being equipped to carry 
the next generation of Harrier 
jump jet, the GR9 variant, and 
Merlin helicopters, 4 third mast 
has been added for communica- 
tions and  Lusty’s innards 
revamped with improved ‘creature 
comforts for sailors 

To prepare for the move back 
aboard, 500 fire extinguishers had 
to be checked, 1,700 pairs of over 
alis installed, 10,000 rolls of loo 

aper provided for the heads and 
2(00 apples for the galley . 
among other things. 

“We are all pleased with the 
quality and standard of the work- 
manship,” said LSTD Pete Bray, a 
veteran of Illustrious’ sister Ark 
Royal. 

“The mess is well kitted out and 
now we have nice carpets and cur- 
tains,” 

For Cdr Stuart McQuaker, the 
carners CO during refit, moving 
abourd is an important milestone. 

“The ship will now begin to 
develop its heart und soul, its char- 
acter tor the next five yeurs of 
operations,” he added 

Iilustrious will be handed back 
to the Fleet in February next year 
and take over dutics as the 
nation’s flagship in the summer, 


AMES Lock & Co, the world’s most famous 

hatters, was the venue for the launch of the 

National Maritime Museum's plans for a major 
exhibition next year — Nelson & Napoiléon. 

The shop in St James’s Street, London was estab- 
lished in 1676 and is also one of the oldest family-owned 
and run businesses in the world. 

Customers have included Beau Brummel, Sir Winston 
Churchill, Oscar Wiide, Sir Laurence Olivier, General de 
Gaulle, Jackie Onassis, Salvador Dall, Graham Greene 
and Frank Sinatra. 

And Nelson. On display were two of his hats — the 
bicorn he wore at the Battle of Copenhagen in 1801 and 
another made for him about the same time with a built in 
green eyeshade to keep the sun out of his good left eye. 

Also on view was Napoleon's Emperor's hat, made for 
him by a Parisian hatter in 1810. 


Picture: LA(Phot) Billy Bunting 


Lock’s company files hold the shape of customers’ 
heads and show, among other things, that the British 
head has increased by at least three-eighths of an Inch in 
circumference every half century and that American 
heads are slightly larger and longer than British ones. 

Nelson & Napoléon will be the first exhibition to 
explore together the lives of the two great adversaries. It 
will open at the museum at Greenwich on July 7 to mark 
the 200th anniversary of Nelson's victory and death at 
the Battle of Trafalgar. 


®@ HAT TRICK: Colin White, Director Trafaigar 200, 
models headgear made for Nelson with a green eye- 
shade. Nelson's great-great-great-granddaughter Anna 
Tribe and Napoleon's great-great-great-grandson 
Bernard de Salis, were aiso present to try on hats 
belonging to their ancestors 
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Scott sails 
off — into 
the fog 


OCEAN survey ship HMS Scott has 
renewed her links with the Canadian 
Navy as the country celebrated 
Canada Day. 

The ship, on a North Atlantic sur- 
vey programme, sailed into Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, for a routine watch 
change and a shore break from 
duties. 

While in port the ship was dressed 
overall, along with other vessels, to 
mark the national celebrations and to 
meet up again with colleagues from 
the Royal Canadian Navy. 

Lt Linda Lawrence, of HMS 
Scott, said: “We were delighted to 
renew our links with the Canadian 
Navy, who have made us very wel- 
come last year, and made available a 
prime berth in their dockyard close 
to the city centre 

“As it was Canada Day during our 
stay we were overwhelmed by the 
warmth of the welcome. 

“The evening firework display, 
just off the stern of the ship was most 
impressive, 

“Nova Scotia is infamous for its 
fog, and we sailed out into a thick 
fog bank on departure, emerging a 
week later in the mid-Adantic hav- 
ing seen nothing more than the bow 
of the ship.” 

The ship has already covered 
40,000 miles and spent 130 days sur- 
veying since the New Year. 

Since leaving her home base of 
Devonport last November, Scott has 
operated in the Indian Ocean, con- 
ducting her bread-and-butter busi- 
ness of gathering hydrographic and 
oceanographic data for commercial 
and military use. 

She then moved to the Atlantic for 
a summer programme of work. 


Sailors on 
standby 


THE THREAT of industrial action 
by the Fire Brigade Union means 
2,000 Royal Navy personnel have 
been nominated to provide emer- 
gency cover should the need arise. 

The numbers have been taken 
mainly from the Fleet, and those 
nominated have already been told. 

A small number from the Home 
Command, the DLO and DPA have 
also been earmarked. 

Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral 
Sir James Burnell-Nugent, in a rally- 
ing call to the troops, said he was 
keenly aware of the extra burden 
such a move would place on them. 

But he added: “You will prove, 
once again, that the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines are always ready to 
do what is necessary and to do it 
superbly.” 









— 






vs] 2) 


SOE Ee Ok Oe OS OS kk 8 OS OS 0S EOE OE 08 8 FS FREE OEE Oe Pe Pe Pee 


58 8 Oe OS 88 8 8 Oe Fe Oe Oe ee me te me ee ee Fe ee me ee he ee te me me ee He eee 


Trrttit TlililiLilLitiieieiie et 


Trt it 


Card number: 


Expiry date 


Cardholders signature: 


Have You Mie Us? 


| ; 
ent ull coph ig 


SZ . ° ing” 

~ PORTSMOUTH 023 9273 4448 J&A 
or order online at 

www.navynews.co.uk 

email: subscriptions@navynews.co.uk 

Navy News - The Paper that lives up to its name! 


CREDIT CARD FORM 


My order is attached for: ........ 
Cardholders Name’... 
Cardholders Address? co.c.ccccccccccccscsssererereen 


2 ke em ee oe ete ee Oe re ttt mt eee te te tee ee be ee tee meee 


Eee Oe Oe ek Oe Ee Oe OS EERE RETESET ES ESTO EOE DE PRETO EEE 





[TT 1 | 


Please debit my card, amount (Min £5): 


ee A: : 


Top Gun to ‘meals on 





FROM riding shotgun for a 
high-speed American carrier 
to guarding offshore oil ter- 
minals, HMS Somerset has 
been in the thick of the action 
since she took over patrol 
duties in the Gulf. 

The Type 23 frigate relieved 
sister ship HMS Grafton in mid- 
July, assuming patrol duties as 
part of the multinational coall- 
tion operating in the region to 
help the rebuilding process in 


Iraq. 

Her first task was (0 act as scene of 
action commander at the Khawr al 
Amaya oil terminal (KAAOT), co- 
ordinating a flotilla of patrol boats 
and boarding parties which enforce 
an exclusion zone of 3km radius. 

With large fleets of small fishing 
dhows clustered around the exclu- 
sion zones, Somerset's ship's compa- 
ny must remain alert, 

Her Commanding Officer, Cdr 
David Axon, said: “It is a fine bal- 
ancing act in determining who is 
going about their everyday business, 
who is conducting illicit business and 
who ts the potential suicide bomber. 

“It requires an enormous concen- 
tration of effort from those on watch 
and meticulous management of the 
picture.” 

The ship has also been supporting 
the fledgling Iraqi Coastal Defence 
Force in patrolling territorial waters, 
with Iraqi officers joining the fngate 
for familiarisation sessions. 

Her rigid inflatable boats (RIBs) 
also carry out patrols, boat transfers 
and act as ‘meals on keels’ for the 
forces stationed on the oil platforms. 

Somerset later spent a week 
escorting the 80,000-ton American 
carrier USS John F, Kennedy, acting 
as plane guard for Top Gun-style air 
sorties — creating quite a challenge 


‘Just total devastation. it was a Case 


@ (Above) HMS Somerset in 
the Gulf p<: LAPHOT) Dave Griffiths 


@ (Right) The CO of HMS 
Somerset, Cdr David Axon, 
advises a Young Officer during 
a RAS with the American com- 
bat support ship Seattle 


for the Officer of the Watch's station- 
ing skills, as the carner operated at 
speeds of up to 30 knots. 

The Devonport-based frigate ‘is 
due to remain in the Gulf until 


November, when she will be 
replaced by sister ship HMS 
Marlborough. 


keels’ for somerset 





of deciding who to pick up first... 


NAVAL air crew found themselves thrust into the 
worst natural disaster to hit the British Isles in more 
than 15 years when they aided the rescue of civilians 


swept up in flash floods in Cornwall. 
The village of Boscastle, near Tintagel, was devastated as a torrent 
swept through it after two inches of rain fell in two hours on August 16. 
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Water tore through the strects 
at up to 40mph, destroying homes 
and shops and shunting cars 
around as if they were toys. 

A helicopter from 771 NAS at 
RNAS Culdrose was on the scene 
within 20 minutes of the first dis- 
tress call. 

Before the night of August 16 

was out, two more of the 
squadron’s Sea Kings had joined 
the rescuc operation alongside 
RAF comrades from F 
Chivenor and the Coastguard. 

People were plucked from 
rooftops, trees and other precari- 
ous places as they sought to escape 
the rising watcrs. 

771's Senior Observer, Lt Cdr 
‘Florry’ Ford said: “The scene was 
just total devastation. Trees with 
their roots up, wheelie bins, bits of 
houses, cars all carried along in 
this torrent of water. 

“There were about 30 or 40 cars 
and caravans floating down the 
middle of what had been the main 
road. The village had been 
wrecked. We've never experienced 
anything like it.” 

As Lt Cdr Ford’s helicopter 
reached Boscastle, the aircraft was 
caught by a ferocious squall which 
drenched the Sea King, causin 
internal communications to fail. 
Crew had to rely on hand signals 
to communicate, which made the 
rescue operation even trickier. 

“There were people every- 
where. It was a question of decid- 
ing who to pick up,” Lt Cdr Ford 
added. 

On its first ‘run’ Lt Cdr Ford's 
Sea King picked up 17 people. 


Once a 
p Cornish 
village, Boscastle in 
the aftermath of the 
flood which swept 
cars and caravans 
away like match- 
sticks. FAA crew res- 
cued 50 people from 
this tangled mess 


Pictures: RAF 


“There were moments which 
made it all worthwhile. We rescued 
a five-year-old girl who gave us this 
huge, beaming smile. Something 
like that brings you down to 
earth.” 

Despite being the height of sum- 
mer leave, 771 crew volunteered to 
come in to assist with the growing 
rescue operation. 

By the day's end, around 50 peo- 
os had been ferried by the 771 

icrs to safety on high ground 
where emergency services offered 





shelter and warm food. 

“We were able to get people out 

of the area as quickly as possible. I 
think it’s because helicopters were 
on the scene so fast that it was not 
worse,” said Lt Cdr Ford. 
@ Just two days after Boscastle, 
RN and RAF helicopters were 
called upon again, this time north 
of the border. Nearly 60 people 
were rescued at Lochearnhead 
north of Stirling when two land- 
slides caused by torrential rain 
trapped them in their vehicles. 
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Sea Cadets 
sail with 
Monmouth 


THE LARGEST gathering of Sea 
Cadets from the North West to sail 
with a Royal Navy ship enjoyed a 
challenging stint at sea. 

The 20 youngsters embarked in 
the Type 23 frigate HMS Montrose 
at Liverpool on a Sunday and sailed 
with her to Devonport arriving on 
the following Wednesday. 

On the way they took part in a 
number of demanding training exer- 
cises which the ship's company reg- 
ularly practises — realistic scenanos 
such as fire-fighting, battle damage 
control and man overboard recovery, 
all testing the frigate’s reactions. 

The cadets slotted into the ship's 
sea-going routine, experiencing at 
first hand what it is like to eat, sleep 
and work in the unfamiliar environ- 
ment of a warship at sea. 

Not only did they gain individual 
experience, but also had to work as 
teams, strengthening tics between 
members of each unit. 

North West Region Sea Cadet 
staff officer Lt Cdr Phill Matthews 
(RNR) said: “The North West area of 
the Sea Cadet Corps would like to 
thank the Royal Navy and the 
Commanding Officer and comple- 
ment of HMS Montrose for ensuring 
this training experience has been so 
enjoyable. 

“Many of the cadets were interest- 
ed in joining the Royal Navy before 
they went on board; this trip has con- 
vinced them this is what they want to 
do,” 

The frgate’s CO, Cdr Andrew 
Webb, said: “It has been a great plea- 
sure to have so many young cadets 
on board HMS Montrose for a few 
days while we sailed back to 
Devonport after a very enjoyable 
visit to Liverpool” 


Upgraded 
Sea Kings 
are ready 


THE FIRST of a new version of 
the venerable Sea King has 
been handed over to the Joint 
Helicopter Command. 

Three of the Mk 6 
Commando Role (CR) aircraft 
were delivered to help plug a 
gap in the Navy's Operational 
Capability while the Junglie 
fleet —- the Mk 4 Commando 
Helicopters — underwent an 
extensive avionics upgrade 
over a four-year period. 

The programme was insti- 
gated in early 2002, aiming to 
modify five redundant Sea 
King HAS Mk 6 anti-subma- 
rine warfare aircraft. 

Work included removal of 
sonar dipping gear, radar and 
weapons systems in the most 
complex project undertaken 
by MASU, which converted 
one aircraft. Serco Aerospace 
and DARA Fieetlands convert- 
ed two each. 

The handover of the first 
machines was marked by the 
presentation of a commemo- 
rative cartoon to Brig Caplin, 
Deputy Commander of the 
JHC, by Capt Powell of the 
Sea King Integrated Project 
Team. 


Frigate on trial 


REGELE Ferdinand, one of two for- 
mer RN Type 22 frigates bought by 
the Romanian Navy, has begun a sea 
demonstration penod. 

BAE Systems is carrying out the 
programme, including speed and 
weapons trials, as part of a £116 mil- 
lion contract with the MOD covering 
the regeneration and update of the 
former HMS Coventry and London 
(to be known as Regina Maria). 

The ships are being regenerated in 
Portsmouth Naval Base, where 4 
sizeable contingent of Romanian 
sailors has settled temporarily to 
learn the intricacies of running such 
capable warships; among the 
upgrades fitted is a main gun (nei- 
ther Coventry nor London had one). 

The former HMS Coventry is 
expected to be officially named and 
commissioned at Portsmouth on 
September 9, with her sister follow- 
ing her to the Black Sea in 2005, 
after a commissiong in the spring. 
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Ships of the Royal Navy No586 


True Sovereign of the Seas 


OT many Royal 
Navy vessels can 
claim to have a 
predecessor which 
fought at Trafalgar - HMS 
Sovereign is an exception. 

Commissioned on July LI, 
1974, Sovereign is one of the 
four remaining Swiftsure class 
nuclear powered hunter-killer 
submarines and is based in 
Faslane, Scotland, 

At 30 years old, she holds the 
distinction of being the oldest 
nuclear-powered submarine still 
operational and — with the excep- 
non of Nelson's flagship HMS 
Victory — the oldest Royal Nivy 
warship still in commission, 

Sovercign is the cighth ship to 
bear the name from a distin- 
guished and illustrious list, and 
many previous Sovercigns have 
been Admirals’ flagships which 
delivered large amounts of fire- 
power to the enemy. 

The first Sovercign (1486-1526) 
was a Great Ship of 800 tons. Built 
under the supervision of famous 
architect Sir Reginald Bray, there 
is reason to believe that she was an 
experimental ship in which new 
features were tested. 

a. First Rate of 1,522 tons with 

ns, the career of the second 
bo ll of incident, resulting in a 








Facts and 
figures 


Class: Swiftsure hunter-killer 


Propulsion: 1 Rolls Royce 
nuclear pressurised water 
reactor 


exces Sm in 


excess of 


Conic: 116 (13 
officers) 

Weapons: 5X21 in bow 
tubes firing Marconi Spearfish 
wire-quided active/passive 
homing torpedoes 


BATE 
ON ONY ies 
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string of battle honours, but come 
to an unlikely ending because of a 
candle left burning in the cook's 
cabin. 

The third, referred to carlier, 
was a First Rate of 1,883 tons 
(1786-1844) which served with dis- 
tinction at the Battle of Trafalgar, 

On this occasion, Sovercign was 
commanded by Admiral 


Collingwood, Nelson's second in 
command, who led the second of 
Nelson's two columns which 
pierced the French fine, 

In doing so, the ship was first 
inte action at Trafalgar, 

It is remarkable that, nearly 200 
years after Trafalgar, the RN still 
has Nelson's two biggest and most 
important warships from that bat- 


tle still in commussion — albeit in 
Sovereign's case in name only. 
Sovereign is affiliated to the 
City of Derby, and accepted the 
Freedom of the city on behalf of 
the Submarine Flotilla in 2002. 
Commanding Officer Cdr Craig 
Fulton recently accepted the 
Submarine Electronic Warfare 
Records Trophy on behalf of the 


Tactical Systems Department. 

The annual trophy is presented 
to the submarine which has sub- 
mitted the best quality electronic 
warfare records to RAF 
Waddington for inclusion on the 
tri-Service data base. 


Currently in a maintenance 
period, Sovercign is duc to com- 
picte Opcrational Sea Training in 
spring 2005 and conduct u final 
deployment before decommission- 
ing the following year. 

in the latest Defence Review 





the Navy's hunter-killer submarine 
flect is due to reduce to eight in 


2008, 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 


BENEVOLENT TRUST 


SUPPORTING THE RNBT FAMILY 


BORN the ungest of 22 children in 


Smethwick, ickshire, William in 
was called up and joined the Navy a 
Chatham Barracks on December 18, 1030 
and was rated Able Seaman a year later. 

As gunlayer of a 20mm pompom, he served in 
motor gunboats, making clandestine high-speed 
7 across the Channel to France. 

n early 1942, Intelligence rted that the 
new German battleship Tirpitz had been com- 
pleted and that there was only one dock on the 
western European seaboard which could take 
her ~ the Normandie graving dock in St Nazaire 
at the mouth of the River Loire in France. 

On March 3, the Chicfs of the Staff 
Committee approved Operation Chariot — a 
daring scheme to crash the dock gates and blow 
them up, 

The explosive (24 depth charges with a time 
fuse) was carned in an cx-American destroyer, 
HMS Campbeltown (Lt Cdr S.H. Beattie), 
which had been mT lightened to cross the 
estuary sundbanks and had a strengthened 
superstructure to protect personne! during the 
approach. 

Among the force was the gunboat MGB 314, 
with Savage aboard. 

The Chariot Force Icft Falmouth on the 
afternoon of March 26, 1942, arriving off the 
estuary unmolested at 123() am. ted by 
MGB 314, headed up the river. 

Campbeltown's four funnels had been cut to 
two, with their tops sloped, to resemble a 
German destroyer, and she wore a German 
ensign. 

Suddenly, guns and searchlights concentrated 
on Campbeltown, the largest ship, which was hit 
on her foc's'le, blowing away her 12-pounder 
gun, and several times tn the hull, where shells 
penctrated the decks below and killed or 
wounded half her company. 

Two hundred yards from the Normandie 
dock entrance, MGB 314 turned aside, leaving 
the way clear for Campbeltown to head towards 
the outcr gate. 

Her bows cut through an anti-torpedo net 
and crashed into the dock. More than ¢hirty fect 
of the bows crumpled back, but the foremost 
part projected over the inner face of the dock 
gate, wedged in position. 

Beattic and his surviving ship's company pre- 
pared to scuttle their ship. Once he had seen 
that this had been achieved safely, Beattic told 
Li Curtis RNVR, commanding MBG 314, to 


@ AB William Savage 


take his vessel oul to midstream to sce how the 
battle was po 43 

Off the ole, MGB 314 went to support 
two motor ‘doe which were both under fire 
from the shore. 

AB Savage and his colleague engaged the 
most troublesome gun, which was htc nina 
concrete emplacement. Savage's shooting was 
so good that he put several shells ae 1 the 
slit of the position and silenced the gu 

He then turned his gun on other fos a along 
the skyline and on the top of nearby buildings, 
directed by Curtis wiclding the searchlights. 

Although Savage had no gunshickd to protect 
him, and was in a most exposed position, when 
he saw Germans running to man the gun he had 
just silenced, he coolly knocked out the gun 
again 

Cut down by a burst of shrapnel, he was 
killed. 

Savage ws posthumously gazetted for the 
VC on May 21, 1942 
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we (1 (5 THE HEARTRENDING STORY OF A FEAVTIFUL 
YOUNG LADY OF MBH STH WHO SY MISFOACTONE AAD Fu 
INFLUENCE 1S BRAWA INFO DE MURKY LENS O le REPOTE 
— THE SINKS CF DEFRAVITY, ON FE WATERFRONT DFA 

CAZAT SA WRT WKHECE GSE AV OMES FE PAYING ——~— 


Jupiter 
- link 


MY WIPFE’s mother died recently 
und while we were cleuring her 
effects we came across an article 


about one of her mothers 
relatives 
What made us sit up and 


ponder was the fact that she never 
told us about him. He had served 
in HMS Jupiter — and our son 
Dean served in the Leander-class 
frigate HMMS Jupiter in the carly 
1990s 

So there was a family tic that 
stretched back over 100 years 
G. Faulkner, Tunbridge Wells 


The earlier Jupiter would have 
been the 14,900 ton battleship of 
1895. Shown below is the 1938 
destroyer torpedoed by a 


Japanese destroyer in the Java 
Sea in 1942 = Ed. 





Historic 
tally 


PLEASE find enclosed a cap tally 
from HMS Lion for forwarding to 
Cadet Richard Fearis of TS 
Zephyr at Caterham, 

his tally dict not come from the 
cruser which was the last ship of 
the name, but from Admiral 
Beutty’s flagship at Jutland. I got it 
when | was at school in 1928, from 
another boy whose father had 
served in that ship. — J. A. Kelso, 
Oxley, Wolverhampton 


Thanks to all the other faily 
donors who responded to Cadet 
Fearis’ request — Ed 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent’s name 
and address, 


not nec- 
essarily for publication. 


No. 602 5Sitst year 


Editorial & Susiness address: 


Leviathan Block, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 
Hants, PO1 3HH 


Editor: Jim Allaway 
Deputy Editor: Mike Gray 
Assistant Editors: 


Helen Craven, Richard Hargreaves 


Business Manager: Lisa Taw 











Getting into 
the spirit of 
things... 


FURTHER to your article on 
aranormal activities at Naval 
oie (July tssuc) | recall a 
situation which took place on 
board HMS Diamond in 1952 
and was actually captured on 
camera. 

The events lcading up ito this 
remarkable picture and proof of 
the activities of ghosts aboard RN 
ships were as follows. 

‘hilst carrying out a monthly 
storcs audit it became obvious to 
the incumbent Jack Dusty that a 
serious rum lcakuge was taking 
place which deficd all explanation. 

Ihe rum store keys were in the 
fkamrmne possession af the 

ictualing Officer other than when 
signed for by the Duty Officer for 
the drawing of rum. 

The Duty Officer, Coxswain, 
Juck Dusty and Tanky were ull 
present and keeping an cye on 
exch other in the rum store, 
ensuring that the exact amount was 
drawn and entered correctly into 
the issue book. 

Despite these strict precautions 
the leakage still continucd, 
resulting in a sentry being placed in 
the vicinity of the rum store during 
the silent hour. 

This was the move that finally 
resolved the mystery, Whilst 
carrying out his rounds in the spirit 
room flat the Leading Seaman of 
the middle watch, who was also the 
ship's photographer, came across 
ancl ta the guilty party 
caught in the act. 

A seance revealed this to be a 
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CPO chef who served on the 
previous Diamond in 1932 and had 
subsequently departed this world 
for that great galley in the sky. 


On recommendation from the 
Sky Pilot the “ghost” was entered 
in the ship's books, victualled "G’, 
resulting m an end to aill 
paranormal activives and a more 
than happy CPOs’ mess. — D, 
Giles, Lincoln. 


1! REMEMBER the old St Mury’s 
Barracks ax a tine af arched 
messes, cach with a front door and 
two windows looking onto 4a 
collonade at the buck of which wis 
the old galley. 

1 wis billeted there im the late 
1940s and | was part of the 
morning watch in this galley, Onc 
Monday morning | got my usual 
early morning shake — bul it was 
quite «a rough one with no 
accompanying “Wakey wakey!”. 





“OK, take it casy pal — I'm 
coming.” When | turned round | 
couldn't see his face but he was 
dressed, predominantly, in red and 
blue — a bit blurred, but | was still 
rubbing my cyes. 

About a minute later | was still 
bunk and heard 


in cy y yore 
saving “Come on, Jock wakey 
wakey!” 


He was in matciot’s cap and 
duffle coat. “Were you here a 
mnute aie i a red coat, irvine to 
hove me onto the deck?” 

“What? Red coat?” He let out a 
funny noise and disappeared out of 
the door at about 50 knots. 

Onc night an ambulance was 
called to take away a rating who 
went loco aficr a visit from the 
“drummer boy”, 

} remember that some time later 
thal mess. wus sealed up and pul 
out of use for a long timc. — Jock 
Cowan, Golspic, Sutherland 
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Rare form of 
seasickness 
that lingers 

long on land 


1AM tying to raise awareness of a debilitating and often 
unknown condition called Mal de Debarquement Syndrome. 


It is an imbalance or rocking 
sensation that occurs after getting 
off a boat or “debarking”. Other 
forms of motion have been known 
to trigger tt. 

Once back on dry land the 
traveller continucs to fecl “all at 
sea”, unable ty get his land legs. 

Although a lot of people 
experience this temporarily, in the 
cause Of MdDS sufferers it can 
persist for months, even years 
afterwards, 

The symptoms are with you 
constantly, nor can they be 


alleviated by anti-motion sickness 
drugs 

“Like trying to constantly walk 
on a mattress or trampoline” is 
good description of the main 




































symptom. Others include nausea, 
yaze instability/visual disturbance 
and Constant tinnitus, 

1 am one such sufferer (three 
yours and counting) ever since | 
stepped off a boat in Spain. I took 
me over six months to discover 
what | had. My GP and ENT 
consultant (and neurologist) were 
baffiod 

MRI scans and numerous 
hearme and bulance tests proved 
negative. 

Just when I thought | was really 
going mad | got a reply to an email 
I sent to a large vestibular disorder 
associition in America, They told 
me that, wlthough rare, there was u 
hame for my symptoms, so 
imagine my relief in discovering 
abuut MaDS 

Eventually | came across the 
neuro-Otology department ut the 
NHNN in London who had 
actually secn cases of MdDS. | was 
finally referred tw them in 
September 22 and = my 
“treatment” (Cawthorne-Cooksey 
exercises) there ts soll ongoing. 
although with no improvement fo 
tate. More recently | have becn fo 
the Leicester Balance Centre 

What | find most distressing is 
the jack of knowledge of the 
condition here in the UK. | 
undersiand it is nat. tite 
threatening, but it certainly ts life 
debilitatmg and tuning Jane 
Houghton, Warrington. Cheshire 


The institute of Navai Meadicine 
understand MdDS as being a 
variant of sea sickness, 
commonly experienced ini a mild 
degree by many people, bul very 
uncommon when it i actually 
disabling with symptoms such as 
nausea and vomiting. it has long 
been the practice in the Foyal 
Navy that those who suffer [ror 
severe seasickness have their 
medical status adjusted so that 
they will only serve in larger ships 
Such as Carriers. ~ £0 
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MY BROTHER and | (both ex RN National 
Servicemen) had three cousins, all of 
whom served in the Royal Navy in World 
War Il. 

The older two were twins, Alec and Jack 
Crook, one of whom served aboard HMS Ajax 
after the River Plate action, and HMS 
indomitable. 

The other was in submarines and all three 
brothers got through the war relativel 
unscathed — If fighting a fire on board an aircra 
carrier for three days after a kamikaze attack 
and throwing aircraft over the side can leave 
you unscathed. 

Frank and his messmates were left after this 
with a wind up gramophone and just one record 

a. Vera Lynn one. 

Decades later, Frank had to leave the room if 
Vera Lynn songs were played — no disrespect to 
the lady, it was just that the memories were stil! 
too painful. 

tt is the youngest cousin, however, that has 
prompted me to write. During the war, when one 
went on draft, this entailed shifting one's ham- 
mock, kitbag and gas respirator. usin Frank 
had an additional accoutrement — a large piano 
accordion. He was always cursed for this, owing 
to the general lack of stowage space, except 
when his messmates were able to relax and 
unwind. 

Then, of course, he was the centre of atten- 
tion, During his service he doubtless learned 
mary songs that were very popular, often with 
dubious words to them, and at our family 





SUNG DAME VERA 
NEVER SANG 


Christmas parties just after the war we tried to 
get him tipsy enough on rum to perform a nauti- 
cal ballad or two, having first pleased the aunts 
with a few popular songs. 

We succeeded only twice, and therein lies my 
problem, The song we longed for consisted of a 
dozen or so verses and was a trifle risque. Rack 
our brains as we might, my brother and | can 
only recall a couple of verses. The song was 
called “Through the Hole in the Elephant's 
Bottom” and it started off: 


| wanted to go on the stage, 
Ambitions | got ‘em. 

i created a as - 

The hole in the elephant's bottom! 


One man had jost his script, 
And his words he'd forgot ‘em 
And all we could do 

Was to whisper them through — 
The hole in the elephant's bottom! 


We are none of us getting any younger and | 
am therefore fervently hoping that even after 
fifty or sixty years there might be RN personne! 
who could provide all the missing verses. — D. 
Andrews, Ware, Herts 


if anyone can fill in the rest of the Elephant 
song, we will be pleased to pass it on. It is not a 
number that is likely to have figured in Dame 
Vera's repertoire, though, so | can't promise to 
print it in a family newspaper — Ed 





THANK YOU for your article 
about the Foylebank and L/S 
Jack Mantle VC (June issuc), | 
was the trainer of the port 
pom-pom, with L/S Gould the 
weapon captain, and T know 
what happened 

Our duty as an AA ship was to 
oatrol the Channel using our 
KDF to find German minclayers 
and engage them if possible. 
We'd been out all night and 
returned to Portland before 
breakfast. Guns crews had been 
siood down and only RDF was 
operating, 

Most of the crew were on the 
messdeck cither cating or clean- 
ing Ship when the RDF officer 
ran out of his office and shouted 
they'd picked up a large group of 


German aircraft coming our 
way. We all dropped everything 
and ran. 

Having been ashore in 
Norway with the Naval AA bat- 
tery | knew the sound of a diving 
87 too well and that’s what 
heard as | reached the upper 
deck door. | knew then what we 
were in for because we weren't 
at action stations. 

Our anchorage was such that 
only the starboard AA guns 
could bear to seaward. We tried 
firing at retreating aircraft but 
with no success. L/S Gould told 
us to go and help other crews. 

I helped load ‘A gun until we 
only had starshell left, so I lefl 
and went to the starboard pom- 

mm. It was in a shambles. Jack 

antle was on the deck and | 





could see his Ieg was badly 
injured, 

I went to him and he said to 
me: “Is my leg alright, Dougie?” 
I said “Lift it up and look.” He 
did = but be was looking at my 
own, ummnjured leg. He grinned 
and said “Thank God.” I took 
off my knife and used its lanyard 
to tie a tourniquet round his leg. 
We put him on a wardroom mat- 
tress and lowered him onto a 
large power boast alongside 
which took him ashore and he 
was taken up to the ere ges I 
never saw him again and never 
got my knife back. 

Years later when I was a GI 
aboard HMS Howe | travelled 
buck from a jong weekend with 
my family in London with a 
senior dockyard official who'd 


oo 
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@® FORCES FAVOURITE: 
Dame Vera Lynn on top 
form at the Antwerp tattoo 
in 1994, marking the 50th 
anniversary of the libera- 


tion of Beigium. 
HM ships Monmouth, 
Atherstone, Cottesmore, 


Hurworth and Brecon also 
took part in the celebra- 
tions 


Ship in VC fight 
noled 300 times 





worked on the Foylebank. 

When he found out | was on 
her and lucky to escape injury he 
told me what they'd bund below 
water, He said: “Gerry certainly 
finished her off with up to 300 
holes from bombs and splinters.” 
~ D. Seaman, Gosport, Hants 


@® Jack Mantle VC is 
depicted fieft) in action on 
HMS Foylebank in a detail 
from a painting by Major B. 
V. Wynn-Werninck commis- 


sioned by the Foylebank 
Association 
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Tean Butcher or Nigel Burn at 
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®@ One of the RN Mk 7 Sea Kings is silhouetted against a 
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A DEPLOYMENT on board 
& French aircraft carrier gave 
personne] from 849 A Flight 
the chance to see how anoth- 
cr navy operates — and a taste 
of things to come. 

Two Mk 7 Sea King Airborne 
Surveillance and Control (ASaC) 
helicopters embarked on the FS 
Charies de Gaulle off Toulon in 
the Mediterranean, leaving off the 
@ ‘Yellow dogs’ (deck han- 
diers) at work with Super 
Etendards in the Med (left) and 
a Royal Navy Sea King (below) 


®@ A Royal Navy Mk 7 Sea King of 849 A Flight approaches French carrier FS Charies de Gaulle 


19 goes French flying 


wun lavynews co uk 








Normandy beaches 

The intervening |) days saw the 
4) or so British sailors — and 849's 
French-speaking 
Canadian Capt Erik Weigelin - 
immersed in the life of a large carner 
operating « mix of fixed-wing and 
rotary aircraft 

The Sea Kings took part in a range 
of missions alongside French Super 
Etendards of 14F Squairon, E2C 
Hawkeyes of 4h Squadron and 
Dauphin aml Cougar helicopters 

They also had o brush with 
Spanish AV8 Hamers, and conduct 
ed anti-surface warfare exercises 
with RN warship HMS Gloucester 
and the FS Cassard 





exchange pilot, 


(Kher mulitary experience gained 
included electronic warfare, force 
protection — thre wis for real, as the 
task group passed through the battle- 
neck that is the Straits of Gibraltar, 
an area with potential for would-be 
terrorists — and night and day flying 

On most flights the British heli- 
copters, based at RN air station 
Culsrose in Cornwall, were able to 
take additional passengers, from both 
the ship's company and French 
squacinons, to demonstrate equipment 
and to familiarise them with Royal 
Navy procedures, 

One of the A Flight helicopters 
became involved in u humanitarian 
operation when tt was hauled off a 
mutine sortie to help find a small 
Gemini-type craft thought to have 
broken down, 

The boat was found drifting, 
crammed with 31 people believed to 
have been travelling illegally from 
North Afnca to Spain, and the #49 
crew subsequently received a note of 
thanks from the Spanish coustguard. 

British sailors also took part im 
ceremonial divisions on the flight 
deck for the D Day commemors- 
tons, 

French hospitality was well 
received = “very French food and 
wine — lots of seafood and steak and 
theese, even wine with lunch!” was 
one summary — and the success of 
the integration was a testimony to the 
strength of Entente Cordiale 

Lt Beoca Steadman, of 849 A 
Plight, said: “It was a very valuable 
exercise for A Flight in terms of 
training achieved. 

“It as interesting to see how anoth- 
cr Navy functions, and how they 
overcome problems that we may 
encounter with our new carers, 

“it is & very aviation-focussed 
ship, with very professional ship's 
company and squadrons.” 
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ou will not find 
it listed in Jane’s. 
You will not find 
many sailors who 
have heard of it — even in the 
Fleet Air Arm. 

You will struggle to find it on the 
Navy's official website. 

But you will find it off a Lincoln- 
shire side-road. In fact the runway 
ends just yards from the road. 

Celebrating its first birthday 703 
Naval Air nage rae is hoping to 
raise its profile. It would settle for 
sailors simply knowing it exists. 

On the small former wartime 
virficld of RAP Barkston Heath 
between Stamford and Cranwell, 
the spiritual home of the RAF, 703 
provides the lifeblood of tomor- 
row's Fleet Air Arm, 

Here cvery Naval oe learns 
the fundamentals of flight = the 
mechanics, the art of navigation, 
handling, communications, dcaling 
with emergencies, the confidence 
of flying solo — at the Defence EI- 
ementary Flying Training School. 

Compared with the front line 
units, the pace of life in Lincotn- 
shire is slower. But do not dismiss 
Burkston Heath as some sleepy 
backwater, It's the first major cog 
in the Fleet Air Arm wheel 

No Barkston Heath, no Fleet 
Air Arm pilots. In fact, no Fiect 
Air Arm. 

“A lot of people may think of us 
as an Out-station, well away from 
the front line,” said 703s Com- 
manding Officer La Cdr ‘Tony Hills, 
un FAA veteran of 22 yeurs. 

“Not that many people know 
we exist. Without us, a hugely im 
portant cog in the wheel would be 
missing.” 

Pilots arrive at the small airficld 

used by DC3s during World War 
ll — having already passed through 
Roborough in Plymouth where in- 
structors weed out people who will 
simply not make jt as pilots. 

Those who muke rt through ar- 
rive in Lincolashire intent on one 
goal: fast jet pilot. 


“| ask for a show of hands 
at the start of a course — 99 
per cent of students raise 
them. They want to be Har- 
rier pilots,” said Lt Cdr Hills. 


Must will be disappointed. 

Of the #0 students sclected tor 
clementary flight training cach 
your, Only a dozen may have ‘it 
~ that special quality needed to fly 
the Harrier jump jet. Less than half 
of those selected for jet training 
will actually pass. 

For the majority, it's on to RAF 
Shawbury in Shropshire to learn 
the art of helicopter flight before fi- 
nally moving to Culdrose or Yeovil- 
lon to specialise on Lynx, Sea King 
or Mertin, 

“Most people realise that they 
ure not cut out for fast jets, bul i 
does not make a great difference 
to them — the students passing 
through are extremely enthusiastic, 
Ucdicated, they all have the right 
character, the right attitude. And 
they're also a little scared looking,” 
(1 Cdr Hills said. 














“I look at the students and they 
remind me of when | was a traince. 
There's that same drive there.” 

There's more to the Fleet Air 
Arm than fast jets, of course, Much 
more numerous are the helicopter 
units. 


Whichever path the 
student takes, it's long and 
arduous. Barkston is the 
first step down that path. It's 
a three to four years 

re these trainees will be 
serving in the front line. 


Until a year ago, this clementary 
training was run by civilians with a 
military input, but the forces felt 
the course did not give students 
that edge, that military ethos which 
defines a flicr in the Fleet Air Arm, 
so 703 was re-formed (it last trained 
Wasp crew in Portland in what has 
been an eclectic and transicnt life 
for the unit). 

Despite the return of the mili 
tury, there is a strong civvy pres 
ence — the Slingsby Firefly traiming 
aircraft are owned by defence firm 
Babcock, which also provides the 
ground crow and most of the in- 
structors. 

Over 22 weeks and 60 hours m 
the air, the students will turn from 
rookics to competent solo flicrs 
(that first solo flight is crowned 
with a Jollipop as reward) 

Home to the studetts is Dae- 
dalus Mess at Cranwell. Each day 
on their way to Barkston the fliers 
drive past the RAF college and its 
famous gates with the Aw Force 
crest and motto, Per ardua ad astra: 
through perseverance to the stars 

The mess name harks back to 
Cranwell’s beginnings as HMS 
Daedalus, a Royal Naval Air Sta 
tion, which served as the training 
establishment for naval fliers be- 
fore the RAF took over in 1918, 

And students like to remind the 
Crabs of that very fact. “We make 
sure they know that this was once a 
Naval base by wearing the T-shirts,” 
said S/Lt Grant Bentley. 

That's typical of the banter, 
“Training alongside the RAF 
makes us look better,” joked S/Lt 
Matt Sutcliffe. “There is a strong 
rivairy, but it’s good fun. We get on 
well,” 

What strikes you about these pi- 
lots is their youth: the youngest ure 
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Important announcement 
Retail restrictions 


From the end of September, Navy News is given to understand that the 
availability of our award winning publication in certain retai! outlets is to be 
restricted to copies, which are supplied on a customer order basis only, and 
will not therefore be freely available on the shop shelves. We are currently 
seeking confirmation of this, and hope to be able to provide further news in 


the next issue of Navy News. 


Any readers who believe they are affected by this, are strongly advised to 
| either place an order for the Navy News in their local retailer, (see retailer ad 
on page 41, or alternatively to set up a subscription to the paper, (see page 


28, to guarantee delivery of Navy News. 


Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience caused by this matter, 
which lies outside the contro! of Navy News, We are working very hard to 
| ensure there is a minimal disruption to Navy News readers. 
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@ You can bank on a successful career with the Fleet Air Arm: (Above) A 
Firefly manoeuvres over RAF Barkston Heath, Lincolnshire, home to 703 
NAS and (right) a cut above the rest: 703 CO Lt Cdr Tony Hills with the 
birthday cake his wife made and student MID Alan Crofts 


just {8 or 19, the oldest at 26 or 27 
are considered ‘old men’, 

Of course, traince pilots have al- 
ways been youthful, but you realise 
the responsibility placed im their 
hands. 

For the traimecs, the biggest 
frustration is the British weather 
und the cagerness to get in the air 
~ there is « lot of hanging around 
(an execiicn! opportunity to learn 
wekers and, of course, brush up on 
flight knowledge). 

“You can spend hours on your 
backside, followed by an hour of 
intense pressure in the wir,” said 
S/Lt Ross Franklin, at the end of 
his clementary training. 

“The quality of the traming here 
ts first rate.” 

When it comes down to the nitty 
gritty, these are all young people in 
the same, cr, planc. All determined 
to fly, all struggling through a steep 
learning curve. 

“An hour's flying is very lring 
and two flights in a day are exhaust- 
ing,” explained S/L1 Kev 

“You get worked really hard in 
ihe sky, bul sometimes you can 
look around and say to yourself: 

low, I'm getting paid to do this.” 
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sure your Aso BO sep lt a 
scent, your are ail within the limits. 

And you're g this all . 

“| : fook out of the cockpit, look 


drive a car with your eyes fixed on the dash- 
After five minutes of turning gently and siowly 


descending to 8,000ft (with the. odd glance at the 
nose to see where i'm going) | relinquish con- 
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A Naval air squadron's eciectic 
career... 


@ June 1942: Formed as a long- 
based 


range catapult 
at Lee-on- ent 


@ April 1945: Re-formed at 
Thorney Island as the naval 
flight of the RAF's Air-Sea War- 
fare Development Unit 


@ May 1948: Returned to Lee as 
a trials unit and absorbed 739 
NAS in 1950. Its aircraft became 
the first to operate off HMS Ea- 
gle and by 1953 the squadron 
was a catapult testing unit 


@ 703 A Flight operated as an 
independent unit in Arbroath 
testing Ferranti'’s carrier con- 
trolled approach system before 
the NAS disbanded in 1955 


@ Jan 1972: Re-formed at Port- 
land as a Wasp training unit 


@ July 2003: Re-formed for the 
fourth time as part of the new 
Defence Elementary Flying 
Training School providing FAA 
students with knowledge of the 
fundamentals of flight 














Below the clouds, there's a Dinky world spread 
out beneath you. 
But the world from the sky is not as it appears 


Churches are not marked by huge crosses, 
nor post offices jiant PO signs. 

And a small ai like Barkston Heath barely 
stands out in the distance - or at /east that’s 
how it appears to the untrained eye. 

it doesn't look much larger as we gently touch 


It’s easy to become envious of fliers, al- 
ly as a (mostly) desk-bound journalist, it's 
still nice to pionk your feet on terra firma again. 


www. mavynews, co.uk 
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A sacrifice never forgotten... 


SIXTY years to the day 
that her forebear was lost 
to a human torpedo, mine- 
hunter HMS Quorn hosted 
widows, daughters, brothers 
and survivors of the tragedy 
al an emotional memorial 
SCrvice. 

Destroyer HMS Quorn went 
down with 130 men when she was 
firuck amidships in the Scine Bay 
as the Battle for Normandy raged 
on land in the summer of 1944. 

Six decades on a select gather- 
ing of around 30 people fronr We- 
terlooville to Norfolk gathered in 
Portsmouth Naval Base with the 
present ship's company to honour 
Quorn’s sacrifice. 

The destroyer sank in less than a 
minutc, victim of an act of bravery 

and sacrifice — by a German "ka- 
mikaze’ riding a human torpedo, 

It is a loss still felt deeply as 
evinced by the remembrance serv- 
ice in St Ann's Church to mark the 
tragedy im the carly hours of Au- 
gust 3 1044, 

Leading the service, chaplain 
Father David Yates said: “It is very 
difficult in this day and age to put 
ourselves in a mindset of how it was 
in 1944. There was a sense we were 
in the endgame, coming towards 
the end of the wur, and no one 
serving on IIMS Quorn would have 
expected the ship to be sunk under- 
neath them. Today we remember 
all those who didn't make it,” 

After the service, the guests, in- 
cluding Lady Rosemary Thompson, 
the present ship's sponsor, were 
invited hack to Quorn for refresh- 
ment and a tour of the ship. 

“We couldn't let this day 20 past 
without some special form of com 
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® Bound by the name Quorn: Today's ship's company with survivors and relatives of the namesake 
destroyer with the present-day Hunt-class minehunter 


memoration,” said Quorn’s CO Lt 
Cdr David Wilkinson. “When I put 
the idea to the ship's company, to a 
man they were keen. 

“Today is about the mecting of 
two parts of Quorn’s life, and to- 
day we bring them together. This is 
your ship, you are part of Quorn’s 
family, a really friendly and fumily- 
oriented ship.” 

Among those with poignant 
memorics of the sinking was Lilian 
Evans, a former Wren who served 
at HMS Dryad. 

“It's an honour to have been 


Norwich with her 60-year-old 
daughter, showed photogr hs of 
Percy's immaculately-te grave 
in France which she visits as regu- 
larly as possible. 

“You couldn't wish for him to 
be brought back,” she said. “It's « 
peace beyond all understanding.” 

Survivor Christopher 
Yorston, an AB at the 
time, tok Navy News: 

“T had to grow up fast,” 
| Already _ having 
been on the wrong 

~ end of two torpe 


} 





asked to come,” she said. docs while serving in 
Her husband, LSTD Percy ’ the Mediterranean 
Evans, went down with the ship at 
the age of 26. — 
Lihan, who had travelled from gue = 
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earlier in the war, Christopher, 
in Portsmouth with his wife of 54 
years, Was up in the gunnery tower 
when Quorn was hit. 

“Within seconds 1 was in the 
water, lookmg up at the ship split 
in half,” he said. “If | had been in 
a cruiser, where the gun turret is 
compictely scaled. I'd have been a 
goner, 

“I grabbed hold of the first thin 
in the water, a lump of wood, an 
a converted trawler picked me up. 
It's the luck of the draw. 

“Today hus been marvellous. [t 
helps to enlighten people about 
what went on.” 


@ HMS Quorn, 1944 version, 
as painted by artist Eric Dyke 
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®@ A German Neger — ‘Nigger’ — midget submarine; larger versions 
of these, codenamed Marder — or marten, a weasel-like creature 
~ launched a mass attack on the invasion fleet in the Seine Bay 


Night of the weasels 


WITH the threat of invasion in the West imminent, Germany's 
Naval leader Grossadmiral Dénitz ordered his officers to con- 

armada. 
ting unit’ 
were crewed 
by elite the German terparts were crewed by 
anyone the German Navy could get its hands on — soldiers, air- 
men, even criminals. 

The simplest mini U-boats were the human torpedoes, 
and their slightly larger Marder variants. Germans built 300 
Marder - converted torpedoes with a small ‘cockpit’ at the front, 
with the weapon, a G7e torpedo, strapped beneath. The crew- 
man would release a handle after aiming the torpedo, sending it 
hurtling towards the target. 

Well, that was the theory. But with a speed of just three knots, 
a diving depth (over very limited periods) of 25 metres and a 
range of about 30 nautical miles, Marder crew became known as 
Opferkampfer — sacrificial warriors. 

On the night of August 2-3 1944, 58 Marder set out to attack 
the invasion fleet in the Seine Bay. After torpedoing the hulk 
cruiser HMS Durban, all hell broke loose as the Allies opened fire. 
Only 17 Marder returned to base east of Caen when the night 
was over, they had sunk Quorn, pius the trawler HMS Gairsay and 
the Liberty ship Samlong for their efforts. 
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Grill fiercely for 
90 minutes... 


FORMER media relations officer Lt Cdr Steve Tatham braved the 
lion’s den in the interests of international relations by appearing 
on a discussion show on Arabic TV station Al Jazeera. 

Steve, (pictured above) who served on the public relations staff 
in the Middle East during last year’s war in iraq, was subjected to 
90 minutes of questioning by viewers of the Qatar-based chan- 
nel'’s debate show The Opposite Direction, modelled on a US dis- 
cussion show Crossfire. 

Not surprisingly many viewers did not agree with the US/UK 
decision to rid the region of Saddam Hussein, a decision Steve 
vigorously defended. 

The channel has provoked controversy in the West — terrorist 
organisation Al Qaeda has frequently used Al Jazeera to release 
the latest message from their leader Osama Bin Laden to the 
wider world — not least as a result of its decision to air footage of 
dead and captured coalition forces during last year’s campaign. 

The MOD is keen to build a closer relationship with the station 
- its journalists visited HMS Ark Royal before her departure for 
Telic last year — especially in the aftermath of the war with efforts 
to rebuild Iraq. 

Al Jazeera — literally ‘the Island’ — enjoys an audience of around 
35m people, a figure set to expand as it prepares to launch an 
English-language satellite station. 

teve, now based at HMS Collingwood, wrote a thesis on Al- 
lied efforts to win over Arab hearts and minds during Telic and 
was invited to Doha to address a conference on the ‘media war’ 
in Iraq. Many delegates regarded ‘embedded’ journalists who 
covered the conflict, living and working with British units and 
ships, as little more than a propaganda tool. 

The results of the officer's studies in the Middle East will soon 
be the basis of an academic book published by Routledge. 












Simulated 


£16.95 UK 


approx size 
11.5” high 


C: Statue 


Perfect passing out gift. Our model Seaman and Wren 
are wearing parade dress. Available in bronze or 
painted finish they stand approx 8" high. 


Make yours unique to you by having the ships name 
painted on the cap tally. 


Please state the name of the ship you would like on 
the cap tally with no more than ten letters excluding 
HMS, and sex of statue you require when ordering. 
Bronze statue: 

£77.95 UK ONLY, Not O/Seas 


Painted statue: 
£104.99 UK ONLY. Not O/Seas 


Painted 





A: Nelson Bust 


The Sculptor Anthony Leonard was commissioned in 
1997 by the International Nelson Society to create 
this bust of Lord Nelson. It is an accepted fact that 
the likeness he achieved is correct in every detail, 
including his medals and awards. 


B: Nelson Cameo 
An extremely tasteful Ivory effect cameo depicting 
Lord Nelson in full dress. A well received gift or 
keepsake of this famous seafaring gentleman. 


People in the News 











° Determined and courageous: Commendation winners (I-r) WO(PT) Duncan Roberts, Kevin O'Shea, 
L/Cp!i Damian Parsons and PO(MA) Richard Orrill with Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral ‘Sir James Bur- 


nell-Nugent aboard HMS Victory 


Selfless sailor's 
tleserve Victory 






BRAVERY, selfless action, 
devotion and inspiration 
have all been recognised by 
the Navy’s senior personnel 


officer. 

Second Sea Lord Vice-Admiral 
Sir James Burnell Nugent invited 
PO(MA) Richard Orrill, L/Cpl 
Damian Parsons, Kevin O'Shea 
and WQO(PT) Duncan Roberts 


Cast in simulated bronze and mounted on a solid 
wood hand polished plinth. Also available in 
simulated marble. 


£90.99 UK ONLY. Not O/Seas 
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aboard his flagship HMS Victory to 
present them with commendations 
as recognition for their deeds. 

Two people owe their lives to 
the actions of PO Orrill and L/Cpl 
Parsons. 

Police officers singled out the 
medical assistant for intervenin 
in the aftermath of an horrific sad 
accident near Wickham, north of 
Fareham, in April, saying without 
PO Ormill’s assistance, the death 
toll would have been higher. 

The senior rating was driving 
home from Royal Hospital Haslar 
in Gosport when he came up 
against a line of traffic stopped be- 
cause of the accident. 

He abbed his first aid kit and, 

hel by an off-duty firefighter 
- a Navy officer, managed to 
rescuc a badly wounded girl by get 
ting her out of a smashed-up Ford 
Ficsta and ensuring her airway was 
free, before emergency vehicles ar- 
rived on the scene. 

Once the casualties had been 
takcn away — onc person died in 
the accident sadly — the petty of- 
ficer sat with two children from a 
coach which was at the crash scene 
and, he says, talked “matelot bab- 
ble” to calm the shocked young- 
sters down. 

He says his actions were typical 
of everyone that April evening. 

“Anybody, whether they were 
medically trained or not, got out of 
their cars to see if they could help,” 
he explained. 

“It was fortunate that I and 
others with first aid training were 
there. I did my job, The people that 
could help got on with it. | just wish 


we could have helped out more.” 

The teenager rescued by PO Or- 
rill is slowly recovering at a special- 
ist unit for head injury victims in 
Bath. 

L/Cpl Parsons was commended 
for his bravery and professionalism 
after rescuing an unconscious casu- 
alty during an Army diving exercise 
in Scotland, 

As a stand-by diver, the 22-year- 
old Royal Marine was sent to inves- 
tigate when a student diver failed 
to respond to signals at a depth of 
40 metres — about 130 feet. 

The green beret, normally based 
at the Defence Diving School at 
Horsea Island in Portsmouth, car- 
ried out life-saving drills before 
swimming with the casualty to 
the surface and, say observers, 
completed a difficult and danger- 
ous rescuc few divers could have 
achieved, 

Mr O'Shea is a former sailor of 
23 years’ standing and now works 
for the Flagship training organisa- 
tion in HMS Sultan’s UPO. He is 
the driving force behind the Gos- 
port establishment's annual sum- 
mer show and firework night and 
his drive has largely been responsi- 
ble for visitor numbers — and hence 
proceeds to charities — doubling in 
the last two years. 

Last but not least, WO Roberts 

based at the Talybont outdoor 
leadership training centre in Wales 
— collected his commendation for 
his voluntary work with the RN's 
Alpine Championship committee, 
in particular his determination to 
ensure all events are properly sup- 
ported. 
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imagine OMIC) Stuar ames marpiion wt 
Stuart Williams’ tera was 


Dad joined the RIN baci in 574 via HMS 


dad WO2(WEA) Stephen. 
Ganges (no longer 


with us) — the same year that Cardiff, due to be paid off under 
the 2004 Defence Review, was launched at Barrow. 
Eight years later, Stuart Williams arrived on this earth at RNH 


Gibraltar. He joined the RN in 2002 and Cardiff in 


this year, 


April 
just before she headed off on a six-month tour of duty in the 


South Atlantic. 


there’s nothing in Naval 


ares a leer TE 
command. 


~ providing they are not in the same chain of 
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Tony's Falklands 
portfolio finds 
a home at HMS 


Collingwood 


THE work of one of the stalwarts 
of post-war Naval photography ts 
honoured at HMS Collingwood 
with a gallery dedicated to Tony 
Wilson. 

The family of the former chicf 
petty officer presented a plaque 
to the Fareham establishment 
celebrating Tony's work covering 
homecomings from the Falklands 
conflict 22 years ago. 

Tony served the RN from 1958- 
$1, during which time he took some 
unigue images of the conflict and 
civil unrest in Indonesia, Borneo 
and Brunci in the 1960s with HMS 
Albion. 

Upon leaving the Senior Service, 
Tony set up as a private photogra- 
pher and captured stunning scenes 
of the Falklands task force return- 
ing to Portsmouth in the summer 
of 1982. 

The Warrant Officers and Senior 
Rates Mess at HMS Mercury com- 
missioned a set of 16 prints, among 
the flurry of orders Tony received 
for the homecoming pictures. 

‘Two decades on that set is be- 
licved to be the only complete one 
in existence and now adorns the 
wall of the Mountbatten Suite in 
Collingwood’s mess. 

Tony died in January, but his 
family had no idea that his Falk- 
lands archive adorned the walls of 
Collingwood until they were con- 
tacted carlicr this year. 

His widow Suc and family un- 
veiled a plaque dedicating the 
‘Falklands Gallery - colourful im- 
ages by Tony Wilson, Chief Phot, 
Royal Navy 1958-1981" so that all 
mecss uscrs are in the picture about 
the collection’s creator. 


Keeping Taly 
of car thieves 


SAILORS past and present are 
keeping car crime in check in one 
of the more idyllic parts of the UK. 

Staff at the RN’s Outdoor Lead- 
ership Training Centre at Talybont- 
on-Usk have joined local police in 
running a ‘car watch’ scheme in 
the Brecon Beacons — and already 
helped officers arrest some dubious 
characters. 

Two former RN personnel PC 
Owen Dillon (an cx-Royal Marine) 
and former Fleet Air Arm man PC 
John Griffiths head up the anti-car 
crime project in the Beacons, work- 
ing with WO Duncan Roberts and 
CPO Wayne Okell on Talybont’'s 
staff. 

The initiative — effectively keep- 
ing an cye on car parks and warning 
police of suspicious people hanging 
around — has seen thefts of and 
from cars fall by SO per cent. 

Royal Marine Set Ross Barbour 
helped put one car criminal behind 
bars. He spotted two people, who 
were suspected of a string of break- 
ins, riding trials bikes in the arca 
and contacted police, who subse- 
quently charged the duo. 


David continues 
to inspire at 
HMS Sultan 


PETTY Officer Darren Gilligan 
will carry the torch for Falklands 
vicim PO(MEM) David Briggs. 

PO Briggs died in May 1982 
when HMS Sheffield was struck 
by an Exocet missile, a blow which 
crippled the ship. 

The senior rate regarded HMS 
Sultan in Gosport as his alma mater 
having attended numerous courses 
and scrved on the training staff 
there before joming Shiny Sheff. 

He was posthumously awarded 
the Distinguished Service Medal 
for “leadership, bravery and devo- 
tion to duty in trying to save his 
ship”. 

His parents Richard and Jean 
instigated the Briggs Award for the 
outstanding student at the Defence 
College of Marine Engineering at 








Sultan, this year presented by Rear 
Admira! Peter Davies, Flag Officer 


Traming and Recruitment, to PO 
Gilligan. 
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People in the News 


Bismarck’s scourge 





ONE of the dwindling band 
of veterans of the pursuit of 
the Bismarck met the man 
who most recently visited 
the wreck. 

Stull flying more than six doc- 
ades on from the battle, Fleet Air 
Arm veteran John Moffat flew 
down from Scotland in his Pipes 
Colt aircraft to Midhurst, where 
he was based in World War TI, to 
mect local decp-sea explorer David 
Mearns, 

David, of Bluc Water Recoover- 
ics, led an expedition in 2001 to 
hind the wreck of HMS Hood, sunk 
by Bistharck in May 1941 with the 
loss Of all but three hands, and re- 
visit the remains of Hitler's flag- 
ship, previously located by lepen- 
dary oceanographer Bob Ballard 

the man who found the Titanic. 

Having despatched Hood, Bis- 
marek made a bee-line for Brest 
as it was losing fuel. It never got 
there, Courageously-led Swordtish 
attacks finally scored a hit on the 
battleship’s rudder, jamming it, 
leaving Bismarck helpless. 

She was finally sent to the bot- 
tom on May 27 by an overwhelm- 
ing British force under the com- 
mand of Admiral Sir John Tovey, 


Admirals have 
new roles to 
cinque teeth into 


FORMER Chicf of Defence Staff 
Admiral the Lord Bovee follows in 
the footsteps of the Duke of Wel- 
lington, Winston Churchill and the 
Queen Mother with a new mari- 
time role - Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports. 

Under the historic title the 
chartcr for the ports of Hastings, 
Romney, Hythe, Dover and Sand 
wich dates back 449 years — the ai- 
miral has the power to adjudicate 
on salvage disputes and receive 
proceeds from the sale af un 
claimed wreck. 

Among the more unusual pro- 
visions of the charter, the warden 
must also bear the cost of burying 
‘fishes royal’ — whales, porpoises 
and sturgeon. 

Wardens are appointed for fife 
and enpoy an Official residence at 
Walmer Castle ncar Deal in Kent: 
the last holder of the post was the 
Queen Mather from 1979 until her 
death in 2002, 
® Another former First Sea Lord 
is also celebrating a new seafaring 
job, Acmiral Sie Jock Slater, who 
retired from the RN six years ago, 
has been named as chairman of the 
Royal National Lifcboat Institu- 
ion, 

He has been deputy chairman 
of the charity, which is responsibic 
for 230 lifeboats around the UK at 
a cost of £300,000 per day, since 
2002 and takes over the top post 
from outgoing chairman Peter Ni- 
cholson. 

Since leaving the Senior Service, 
the admiral has served as chairman 
of both the imperial War Muscum 
and White Ensign Association. 









Commander-in-Chief of the Home 
Flect. 

Ballard never publicscd Bis- 
marck’s final resting place, so the 
information former Swordfish pilot 
Mr Moffat provided was invalu- 
able. He was ordered to deliver the 
coup de grace to the German titan, 


ship was male, not female — death 
throes. 

“When we got about 1,000 yards 
from the ship, it suddenly turned on 
its side, 1 flew over it, maybe 50 feet 
off its deck, and all those poor peo 

le in the water, hundreds of them 
trrible,” Mr Moffat recalled. 


The two men had never met 
face-to-face before getting together 


hut arrived (© find the ship in its 
~ Bismarck’s captain decreed his 





® Aiming for a worldwide career: twin brothers Dougias (left) and 
Cameron Scott with their SA80 rifies 


Twins join Royals family 


TWIN brothers Cameron and Douglas Scott carned the coveted green be- 
ret to serve with 3 Commando Brigade, passing the same course — helped 
by a littic sibling cncouragement 

Che two Scotts found themselves on the same All Arms Commando 
Course at CTC Royal Marines in Lympstone as they strove for their goal: 
to work with 29 Commando, the Army unit attached to the Royals 

The brothers joined the Royal Artillery last year, bul were hankering to 
join the RA unit which accompanies 3 Cdo Bde on operations. 

The ‘all arms’ course is an cight-veck test designed to train non RM 
personnel from the three services so they can serve with the brigade in the 
front line, teaching trainees to survive in cxtreme climates, cliff assaults, 
landing operations, river crossings and other duties which are the mainstay 
of the RN's clite fighting troops. 

The course concludes with a five-day exercise where all the skills previ 
ousty taught are tested, culminating in a seven-mile endurance run, an as- 
sault course, nine-mile specd mac and a 30-mile yomp over Dartmoor. 

“| wanted to be « commando because I wanted to give myself a chal- 
lenge. Having my brother on the course was good — it woul! boost my 
morale and if he had completed onc of the tests before me, it gave me the 
confidence to do it myself,” said Cameron, 

His brother added: “! have never been #0 mentally or physically chal- 
lenged before but it all become worth it when we were cheered across the 
final bridge on the M)-miler by the rest of the course." 
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is still airborne 
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@ Nice to meet you at last: 
(Left) Swordfish pilot John Mof- 
fat signs his name in the book 
explorer David Mearns wrote 
after finding the wreck of HMS 
Hood and (above) Ark Royal's 
Swordfish pictured above HMS 
King George V on May 27 1941. 
They never made a final attack 
on Bismarck 





at the Angel Hotel in Midhurst, 

“John was aoe help in the dis- 
covery of the Bismarck wreckage,” 
said David, 

“We spoke often in the making 
of a TV documentary on our expe- 
dition, but we never met. 

“He really helped fill in the gaps 
on miscellancous details of the at 
tack. I'm pleased to have finally 
met him —he's a great inspiration.” 

The Fleet Ag Arm veteran 
wided his name to that of fellow 
veterans of the pursuit in a signed 
copy of David's book on the 200) 
expedition and the battle, Mood 
and Bismarck. 
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@ One Type 23 not for the chop: driver LMEM ‘Nobby’ Clarke, his 
‘mechanic’ LMEM ‘Baz’ Hume, and supporters MEM ‘Paddy’ Jar- 
rett and Lt Lauren Yates rev up on Argyll’s flight deck 


(Soap)boxing clever 


SAILORS don't need much encouragement to get on their soap- 
box, but building one's a different matter. 

Sailors of HMS Argyll and Sultan used their spare time to create 
a mini, wheeled-version of the Type 23 frigate and the engineering 
school's oe steam lorry respectively for the country’s largest 


soapbox derby. 

The replica Argyil, yyy roy with 4.5in (well more like 4.5mm) 
gun and CO, or driver, EM ‘Nobby’ Clarke, hurtled down the 
ster at Knebworth Park in Hertfordshire in the Red Bull Soapbox 

lenge. 

Around 50,000 people turned out to watch 80 brave souls risk life 
and limb at speeds of up to 40mph in various makeshift karts. 

The Argyll team made it through their heat, but got no further. 
The Sultan team's replica of Sentinel, nicknamed Sooty, came 
fourth overall. 

The kart — a one-third-size model of the real thing - was the 
Por en of engineer Peter Stearne, aided by apprentices from 

ultan. 

“There were more than 15,000 applications to enter the compe- 
tition so I'm pleased that the support of HMS Sultan we made it to 
the last four,” said Peter. 

Not only were the racers assessed on speed, but also driving 
ability — former motor racing commentator Murray Walker, who 
gave the Sultan team full marks for their design, was among the 
adjudicators - style and entertainment value. 





Have you tried Paradigm’s Auto Top-up 
Facility? Contact Customer Support for 
details. 
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@ The thin red tine...Gibraitarians wearing red costumes link up for the ‘hands 
around the Rock’ human chain (top) assisted by Royal Marines (yes, wearing red 


berets) on the airfield (above) 











THE ROYAL. NAVY AT GIBRALTAR 


A pictorial record charting the 
activities of the Royal Navy al 
Gibrattar throughout! the Twentieth 
Century. Contains 134. full page 
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@ First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Alan 
West receives 
the Freedom of 
Gibraltar on be- 
half of the Senior 
Service 


Still Rock 


WwW hi lavynews. co.uk 





after 300 


I"S an interesting place, 
Gibraltar.”” CPO Jamie 
Stewart says with a matc- 
lot’s typical knack of un- 
derstatement, “It’s more British 
than Britain.” 

Rarely has such a remark seemed 
more fitting than during the out- 
pouring of patriotism which marked 
the Rock’s tercentenary celcbra- 
tions. 

Three hundred years ago Royal Ma- 
rines and an Anglo-Dutch Naval force 
heralded British rule on the fortress. 

For three centurics, Gibraltar’s fate 
has been inextricably bound with the 
fortunes of the Royal Navy. 

And for much of those three centu- 
ries, the RN's fate — and that of the na- 
tion — has been inextricably bound with 
this Mediterranean a eset of Empire. 

In the wars against Napoleon, against 
‘Kaiser Bill’, against Mussolini, against 
Hitler, and now against the global threat 
of terrorism, Gibraltar has played a cru- 
cial role. 

And so it was fitting that the high 
point of a week of 300th birthday cel- 
cbrations was the bestowing of the free- 
dom of the Rock upon the Senior Serv- 
ice by the people of Gibraltar. 

The arrival of REA Sir Tristram and 
HMS Grafton, on the last leg of her six- 
month tour of duty in the Gulf, ushered 
in the celebrations. 

Grafton, fresh from a visit to Malta, 
was greeted by a 21-gun salute as she 
slipped into harbour — the first such wel- 
come afforded # British warship in half 
a century 

The ships’ compamics, aided by the 
Band of the Royal Marines, bolstered 
the colony's small permanent military 
presence for concerts, guard changing 
ceremonies and finally a freedom pa- 
rade through the narrow streets under 
glorious skies. 

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon and 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West 
led dignitarics marking the tecrecute- 





nary. 

Their visit was not welcomed by the 
Spanish, who used the 300th birt 
events — of course Gibraltar’s much old- 
er, but locals were ccichrating British 
rule — as a pretext to stir up the age-old 
subject of Gibraltar’s sovereignty, 

ut what upset the Spaniards de- 
lighted Gibraltarians: the ame the 
ceremony, the Britishness of a military 
spectacle, Rarely have performances by 
the Royal Marines Band been so well 
received, 

A 2,000-strong crowd crammed into 
the colony's principal mecting place, 
Casemates Square, to watch a two-hour 

tformance by. the marines, voluntecs 

ands and RN physical training instruc- 
ts. 

The crowd fell silent and stood ngidly 
to attention as the first bars of the na- 
tional anthem sounded and sang Land 
of Hope and Glory with a gusto only 
Gust) surpassed by the Last Night of the 

roms, 

Which is why the observations of 
CPO Stewart, one of the 50 or sosailors 
serving with the Maritime Data Centre, 
are Spotl on, 


Everywhere in this week of 
festivities, the Gibraltar flag flut- 
tered alongside the Union Fiag. 
On civic buildings, in public plac- 
es, in shop windows, on the bai- 
conies of tenement blocks — of- 
ten alongside the day's washing. 


Locals strolilcd down) the strects 
wearing T-shirts — ‘Keep Gibraltar Brit 
ish’ — or waved placards with similar 
message, Newspaper cuttings posted 
of walls trumpeted a referendum co 
sult from 2002; only 187 people voted 
10 return to Spanish tile. Nearly TSK) 
inhabitants said jn! 

This dcfiance. was charactcnsed on 
Gib's birthday by the “hands around! 
the Rock’, a human chain ringing the 
colony, About 15,000 people, including 


mols 


three centuries The 


Rock has served 


as Britains - and the Royal Navys — bas- 
tion in the western Mediterranean. RICHARD 
HARGREAVES and LA(Phot) LUIS. HOLDEN 
ejimizzemial=meielOhipieliaentetchumios—s eb i el ot 


®@ Tight fit: The R 
Main Street to the 


of locals 


military personnel, formed the chain, 2 
wonderful gesture of community -— and 
a gesture of ‘hands off the Rock too. 

Later that day, Admiral West re- 
ceived the Freedom of Gibraltar from 
its leaders as almost the entire military 
presence in the colony, plus a few "im- 
ports’ from Blighty, marched through 
the streets, 

“It's no comeidence that the Royal 
Marines cite just one battle honour on 
their colours — the single word: Gibral- 
tar,” said the colony's Chief Minister 
Peter Caruana. 


On parade al the cere . though 
not marching, was one of the RNs most 
3 pewes personalitics on the Rock: 

O71 ) Filoyd, Still an active mem- 
ber of the Lloyds Signal Station team, 
Fliloyd you may remember was the sub- 
ject of a Navy News appeal last year as 
vets bills mounted, Readers chipped in 
with almost £2,000 to censure our ca- 
nine friend saw the tercenteniary. (He 
has competition for the RN’‘s affections 
on the Rock now, with the arrival of the 
Gibraltar Squadron's mascot Murphy 
who ts — admittedy — rather more active 
than Filoyd.) 

For non canine members of the mili- 
tury party, there was. a march through 
the narrow streets of the city centre, led 
by the Royal Marines Band — its third 
major public engagement tn as many 
days, yct still immaculately turned out. 





Marines Band squeeze down Gibraltar’s famous 


Also immaculately turned out were 
the people of Gibraltar. Every tercente- 
nary event was wonderfully attended. 

It is this sense of community which 
embodics life on the Rock for RN per- 
sonnel! siatianed here — today mumbers 
are down to 4 few hundred at the small 
Naval base and Royal Naval Hospital 
(the last in the world and celebrating its 
100th hirthday this summer), 

"The Gibraltarians really do like 
Service personnel,” said Lt Cdr Carol 
Stinton, matron at RNH Gibraltar. 

“They are incredibly kind and 
friendly towards us. Because we're all 
together in 4 $mall area, there's a great 
sense of community spirit.” 

With a small RN presence compared 
with days gone by, questions will incvi- 
fy arise. as to the future of the Naval 

asc. 

Admiral West is in no doubt that 
such a staging post — “1,000 miles up 
threat from the UK” —is an important 
asset in the Senior Service's inventory. 

“Gibraltar has always been impor- 
tant to the Navy. It cxists because of 
the Navy, and remains a very valuable 
base for us,” he added 

“Whether or not we will still be using 
it in M0 years’ time, that’s a political 
question — hut there’s no doubt that the 

oyal Navy will still be around then.” 

Politics. aside, the Rock is safely in 
British hands for the near future. Well, 
if legends are to be belicved. 

There's & healthy crop of baby Bar 
bary apes clambering arourid the col- 
ony; as long as they thrive, the Rock 
remains under the Union Flag 


Sun, sea, sand, siestas 


THERE is a surefire way to 


solve any retention issues in 


hurtling past 40°C in high 
summer, of monitoring traffic 


the Royal Navy. passing the Straits of Gibraltar 
Simply post the Senior Seryv- _— the port is the fourth busiest 
ice wholesale to Gibraltar. in the Mediterranean — daily, 
Speak to just about any or running the last RN hospital 
sailor or Royal Marine based in the world, or catering fora 
here and they will describe it Fleet whose operations east 
as “the best job in the Navy”. of Suez have become a firm 
it's not that Gib is an easy fixture once again in recent 
posting. It may seem like an years. 
idyllic colonial world, England's The FAiN’s presence here may 
place in the sun, tea and tiffin be small these days, but the 
at 3.30pm, cocktail! parties in colony still has a strategic role 
the evening. If only. to play, from supporting the 
Try running patrol boats 365 global war on terror, to provid- 
days a year in temperatures ing valuable support to British 
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@ (Left) Pax Britannica: Battle-cruisers at 
the Detached Mole with carrier HMS Furi- 
ous at the harbour entrance, between the 
wars 

Picture Martlime Booxs/ Darel Ferro 





IT took fewer than 2.500 men 
to take the Navy's most famous 
overseas fortress. 

For most of the 300 years 
since, the Rock has been a 
foothold on the Mediterranean 
constantly under siege. 

The capture of Gibraltar 
in the summer of 1704 in the 
midst of the Wars of the Span- 
ish Succession remains the 
sole battle honour on the Ma- 
rines* Globe and Laurel badge. 

An Anglo-Dutch force — 1,500 
British Marines and 400 from 
the Netherlands - landed at 
Gibraltar to seize the fortress 
fram Spain on July 21. 

The Spanish governor, Diego 
de Salinas, refused to raise the 
white flag, so the fleet pound- 
ed the Rock and the Marines 
stormed the defences. 

After just five days, the imposing fortress surrendered 
and Admiral George Rooke — he gave his name to the 
former RN establishment in Gibraltar — claimed the Rock 
for Queen Anne. 

He then promptly departed with his force to refit his 
fleet, leaving the Marines to defend Gibraltar — which they 
did with aplomb for the next eight months. 

One con eulogy declared: “The garrison did 
more than could humanly be expected and the British 
Marines gained immortal honour.” 

For the next century, Gibraltar remained the Navy's 
principal base in the western Mediterranean until the 
capture of Matta in 1802. 

Grand Harbour proved to be an even greater asset than 
Gib, and for much of the 19th century, the Rock was little 
more than a coaling station and stop-off for the AN. 

But as the century drew to a close, a massive expan- 
sion of the dockyard began — Naval intelligence feared the 
threat not of the fledgling German Fleet, but the tradi- 
tional foe, France. 

The new ‘torpedo-proof’ harbour and impressive dry 
docks were completed in 1904... the very year France and 
Britain put aside their differences and signed the Entente 
Cordiale. 

By then the threat to peace came not from France 
but from Germany and her Allies. When war came, units 
from Gibraltar helped to seal the western entrance to the 


the Rock in 1704 





®@ A contemporary engraving of the Marines assaulting Seize the Rock — 


Mediterranean and the base 
served as a marshalling point 
for convoys to the UK, intro- 
duced in 1917. 

As war loomed again a 
generation tater, the Sattie- 
cruiser squadron — HM Ships 
Hood and Renown - were 
based in Gibraitar to counter 
the threat of fascism, first 
from the civil war raging in 
Spain, then from the Itaio- 
German Axis. 

When Italy entered the war 
in 1940, Gibraitar became the 
focal point for RN operations 
in the western Mediterra- 
nean. 

Hitler drew up plans to 

tion 
Felix — which were never ex- 
ecuted; the failure to capture 

Gibraltar, he conceded, was ‘a real blow’. 

instead, the Naval base was a thorn in his side, serv- 
ing as the springboard for convoys to Malta and the strike 
power of Force H, which crippled Hitler's flagship Bis- 
marck. 

As the war turned increasingly in the Allies’ favour, 
the Rock served as the command hub for the invasion of 
north Africa (Operation Torch) in the autumn of 1942 and 
was used during the build-up for the invasion of southern 
France in August 1944. 

in the post-war world, Gib’s importance diminished, but 
never completely disappeared. 

But beyond continuing to be a staging post for the Sen- 
lor Service's operations in the Mediterranean and the East, 
the Straits proved a useful monitoring point to keep an eye 
on Soviet vessels passing by during the Coid War. 

Today, the Naval base is a fraction of its former size 
~ confined to the area around the Tower, the wonderfully- 
colonial forces headquarters on the Rock. 

The Naval contingent too has shrunk, down to a few 
hundred serving RN personne! at various establishments. 

Yet the Rock's importance has probably grown in recent 
years. Operations east of Suez have mushroomed since 
the turn of the century, as has the terrorist threat. 

Where once sailors kept an eye on passing U-boats or 
Soviet warships, today it is the potential fast attack craft 
of the suicide bomber or merchantmen harbouring terror- 
ists and their weapons. 


NAVY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 2004 


® You get more bangs for your buck with the Royal Navy...{Above) HMS 

ion 6 spectacularly illuminated by the tercentenary firework cisplay 
and (below) not the re-enactment of Jutland: Grafton fires a 21-gun sa- 
lute as she arrives at Gibraltar under foreboding skies 








and, er, a Safeway supermarket... 


and Allied warships. 

Fow RN vessels pass into or 
out of the Med without visiting 
Gibrattar — for fuel, for food, for 
ammo, for rest and relaxation. 

if it's busy, most personne! 
don't seem to mind. 

"| defy anyone to get bored 
in Gibrattar,” CPO Andy Rob- 
ertson of the Maritime Data 
Centre said emphatically. 

Lt Cdr Mike McGuire, CO 
of the Gibraltar Patrol Boat 
Squadron, added: “There 
could not be a better draft. 
it's a good place for children 
fo grow up, you don’t hear 


anyone complaining, no-one 
takes sick leave — far from it, 
people ask for extensions to 
their drafts.” 

it’s fair to say Gib is a bazaar 
(sic) place —a unique mixture 
of little England, the Med and 
a littie bit of north Africa. 

in the streets you'll find tra- 
ditional red post and telephone 
boxes, pubs sell pints of 
Boddingtons, you can shop in 
M&S, BHS, Safeway or Tesco 
—here renamed Checkout 
oddly. 

There are Man Utd shirts 
aplenty (well, they're no further 


away from Old Trafford than 
most fans). 

And yet the shops also sell 
wines and spirits at vastly 
discounted prices, you can 


pick up Cheap electrical goods, 


your pound is welcomed — but 
it has Gibraitarian markings 
- the cacophony of insects at 
times is almost deafening, mo- 
torists drive on the right side 
of the road (or maybe it’s the 
wrong side) and the Spanish 
tongue is heard as commonly 
as English. 

More British than Britain? 
Well, if you count the flags... 





@ (Right) Much-ioved 
friend: PO(Dog) Filoyd on 
duty at the Freedom of 
Gibraltar parade. The of- 
ficial pet of the RAN on the 
Rock has some competi- 
tion now from the Gibral- 
tar Squadron's new canine 
warrior Murphy has arrived 
on the scene and (above 
right) Grafton’s crew form 
a guard of honour aboard 
the frigate during an offi- 
cial reception 
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Regina lo 
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in moving ceremony 


PHE SIXTIETH unniversary of 
the loss of the Canadian ship, 
HMCS Regina, was marked at a 
service in Cornwall in August 

Cdre- Jamie Miller, the Naval 
Regional Officer for Wales and 
Western England, represented the 
Scmor Service at the ceremony at 
Poundstock Church, near Bude. 

The ship was sunk by a German 
U-boat off Trevose Head in 
Cornwall on August 8, 1944, with 
the loss of 30 of her crew 

Cdre Miller, a survivor of the 
sinking of HMS Coventry during 
the Falklands Conflict, sad: “! am 
anny glad to be here today 
sccause Of my Own service back- 
ground in the Falklands and trag 
conflict, and my uncle's service. 

“My uncle was Li Cdr Jack 
Miller, RNR, DSO and DSC{bar), 
who was also torpedocd at 
Christmas 194! while the captain 
of a similar ship to Regina, a 
Flower-class corvette HMS Salvia 
in the Mediterrancan, 

“There were 00 survivors.” 


He added: “The service is a 
poignant memory of all the sacri 
hees made by the Dominions and 
Commonwealth, hand in hand 
with the Royal Navy since World 
War Il to the present in support of 
justice and freedom.” 
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lined the streets as the 


ship’s com of HMS 
Ocenh watched ‘past. ted 


by a Royal Marines Band. 


Purple reign begins for Phots 


THE LAST of the Royal Navy and 
Army Photographic Career cours- 
es has fimshed at the Defence 
School of Photography at RAF 
Cosford ~ but this 1s not the end of 
the Photography branch. 

From now on the RN and Army 
photographers will be joined by 
their RAF colleagues for a truly 
‘purple’ course at Cosford under 
its new guise Of the Defence 
College ol Acronautical 
Eenginccring. 

The rise of jointery saw the stu- 
dents of CNI317-23 snap shut 
their cumeras as the last journey- 


The 


men t weather the syllabus that 
has trained the Service's photogra- 
phers for the past ten years. 

After 28 wecks of intensive 
training, the camera-wiclding men 
of the two Services have been 
drilled in the technical side of pho- 
tography, from the classic develop- 
ment of black and white film to the 
modem world of digital media and 
satcilite transmission. 

In addition, they have learnt the 
art of telling the human story in 
images ~ how to capture the histo- 
ry of the Forces just one click at a 
time. 


WHITE ENSIGN 
ASSOCIATION 
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Tel: 
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HMS BELFAST, Tooley Street, London SET 2JH 


Fax: 


020 7357 6298 
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WEA Repretertatives conduct briefings/interviews requiarty at 
Estabiishinernts (bookings taken through Nesettiement/Education 
Centres), and by appointment onboard HM Stvips. 


A Naval Charity for ALL service and ex-service personne! of 
the Royal Navy, fhoyal Marines, QAUNNS,. and their Reserves 








QUICK reactions kicked in 

on board Archer-class HMS 

Example when sailors and 

students went to the rescue 

of struggling swimmers in 
CE ean BRM, | 

the Caledonia Canal. 

LMEM Paul ‘Shady’ Lane 
heard the cries from the upper 
deck and saw some people 
struggling in the water. 

The students, who were coming 
to the end of their summer deploy: 
ment around the coast of 
Scotland, were downstairs chang: 
ing, ready for a might out m 
Inverness. 

Shady said: “They were all in 
their smart clothes, but they didn’t 
think twice. 

“Oneoe they realised this was not 
# drill but the real thing, their 
training kicked into action. They 
did everything they were told 
smartly, and some things that 
needed doing without any direc- 
tice. 

“They launched the boat in 
under 30 seconds,” he said with 
pride, 

It was fortunate that carlicr that 
day the students had been practis- 
ing launching the seaboat 

Shady and one of the students 
Matt Gaskin. who studies at 
Newcastle University, took the 
boat to the scene 

Onc man was being supported 
by another, while a third was strug- 
gling to keep his head above 
water. 

The two Naval men from the 
Northumbrian University Royal 
Naval Unit (URNU) grabbed hold 
of the man, who was naked and 
secmed incbriated, and pulled him 
into the safety of the seaboat. 

Next they went to the rescue of 
the other struggling duo. Finally 
they picked up a fourth man, a 
passer-by who had scen the drama 
and dived in to the canal to help, 
towing a lifebelt. 

“By the time we got back to the 
a the Coastguard, police and 
ambulance services were there as 
well,” said Shady. 

“It was a team effort. The kids 
did incredibly well. 

“It was slightly outside their 
training envelope with multiple 
casualties — we normally prepare 
them for a single man overboard, 

The commanding officer of 
HMS Exampic, La Chris Allan was 
ashore at the time. He said: “I was 
very pleased with the response of 
the students. Their training 
clicked into place and they used i 
well in a real-life situation, 

“It doesn't matter whether RN 
personnel or students, their pro- 
fessional training kicked in, and 
that’s what made me so proud.” 
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SATLORS of HMS Manchester 
can spell — it’s just they're rather 
proud about their new messaging 
system, 

Visitors to the ship = in 
Portsmouth may have thought 
crew had got their flags mixed up 
when they hoisted the flag pen 
nants N-A-M-C. 

in fact the communications 
team were just glad they were the 
first of 37 ships to receive a new 
message handling system which 
thould make life caster in dealing 
with the flurry of signals arriving 


SWIFTSURE CLASS SUBMARINE 


1973-1980 


This model is hand cast in metal, black washed and polished to give a pewter effect, 
mounted on a wooden plinth 11” x 2” with polished plaque 
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® HMS Manchester hoists her pennants 
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Busy Bee needs no 





and departing daily. 

The Naval Afloat Messaging 
Coherency (NAMC) computer 
system has been trialled in its ear- 
lier form in two Type 23 frigates, 
two RFAs and HMS Ocean. 

The improved kit fitted to 
Manchester offers its users a 
Windows-fricndly environment, 
assistance with drafting signals and 
some powerful features to help 
administration and management, 
running on six terminals instead of 
three previously used in Type 42 
destroyers. 
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AFTER an £8 million upgrade, 
HMS Dumbarton Castle is back in 
the Fleet. 

The 22-year-old ship & due to 
set off soon for the South Atlantic, 
bourd for her three-year stint 
patrolling the Falkland Islands, 

The refit work has seen the 
patrol ship fitted with three new 
diese! generators and a new junior 
ratcs’ mess. In addition two ncw 
cranes, capable of handling the 


Atlantic back in Fleet 





youngest member of HMS Dumbarton Castle's company, 
OM(W)1 Michelle Townsend cuts the rededication cake with 
Mariana, wife of commanding officer Lt Cdr John Garratt 


Fortress of the South 





larger rigid inflatable scaboats 
needed for her Atlantic territory, 
have been installed. 

Her commanding officer Lt Cdr 
John Garratt said: “We can now 
deploy to the South Atuntic with a 
top-class ship and a high-spirited 
team ready to fight and win. 

During the rededication, RPO 
Dave Burnside and Lit Gemma 
Fullman received medals for their 
roles in Iraq and Afghanistan. 


Tanky: On behead! of 6 wavtime sailor, 


My 

desir the wer Was te mechname 

due to his ? Comtact Mr OS Garrett. tet 

01256 Or ermal: Sat2h2OG@aol com 
James * Broome: His rm- 


and hs partner's name was Annie — and he 
died in the 60s. H you think you may have 
served with him please comect Liza to help 
uwavel a 60-year-ckd mystery. Contact Lira 
Broome, tet 01204 575183 or amail 
co.uk 

HMMS Ark Royal: f Patrick Fanning served 
on ihe Ark Royal and was trom Dublin, He 
married a Portemouth gif and try hed two 
Gaugiters. Any information eboul sence 
records, next of kin etc. would be appreciat- 
ed, Contact Martin W. Fanning (nephew), 51 
Asidord Court, Brampton, Canada, LOY SE2 
or email MPanning?7@a0l com 


HMS Childer=: Seeking information 


ti! he took Me own fife (on board the HMS 
Chatters) in 1962 Wf anyone knows arn 
about fern, write to Duicie Osmond, Box 
463. Bunn Bay Arm. NL. Canada, ADE 1G0 
of email duice oernond@cm. nica 

HMMS Dido: Does anyone know what hap 
poriedd fo the sivg's belt of MMS Dito after thw 


inal he bes dicl nol accompany Ge sale of 
ite stvp so ihe bell may stil be wiihin the UR, 
George Webster served in Dido and son 
Joh was chnistened on te ship icikca 


. Victoria, Austrama. BOG of 
fret. aus 
H Heat Mas anybody 
a pecture of Head 
repair stup), would be to pay. Contact 
AM, Siversitjes, tet 016) 687 S900 of 
email, Sdversidesnn@ecl.com 
Hawnll: Trytsg to contact Ca John Anger 
FIN, who was posted for some months in 
1982 at Commander Third Fleet, Ford tsland, 
Peal Harbour, Hawa. He was nstrumental 
in Ge success of & workdwitie. rmuifi-nution 


ihe sinking of MMS Hecla by U515 on 
Novernber 12. 1942. have any information 
regarcing LS Charies ‘lan Levem, who went 
Gown wil?) the sivp. Contact Hugh MclLintock 
on 01698 374482 of ernai: hrmoinitocktpot- 
Mall corn 

HMMS Le Tiger: Le mean that 
served with armed trawler | S Le Tiger of 
anyone rornembering te convoy BA-2 from 
New York to Halifax, Nova Soota on .huly 3 
1042? Liberty etwp SS Aloxnndior Macornb 
Wie Afiacked and sunk by U21S. The two 


15 
corn 
Levert Fishing Patrok Dumw Wil 
George Wilson sorved with a unit called the 
Levant F Patrol in te MaedBerranear. 
is son lowe fo heer from arryons with 


Eric Day tHe was killed when the sfup sank 
Contact Lesiny Lovell on 01434 604239 of 
emai, edimuntestey@supanet.com 
Queen Elizabeth: Seeking feminis- 
cences fom members of HMS 
Queen Elizabet®? around 1945. Mike's 


accident on April 21, 1916. Contact 
Fiekd, tol 0112 217 2815 of omet 


Scharnhorst: th Octuber 2003 8 rusher 
of Naval Associations attended the final 


peat pause tact E Sivithy 
@ COpy pPlemse Cont ine 
on 1460 30651 ow ernail 
ernasioarnthatlansserd nll freeserve_co. uk 
Standard Bearers Association: 
Receive a monthly newsletter, giving details 
of pavates, reursons, tips for obtaining S/B's 
cars am menercus other hwipful xieas 
is CIO per your for twelve 6- 
peoe newsletters monthly. Contact Mike 
owell, 21 Scuwnmerton, Wiinecote. 
Tamworth. Staite B77 4LA of ornail 
stancarcbesrersn del Gyan co us 
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— teV/fax: 01436 oo of omail 


Glory Association & 4th Carrier 
Air Group shiprnates are bwited to the 


Calling Old Shipmates 


1989: "Turk" Thurston are 


1056-57. a info aporecanted 
Briggs. tol Tr oles 7640186 oF 
615 3@tiecal co.uk 


anniversary would love to hear from 
Danny Daines fusher), Toney Turner. 
Alan, Pete etc. Contact 
Kerridge, tol 2755 SOS185 of emad 


““HIMS Ganges Blake 10 Mess 1954: Paul 
who served trom 1954-69 is look 


Street, West Melbourne, Victoria 
3058, Australia or email: cobbingsnare 
optusnet corn. 


David Harniiton, tet 01843 209556 of email 
Gavid NarretonGihetube. com 


Stup Ahoy — Calling Duncan ‘Knibbey” 
Knits her peter. ona Ahan 


since your move! Steve Royce-Fogers, tel: 
01085 218653 or emat sfeverre 
SUpanat_ Com 
Loch Alvte and Loch Lomond 1063-6t: 
Ken Stockley is building a website for tho 
test Commieamton of the Loch Alte arxt Loch 
7 set arena VP wate hecfess faves 
or a (irenitrers_aol com! 


Ceat Harvest Festal Parade anc 
Service on 76. Assemble 
Guildhall Yard, Loadon EC1 af 13-00, march 
past by RNA 14:00, parade 14°15 when RNA 
Counc 'Seron 15:00 a St Mary i Bom 
Snare ringer diag fry Say tah 


Cheapside. Contact Lary Gaking, P 
King of Olid Kent Road, ooo eosa 1804. 


October 2004 


St Gride’s Bay reunion on October 1-3 at 
Willow Bank Hotel, Manchester Contact 
Nick Hokinaeorn, tet 023 &248 4028. 


Snel on O23 8272 Gi74 ow etna: 
fewronGroyaknarinesbands.co.uk oF sre 
wwe royatmarneshancdts, on 
frre. 

HMS Cheviot reurson weekend of 
October 6-9 at Eanthourne. All mnks wel- 


come. Contact Vio Denhwn, ter 01792 
841654 
Royal Naval Patrol Service 


Association, Lowestoft: Reunion Octaber G. 
Service end march 10.00 Dinner 169-30. 
Tickets fromm the Nest Contact Hedley 
Crago on O1442 241217 of email: 
rye thet arbour fsbusiress co.uk 

HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans 
Association Feurtor at King Chartes Hotel, 
perery or on October 13, reemorial service 
end next day Al Alax crew, all cory 
HUSMONS WELT. Seven Quests atlendrig 
Worm Ajax. Ontario, its year Detaike from 


fochaimend, He & looking for stories or 
merkwxtes to inchade. Contact Ken on 01945 
475210 el potay No 1 RuumnRat@acy. con 


Contact Oave Grown, PO Box 24 
Boeniegh, Old, 4207, Australia or email: 
reynowrntiiprinus.comn au 


All Arma Veterans Motorcycte Club: 
AAVMCC is the officia’ motorcycle branch of 
the Roynl Gritish Legion open to ail existing 

motorcychats. 


For na Mesenng information 
Veteran: Motorcycle Club, PO Box 242, 
Plymouth, Devon, PLS 4WOQ or see the web- 
site at www.aeVvincc.co.uk 

HMMS Naiod 1040-42 Survivors 
Association have hed thee final 
feunion. Any 1940-42 survivors, or anyore 
interesied, please covtact the Secretary, Bil 
Willie, tet. 0148 772268. 
The Flotilla ore seeking 
ew mernbers Fiotiita s affiliated to the 
Royal Navy and offers members talkke on 
felated (and sormetirnes, urvelatec!) topics 
once monthly, We ofeo have an Anouai 


Diner and a Tal Dinner. The talks are 
interesting, © @ private roorn # 
ihe New Mechanics Institute 


For a modest annual rnembership tee they 
otter fefow Novy-pives a exceflert time, 
and the carnaroadene of like-minded ex- and 
would be ex-muatetots. Contact Gin Johns 
o 0115 928 a76 =O sor evra: 
@himtamet com 
BM Jock’ Melvin ‘Chibewinger would 
the to get in touch) with PO Elec Mick Dyer 
Plymouth area who served on MMS Pitry/ 
Brighton 1974-5 and PO Tas Tay Titer who 


HMS i m thriving 
wih the next reunion in May in Torquay. 
There are many shipmates all cornnis- 
sone who have yet to the assoctation. 
once te ere Miles, tet 01404 

t 

HMS Serius (1 LMEM 
Brian “Skippy” Skipworth, 3K Stokers’ 


on 01453 54577) or 

Seeking an old 
' Abchilita. Served 
together in MMS Maes Ble (1966) ara 
again in HMS Rooke (1963-89). Be good to 
know what tes been up to since then 
Comtact Peter “Sticky” Gmen, 82A Silver 
Street, Newport Pagnell, Bucks. MK 16 0EG 

petermam con 


Contact Tory Sonny 17 Windsor Avenue, 
Newton Abbot. Cevon, TOT? 4D. of emnlk 


knew fon from HM Submarines, 
Endurance, Royal Tournament (1981-2) anct 
RNA all between the years of 1962.2000 
Phaase im touch with Freddy Fox an 
01843 587672 
Warrior 1954-5, Communications 
Dept. Gran Gregory would fe to cortact 
Alex Glackwood and Joe Whatley. Contact 
Erman of 0121 355 4480, 
Wrens: Seeking ary ex-Wreem who were 
m Ajax 290 division in Dauntless Vlanuary 
197M, from HMS Mercury (1976-7), 
lecaved jox-Shorthouss) 


Dartmouth im 
December 1984 in order to amange reurvor: 
Jo Marshal! 


Judy Setter. Contact isabel Kent (nee 
on 02392 727748 of 02302 


Mar 
875701 of ertmil: esyhernt@hotnall com 


_ Navy News on tape 


Navy News is available free of charge on tape from 


Portsmouth Area Talking News for 


those with 


difficulty reading normal type. Contact 023 9269 0851 and 
leave a message with a contact number. No special equip- 
ment is required to play the standard 90-minute cassettes 


Jack Quaintance on 01255 502007 
Christmas teland reunion weekend al 
Sand Bay Holiday Vikage, Weston Super 
Mare fron October 15.18. For details cor- 
tact Jim Cooper, telephone 01903 SS3768 or 
motwhe O7 46 325759 
HMMS Diamond reunion October 235 at 


contact Ray Shipley on 01834 267084 


November 2004 


25 wi 

HMS Sultan wurdroorm to which ah Gllicers 
who have served an CND draft A ewe 
tome and support staff are rwned. 
Contact Car Robin Wain on 023 9270 212 
or Lt Chirts Jor on 023 9270 2843. 

HMS Bulwark 1914: Cormrnemoration of 
80th aniversary of loss on November 26-28 


Contact Mike Brciges an 023 02233 6856 


February 2005 


HMS Andromeda: Reunion takes piece 
in Liverpool from February 25-27. All corn- 
Teaseons, al ranks welcome. Pull weekend 
programme of events. For details coriact 
Rick ‘Matty’ Matthews on 01449 678488 or 
omail: chretthewstibtniernet.com or see 
www hs -ancromeda, cow 


April 2005 


Ba Naval Air Squadrom further 


Squadron members of 1452-56 are sought 
for the next reunion on Apré 9. Detaie fromm 
Las Seth (Secretary), tet 01584 821507 

HM Captain Class Frigates will hold » 
fourmon in Warwsck fom April 14-18. All ax- 
crew members of the 78 slvoe are invited to 
attend amd ergoy meeting ok! shipnates 
fram VWiorkd Wor lt daye For info, phone 
Harry Fine on 020 8455 S400. 


May 2005 


HMS Cleopatra Old Shipmates 
Association will hold ther next reunion at 
Reyal Saliors Home Club, Portarnouth trom 
May 13-16. For more mformation cortact 
Werwitck Frankin on 01752 360611 or email 
a0) AGS SGRO bh eyorsdtar co.uk 

WMS Khedive: Reunion May 13-14 at 

on Spa Naval Chub. Everyone wel 


come. trom Got) Evans. teh 01902 
eoo281 
June 2005 
HMMS ; Eigitth anruasl reurwor at 
Southwokd k on June 3. All ex- 


Solebay’s end Quests ae weicome. Contact 
Muaiconn Caarke on tel 0117 8268864 (day 
time), O17 9622500 levening) or ernail! 


reurn'G@scleiey org 
November 2005 
HMMS Courageous Soc . November 
11-13. Trecarn Hota, Jabhacombe, 
Torquay Te C1463 2243525, erruall: 
cov 4 socrmiy@htritemnet. com or 


 wiew henpcoumagecus. cam 


At your Service entries 


r tus peoe shoud 
w 
i tw r ; 


yoews. coun, Ty 


“ae 
lpi 


rm ciate 


ws tO accent 


the on le 





be brief 
5 HMMS Nel on f? rt 


Aare sonaing your notice in 


titor, Navy New 


more thier 


clearly written or typed and 
PO! SHH 


via ema 


Tablelsada 


phone nuniber 


referably four) before 


temas 


rtp wey | 


nly appea 
vuoTTMTied 


wiser? Avy “le 


to 


For SERVICE, QUALITY and VALUE 


second-to-none... 
We invite PO’S and OFFICERS 


ot The Sea Cadet Corps and 
Royal Navy to take advantage 
of our unrivalled MAIL ORDER 
Service... 


Complete UNIFORM outtits, Caps 
and all accessones, Gold Lacing. 


Customers OWN MEDALS 


MOUNTED, Miniatures supplied 


and mounted, Medals supplied 


Good range ot Regimental Ties in 


BAUN & CO 


Stock, ordering available for Ties not 


in stock. 
Separate Unitorm Trousers 
Terylene/Wool £34.00 


Send S.A.E. for free price list stating 


rank of rating. 


BAUN & CO. 


Only address 
14 QUEEN STREET, 


PORTSMOUTH PO1 3HL 


Tel: 023 9282 2045 





The Association of 
Royal Navy Officers 








Faren Her Majesty The Quenn 
oe cae = Se 
TT bescashdhében: 6a bing & Tending cherie) Membership benefits melude: 
for officers and their depend- * Many trade discounts including 
ants, ARNOis a membership AC membership at £43 per 
~ Europe wide cover 


association which is open co serving 
and retired commissioned officers of 
the RN, RM, QARNNS, former 
The 
association has 9,550 members for 


WRNS and their Reserves. 


giving savings which substantially 
exceed the annual subscription (£12 


per annurn or £180 for Life) 
Tek 020 7402 5231 


year 

* A thick colourful Year Book 

* A list of members’ names. 
addresses and interests 
(aiso available online by secure 
fremars) 

* Free financial, legal and property 
advice 


* A mail redirection facility 

* A tree ‘home exchange’ facility 

* A uniforms and swords for ale 
and wanted facility 

* Sword knots at a fraction of dre 


Fax: 020 7402 5533 normal price (£15} 
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com * Use of the Naval Club in Mayfair 
www.curosurf_conv/ARNO and much more 

"For membership sppcation fort, please complete the filowing —=—=SsSsSsSs*=~=CSsi 


TO: MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, ARNO, 76 PORCHESTER Ice. LONDON W) STP 
Pecee seed me detuime and a memberstep oppécmpon for 


ARNO! 
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SADDAM Hussein ordered 
them, but he never got to 
use them, 

In the waters of southern 
Iraq. the free nation’s ficdgling 
‘Navy’ is on patrol thanks to six 
months of training from pre- 
dominantly RN personne! 

British sailors and marines say 
they arc impressed by the scuman- 
hip skills and dedication of the 
men who have signed up for the 
lrayt Coastal Defence Force — @ 
small ‘Navy’ which & taking over 
responsibility for policing coastal 
waters from Coalition vessels 

The Iraqi crews received basic 
training both on tome soil and 

for officers — at Dartmouth, be 
fore moving to the southern port of 
Umm Qasr tw complete education 
in scafaring, fire-fighting, weapons 
hundling and damage control 

“The experience level of many of 
the defence force members which 
has been greater than expected,” 
sand WOCUSSM) Les Petcher, the 
[rages senior divisional officer. 


"Some of these people 
have 20 years’ experience in 
the previous Navy which has 
made the task of training 
them more of providing re- 
fresher training rather than 
starting from scratch.” 


The RN personne! have beet 
working alongside comrades from 
ihe USA, Australia and the Royal 
Netherlands Navy, and until mud 
summer was led by Briton Capt 
John Murphiec; he bas now handed 
over duties to fellow Sonor Sery 
iocman Capt Colin Welborn. 


ai” 





®@ Auditions for the iraqi 


die Eusi region. 


version of Lad'’s Army went su 
bellows marching commands to members of the Iraqi Coastal Defense Force 
Pictures: LA(Phot) Dave Grilitte arct PA’ Matihew Boteon, US Coastguard 


The team ts monitoring the progress of the 
Iraqi force which is carrying out supervised pa- 
trols in the Khawr Abd Allah waterway which 
leads from Umm Qasr into the northern Guill. 

Saddam ordered five patrol craft from. the 
Chinese, but they were impounded by Allied 
forces on their way to Iraq in 2002 and lan 
guished in Dubai before being reactivated and 
delivered to a Saddam-less country this spring. 

In acklition, 10 Zodiac Riwid Inflatables have 
been provided for the force to carry out mari 
time interdiction operations — boardings — a 
skill which is a mainstay of the RN in the Mid- 


countcr-piracy 
First Sen 


Hlamed Balasim 


he said 


rprisingly well. CPO Dave Pearce 


Navy News reported last year on efforts to 
train the riverine patrol service; the coastal 
force performs a similar role up to 12 nautical 
miles from the Iraq: shoreline — policing du- 
lics, countcr-lorrorism, Counter-smuggling, and 


Lord Admiral Sir 
watched as control of the small force was hand- 
ed over from the Allies to the Iraqis under Capt 


“A small force needs high-quality personnel, 
which is what we have here. All are determined 
io serve their country to the highest standard,” 


















Alan West 





@® traq takes 
charge of her 
new Navy for 
the first time 
(left) at a hand- 
over ceremony 
and (below) 
HMS Somerset's 
sea boat on pa- 
tro! off Iraq. The 
Type 23 frigate 
has been assist- 

ing the fledgling 
| lraqi Navy's first 
patrols 
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Farewell, gallant 
Sir Percivale 


THE ENSIGN has been hauled down 
for the last time, heralding the end of 
an illustrious 34-year carcet 
Sir Percivalc. 

The veteran landing ship has been 
prepared for 
und is due to be put up for disposal 
towards the end of the year 

Phe haul-dewn (orctuned above ) took 
place in Portsmouth, with membcrs of 
the ship's affiliated Sea Cadet Comps 
unit, TS Cossack at Crawicy, providing 
colours party and guides, and music 
from a ¢ 
units at Tunbridge Wells. High Wy 
combe und Windsor and Eton. 

The salute was taken by RFA Com- 
maxdore Bob Thornton and Capt (E) 
John Lawson 

Sit Percivale was built by Hawthorn 
Leslie Shipbuilders, and transferred to 
REA service in 1970) 

She won a battle honour in the Falk- 
lands, and was one of the first ships to 
sail for the South Atlantic, with three 
helicopters and 300 troops on board 
She went on to lead the amphibious 
force into San Carlos. 

She was the first shi 
Stanicy, and was the last British naval 
vessel to lcave Hong Kong when the 
colony reverted to China m 1997, 

In 2000 she was the resident ship 
ilongside in Freetown, Sierra Leone 
for almost « year, and participated in 
both Gulf Wars 


for RFA 


Extended Readiness 


ca Cadct Band drawn from 


into Port 
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SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt, 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Porrsmor T * 
LADY 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior! 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 reorms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
farnily rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea*Coffece facilities, free house 


Tel: 023 9287 0505 






PLYNIOUTH 


Osmond Guest House 
42 Pier Street, West Poe 


GXEEB < 01752 229705 
Bed ond Hreekfast from £18-€£25.00 
Seafront. Courtesy peck-up from 
stuthoes. 4 perster bed. All roca 
CTY. Tea/Coffee making 
Mostly En-suite. Parking 
No Soroking House 














Chester Guest House 
i Stuart Read, Pennycomeyguick 


01752 663706 
\(}-hexiroom property shert walk from 
stataon/ howe Coutts, S-memute drive from docks 
CTY. Tea'Unlles. Secure Parking. Garden 
BAH from £18.00 ~ {25.00 per person 
~ beermubes welcome - 
tonal chester Phyrieuthas bteper wert cots 


JiVi AND JOAN 
EXCELLENT - B&B 
ACCONMODATION 


ALL FACILITIES 
GOSPORT 


REASONABLE PRICES 
MENU BREAKFAST 





7ANTERBURY HOTEL 
SOUTHSEA 
be tiewimenio end Rees Ha ean 
RESERVATIONS 
023 9229 3136 — 025 9282 1508 
* Room, Bed & Breaktast from 


£22 SO a night 
* Modern, Comfortable 
Accommodation Close to Sea Front 
* 70 En-Suite Rooms Available 
* Book Online — 
Group Discounts Availahle 


Off Road Car Parking Tel: 02392.589 713 








so 











r | 2 
“= Accommodation 















WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST — £100.00 
OTHER MONTHS — £70.00 
tet SEPT 


Garian House Holiday 
Sell-catering fiatiets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, tridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. ideal for a visit by family or girl friend 





ist JUNE NIGHTLY — £15.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON ~ £20.00 
CHILDREN 12 YEARS Of UNDER HALF PRICE iF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 
MA CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 


www.garian—house.co.uk email:garianhouse@ntiworld.com 














Flatlets 


UM 2 PERSONS 
WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER ~ £80.00 
LONG LETS - £60.00 


Between 9am — 4pm 


The Sunray Hotel 
Plymouth 


All styles of Accommodation 


Siagie ltooms from £25.00 


Centrally located 
Pull English Breakfast 


hamily Ruan 


omer! 


ewarw; tetchec: Meeatrrect ome 


Hotel R o gal 
Plymouth Hoe 


www.hotels-plymouth.com 
Cireat Breakfast Comfy Bed 
We'll even lend you a cuddly toy 
AA Tel: 0845 644 9474 (44) 
= E-mail: m2 
royal @ hotels-plymouth.com 


BLACKPOOL NORTH SHORE, 
COMMODORE HOTEL. 
3 Diamond 18 bedrooms en-suite. 
Sea views, lift, licensed, Owned and 
run by cx RN couple. Special rates 
for all Navy News readers, 
RN personnel serving and retired 
Book Now for Blackpool's famous 
Hlwmnations September/October, 
Tinsel & Turkey, Chnostmas and 
New Year, Call Jon or Maureen on 
01253 351440. 


01752 G6911S 





Pur OF7 39 Woe 


So cwanriAn¢ed on ef 


XTOROQUAY* 
Westgate Hotel 


* Licensed Bar ETB@@¢¢ 

* Family rooms available 

* Close to seafront + shops 

* H/C, Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex-Navy 


Tel: 01803 295350 
Fax: 01803 213710 





HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING 

ON OUR WEBSITE? 


NOW YOU Carn react 


a truly global audience 


ifomitstemtel tb aie) lela meel ile t ee) 
Shetla Thompsor 


O23 9275 6951 
WWW FaVYONeWSs.cO.uUk 





LONDON - 


A QUIET, SECURE AND 
SENSIBLY-PRICED HOTEL IN 
CENTRAL LONDON 


Just 2 minutes from Heathrow Express 
at Paddington. Most reservations are 

mrcammendations hoceuse ovr quests 

foe! utterly at horne with us 














Fora ae ES 
www.ashleyhotels.com or 
Tel 020 7723 3375 






iIMiD PROPERTY LETTING 

PROPERTIES IN SCOTLANI 

Do you have properties 
sitting vacant? 

if so call JMD as we have 

potential tenants 
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MALTA, MSIDA. Very central 
Guest room in family house. All 
rooms self catering with excellent 
facilities, TV, en suite Extremely 
comfortable, Airport transfer, 
reasonable rates, 


Tel/Fax 00356 21313797 


FLORIDA Luxuriously furnished 5 
bedroom / 3 bathroom villa close to 
Disney & Golf. Heated pool & Spa, 
BBQ & table tennis plus communal! 
pool & tennis court. For excellent 
rates call 023 92250720, 

cmail— enquiries @ 
shrovervillasflorida.com 
www.shrovervillasflorida.com 


BRITTANY, NEAR REDON. 
Large house converted to mexiem 
B&B. owned and run by ex RN. 
couple. Special rates for Nawy News 
renders 

Phone: 0033 (0) 299 700 442 
Email: grahams@ wanadoofr 


SS Ph 
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UNI 5 ove 
Yact 


UNION JACK 
CLUB 


Opposite Waterloo Main Line 
Station and ideal location for 
visiting the London Eye, imax 
cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 
Wide range of bedrooms 


continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 
Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 


For more information contact: 


Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 


Fax: 020-7620 0565 
e-mail; abo@ujclub.co.uk 





ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOEK AND SEAFRONT 


Frceily gucst house, CTV's 
Tew ollie, CH. mostly en sate 
Posh 4 poster. Parking. From £18 pp 
Edecumbe Guest House 
50 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Tet 01752 660675 


E-emil hawton @ctara.co.uk 
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The Royal British Legion is dedicated 
to help serving and ex-service men and 
women and their families... 


...1,000 people are helped to visit war 
Graves every year 





»..over 300,000 calls for help are answered 
_ every year 


——_-— 


» ...94,000 people are helped with war 
pensions every year 


...9,000 people are helped with 
a stay in our homes every year 


...100,000 visits are made each year to 
the housebound or those in hospital. 


if 





Bxee)X 


if you are interested in joining 
The Royal British Legion, would 
like to make a donation or 
require further information, 
please call 08457 725 725. 
Alternatively, visit our website @ 
www .britishlegion.org.uk 





Reg. Charity No. 219 279 
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Birchington 
win — or 
fail to lose? 


AN HISTORIC location for an his- 
lonmc match — well, for a good day's 
sport between the Birchington and 
Margate branches, at least 

Minnis Bay, the site for the testing 
of the Dumbuster bombs, was the 
venue for the Rose Cottage Trophy 
bat and trap match, in perfect sunny 
weather — itself a tradition, a4 the 
only time the event was muncd off 
was in |989. 

Once the chaits and piemecs had 
been sorted out, Birchington chair- 
man S/M Dave Harris sounded the 
Stund Easy, and after a few cane of 
rciresiiment, battle commenced 

The official Birchington report 
states: “The first match Margate iost, 
the second mutch Margate lost and 
the third mutch Margate lost, 

“ht wasn't tha Birchingwn were 
goad, it wits just they were not quite 
ss) had a4 the Opposilim 

“This tas been normal over the 
yours — but what a pleasant way to 
spend 4 summer afternoon.” 


Naval Quirks 


A KEY TO WINNING THE 





AS A FINAL courtesy to per- 
sonnel who ‘cross the bar’ 
the Royal Navy commits 
their ashes to the sea and pro- 
vides a dignified ceremony 
for this emotive leave-taking 
~ free of charge. 

This singular goo! deed 1% 
arranged in Portsmouth by the 
Chaplaincy, HM Nava! Base, 
who report a growing demand 
tor the service — duc, no doubt, to 
the number of wartime veterans 
who are bowing out 

Those who rarely give a thought 


-- THE AMERICANS 
GREATLY HELPED 


BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC 
WAS REPLACING MERCHANT 


SHIPPING LOSSES.. 


Whoops! ts there a 
Welder on board 2+ 


Incorporated by the 


Royal Charter 
THE 


te the subject may be surprised to 
learn that there t more to the com- 
mittal of ashes than just scattering 
them on the surface of the sca 

The Chaplaincy and the funeral 
iirector ure two of the key players in 
this final clrarnat 

The former deals with relatives of 
the deceased and arranges the date of 
the comunittal 

The task of the fameral director m 
to deliver the casket containing the 
ashes to the Naval Base, af icast 
seven days i advance of the ceremo- 
ny, for safe-keeping in St Ann's 
Church 

To comply with Government rogo- 
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lations, the cusket cannot be synthet- 
ic, or made of oak or elm 

It must have holes, not less than 
half an inch in diameter, drilled in the 
bottom: and the sides, und be weigttt- 
ed inside to ensure it will sink 

To ensure rapid assimilation into 
the manm coosysiem, the casket - 
usually made of softwood of 
veneered chipboard, must tot oom 
tain any material harmful to the envi 
ronmecrit, such as copper or brass. 

The removable tid mst be fas 
tencd with countersunk screws, of 
ferrous metal, aot less than one inch 
in length 

The funeral 


director, whose 





New boss 
is signed 
up at the 
double 


THE NEWLY-appointed Senior 
Naval Officer Cyprus and 
Commanding Officer of the 
Cyprus Squadron, Lt Cdr Mark 
Hill, signed on as a Shipmate 
when he and his wife Margaret 
became full members of the 
Cyprus branch of the RNA, 

Pull members of the Association 
must be serving or cx-serving mem- 
bers Of Naval Forces 

Margaret meets this erlenon, 
having served us a Petty Officer 
(Met) in the WRNS from 1987 until 
1993, andl it was during this time that 
she first met her husband 

Within the RNA all references to 
mink ure dispensed with and every- 
one. ifespective of their mnk of 
post, 1 addressed as Shipmaie 

Thus welooming S/M Mark Hill 
und S/M Margaret Hill was a partic- 
ular pleasure for the members — and 
it brings the total mumber of full 
members at the branch to more than 
70, 

Wearing his Commanding 
Officer's hat, La Cdr Hill promised 
members a close contact complete 
with updates about the Squadron, 
together with possible visits to the 
ships and their crews 


Fine for service 


DEAL and Waimer branch report 
that for once the Dover Patrol 
Memorial Service and Parade had 
fine weather, which encouraged an 
utiendance of 36 standards, includ- 
ing the National Standard and the 
No 2 Area Standard 

The Vice Lord Licutenant of Kent, 
Viscount de Lisle steod in for the 
Lord Lrevienant, and Vice Admiral 
John McAnally took the salute, 

Next year’s service falls on 
Sunday July 25, and it will be the 
RAF's turn to take the salute. 


One more trip to sea 
after crossing the bar 





expenses arc met by cxccutors/next 
of Kin, ts well-breied on regulations. 

lf, however, u Sea Salt casket is 
used for the commiutial, it need not be 
brought in advance t St Ann's 
church but to the Naval Base on the 
day of the ceremony 

Relatives of the deceased are also 
lully briefed on the regulations gov- 
cerning the ceremony, which tocludes 
a short tvligious service, conducted 
by a Naval chaplain. trom a Fleet 
Tender and carried out at Spithead, at 
4 point wear to Spithank Fort, 

The Tender leaves tor Spithead at 
2.30pm on Wednesdays and there 
may be several commitials on the 
same afternoon, duc to the growing 
demand for the service 

Health and Safety regulations per 
mil only six mourners on the Tonder 
~ und no children under 14, 

The mourners are met al the 
Victory Gate of HM Naval Base. 
close to Portsmouth Harhour sation 

Should the weather be unsuitable 
for small craft t© venture out, rele- 
lives are oormally advised of cance! 
lations 24 hours m advance. 

Those tasked with committing the 
ashes of a relative or fellow shipmate 
to the sea will be given all the infor- 
mition they require on contacting 
Mrs Lisa Paffett at The Chaplaincy, 
North Wing, Admiralty House 
(ppi3), HM Naval Base Portsmouth, 
PO! 3LR, telephone 023 9272 2915 





standard 
is centre 








of attention 


THE rededication of the 
Cheshunt branch standard, 
after 12 years, was a happy 
occasion for members and 
their fellow shipmates of 
neighbouring branches, who 
paraded with them, their stan- 
dards on high, for a religious 
service in Christ Church, 
Waltham Cross, conducted by 
Canon Martin Bannister, the 
branch chaplain. 

Those present at the cere- 
monies included Capt Paddy 
Vincent, the President of No 1 
Area, the Mayor and 
Mayoress, Clir and Mrs Hale, 
the local MP, Dame Marion 
Roe, who was accompanied 
by her husband Mr James 
Roe, and branch standard 
bearers and members of the 
ex-Service associations. 

The parade was led by the 
Royal British Legion band and, 
following the ceremonies, 
shipmates and their quests 
who attended returned to the 
RNA branch's usual meeting 
place, Cheshunt and Waltham 
Cross Conservative Club, past 
a saluting platform where the 
salute was taken by Capt 
Vincent, the Mayor and 
Mayoress and Dame Marion. 

Once at the Conservative 
Club all present enjoyed a 
buffet reception and a disco. 


Quilt raises £320 


A PATCHWORK quilt produced by 
a member of the Leighton 
Linslade branch helped raise more 
than £300 for Pembroke House. 

The double bed quilt was the work 
of S/M_ Barbara Cookson, and 
besides being sponsored by the 
branch, it was later raffled within No 
6 Area, the winning ticket being 


drawn at the May arca meeng 

During July several members of 
the Lesgwhton Linslade branch visited 
Pembroke House in Kent, when the 
cheque for £320 was handed to 
Chairman Peter Bullimore 

The visitors were then given a 
guided tour, and joined residents fot 
an evening quiz. 


£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 





The mystery ship in our July 
edition was HMS Palliser, 
which bore the pennant num- 
ber F94, and was a Type 14 
(Utility) frigate. 

The winner was D. Bean, of 
Christchurch in Dorset, who 
wins a £50 prize. 

This month’s mystery ship is 
a corvette which was complet- 
ed in the latter stages of the 
war at the Pickersgill yard, and 
whose name lives on in the cur- 
rent Royal Navy. 

Her pennant number has 


been removed trom this picture 
- but can you name her? 
The correct answer could 
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Best feet 
forward 


USING foot power to raise 
cash for Arbroath branch 
funds, S/Ms Diana (Di) Dargie 
and Granville (Fred) cooper 
have set off to walk the daunt- 
ing West Highland Way — a 
distance of 96 miles. 

Among the things that 
would cheer them on their 
way would be to know that 
they have the support — and 
sponsorship — of other RNA 
branches. 

Those who would like to 
help sweil the coffers should 
send donations to the RNA 
Fund Manager, c/o Royal 
British Legion Scotland, Helen 
Street, Arbroath. 


Email plea 


A PLEA has been issued by a 
branch in South Africa. 

Paul .Knapp, of the Natal 
branch, has asked all RNA 
branches in particular, and 
other Naval Associations, 
clubs or people to send their 
_— addresses to him at 

a 3 6) co 9 for inclu- 
sion in a Naval Directory. 


THERE has been no lack of sup- 
port tor the retum to Liverpool 
of the World War U warship 
HMS Whimbrel, to serve as a 
permanent memorial of the 
Battle of the Atlantic and the 
thousands of Naval personnel 
and merchant seamen who died 
in the conflict over the years, 

Supporters will be pleased to 
know that whut may have seemed a 
pipe dream muy become a reality, as 
a project recently established aims to 
bring this about 

The project, headed by Capt Chris 
Pite RN (rtd) and an embryonic man- 
agement team boasting project offi- 
cers with a wide range of skills from 
accounting to public relations, 
reports lo a sicering group, 

The Group includes many individ- 
vals distinguished in public life, 
including Vice Admiral Michael 
Gretton, director of the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, whose father, the 
lute Vice Admiral Sir Peter Gretton, 
was revered as 4 Convoy escort com- 
mander during the Bartle of the 
Atlantic. 

The project's overall plan ts in six 
phases, the first of which is the pur- 
chase of the Whimbrel. 

The ship, completed in January 
1943, wus sold to the Egyptian Navy 
in 1949 to become ENS Tariq. 

She left service as an accommoda- 
tion ship in Alexandria and went for 
disposal in 2002 

The Tariq, alias the Whimbrel, 
wus surveyed last February and a 
two-part purchase and Alexandria- 
based refit packuge wus ugreed al a 
total cost of £1 milion, subject to the 
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SOME places open up to Vis- 
itors in a matter of hours, 
allowing them to get a handle 
on it through an organised 
tour or a good guide book. 

lokye is definitely not one of 
those places. 

The Japanese capitul is u sprawl 
ing metropolis with few obvious 
landmarks to guide the novice 

The mass transit system its 
undoubtedly cfficrent, and carries 
just enough English signage on 
underground or suburban train sta- 
bons to make tt comprehensible to 
the non-Japanese speaker 

Bul if ome thas just arnved for a 
brief stopover, and needs to immerse 
oneself in the local culture in short 
order, then a friendly face to point 
the way is most welcome. 

Step forward the members of one 





project's ability to raise this sum in a 
reasonable time-frame 

If this ts achieved and Phases 2 to 
6 of the project are successtully 
acoomplished, HMS Whimbrel could 
yet be 8 star attraction when 
Liverpool becomes the Buropean 
City of Culture in 2008 

Designed for convey escort duties, 
HMS Whimbrel was one of 33 ships 
of the Black Swan class of sloops 
which played a vital pole in the battle 
of the Atlantic 

Her famous sister ship was HMS 
Starling, commanded by the leg- 
endary Capt Johnny Walker. 

With good anti-submarine and 


of the more isolated Outposts of the 
Association — the Japan branch. 

They may number no more than a 
dozen or so in a land of 120 million, 
but what they lack in membership 
they make up for in cuthusiasm for 
the Royal Navy — and beyond. 

As branch chairman Peter Button 
explained, they cannot Operate ay 
easily as UK-based branches, but 
they believe they uphold the best tr- 
ditions of the Association 

“We do not get together offer 
enough, bur many of us sill work 
and some of the distances involved 
between us are considerable’ said 
Peter 

“We ure driven by ships coming 
on port visits — traditionally we 
always take a party of jumor rates on 
aun ashore; pick them up and take 
them to sce the nightlife of Tokyo, 
dinner and so on, all expenses paid.” 


return 


anti-aircraft capabilities, the 
Whimbrel served in Atlantic and 
Russiin convoys and at Normandy 

On being transferred to the Pacific 
Fleet her moment of glory came 
when she represented the Royal 
Navy at the ceremony in Tokyo Bay 
in September 1945, marking the end 
of the conflict. 

As ENS Tangy, she went on to give 
her Egyptian owners nearly 4) years 
uf operational service, 

She is one of only a handful of 
World War Ul warships to have sur- 
vived into the 2Ist century — and ts 
srobably the only one in anything 
like her original condition 








® South Harrow branch chairman S/M Ernie Manville presents a 
cheque for £200 to Mr A.R. Quinton of the Royal Albert Seafarers 


Society at the branch Presentation Evening. 


e branch also sent 


a cheque to the Gurkha Welfare Fund for the same amount 





® This year’s RNA Christmas card depicts HMS Cavalier - the last of the Greyhounds of the Sea — 
marking her GOth anniversary. The cards cost £3.75 for a pack of ten, which includes 

Orders should be sent to Royal Naval Association Headquarters, 82 Chelsea Manor Street, Lo 
SW3 5QJ, telephone 020 7352 6764, fax 020 7352 7385, or email richard@royalnavalassoc.com 


Thix warm welcome, which was 
very much enjoyed by a group from 
destroyer IMS Exeter on her recent 
visit, is also extended to Visiting 
Commonwealth shigt as well, as the 
frequency of RN ship visits has fall 
cn away 

The branch — which includes a 
retired admiral of the Japanese 
Maritime Self-Defence Force. as 
well ws former Commonwealth and 
UK sulors and a couple of RAF 
types — also fulfils what Peter says is 
a Vital role in Remembrance Day cer- 
emonies and other such services 
where u highly-visible Royal Navy 
presence is appropriate 

Another highlight of the calendar 
is the Trafalgar Night dinner — and 
that is one aspect of Royal Navy life 
which translates relatively easily. as 
Nelson ms held in high regard im 
Japanese military circles 

Members of the Japan branch are 
conscious of their relntive isMlation 
from the mainstream RNA, but wel- 
comed news of the Conference deci- 
sions in Portsmouth m June which 
will give associate members a chance 
to take a more central role in branch 
affairs, believing that will allow the 
harden t® be spread more evenly, and 
thereby reinvigorate the branch) 

And young sailors who will some 
day call in at Tokyo on a Type 45 
ilestroyer or a big new Royal Navy 
cumer could well huve cause to echo 
that sentiment as they head off for a 
fascinaling run ashore with the RNA. 











Japanese outpost offers 
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® A considerable proportion of the membership of RNA Japan 
branch after a meeting in the Meguro district of Tokyo - chairman 
Peter Button is second left 





£ 


* Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street cf 
¢ Affordable room rates 


* Choice of restaurants and bars 
* Concessionary NCP Car Park rates 


* Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 
reunions and private parties 


The Victory Services Club, 
64/79 Seymour Street, 
London W2 2HF 


Tel:+44 (O)20 7723 4474 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 1134 
Email: info@vsc.co.uk 
Web; www.vsc.co.uk 
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THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB 
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No chance for 
Slow starter to 
find sea legs 


HE swift demise of the RN-based TV drama series 

i Making Waves underlines today’s mass media 

moguls’ increasing unwillingness to take a risk — 
they are only interested in short-term gains, it seems. 

In all honesty, the first two episodes clearly failed to 
hit the spot. As was observed in the survey of TV soaps 
that was shoved into it what should have been the 
fourth part slot — ironically titled /t Shouldn't Happen on 
a TV Soap — observed: “Soaps have larger than life 
characters and gripping story lines" and to begin with 
Making Waves was sadly deficient in both those vital 
departments. 

The dialogue was also oddly dated — Virginia 
McKenna would have had no trouble with the lines 
given to the female lead. 

By the third episode it was starting to get into its 
stride, though, with a more coherent plot and closer 
attention to characterisation. But by then it was already 
too late — 3.7 million viewers were viewed as too much 
of a niche market and the axe fell. 

Long gone are the days when TV mandarins were 
prepared to tolerate a slow starter — as was Dad's Army 
which went on to become one of the most successful 
military-based series of all time, still much beloved by all 
generations. 

Instead, they prefer to appeal to the lowest common 
denominator in their programming, on the basis that no 
one ever lost money that way. Which may well be true — 
but if so, why are more and more people turning off the 
pe these days? Even EastEnders has been taking a 
slide lately. 

lf Making Waves failed to make much of a splash on 
embarkation, it should have been given the chance to 
find its sea legs. Meanwhile we understand that the 
whole series may eventually be available on DVD video. 
Watch this space. 


Naughty, but nice 


ITH the closure of HMS Dryad, after ten years 
the establishment's popular barber Mandy 
Parsons has been forced to hang up her scissors 





there. 

She still has her other salon nearby at HMS 
Collingwood, opened three years ago by the Princess 
Royal — whose husband was one of her customers. 

Navy News Editor Jim Allaway was invited to get in the 
big black chair for Mandy's final Navy cut at Dryad... 

“Shall | do your ears?’ 

“Are there hairs growing on them too now, then?” 

“They come out of every orifice.” 

“So I've been told.” 

“| don't do noses, though . . . Something for the week- 
end, sir?” 


‘Well, you can stick your goblets, 




































Double win 
in lottery 
for new 
boy Kevin 


AFTER only 18 months in the 
Navy, submariner OM Kevin 
Scott of HMS Vanguard is the 
lu winner of £5,000 from 
- N and RM Sports 


He was presented with the 
cheque by Scond Sea Lord 
Vice Admiral Sir James 
Burnell-Nugent during his 
visit to the Trident submarine 
at Devonport Naval Base and 
plans to spend the money on 
a new car. 

It was actually Kevin's sec- 
ond win this year — he collect- 
ed £50 in March and is now 
keeping his fingers crossed 
for a hat-trick. 
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THE PRINCESS ROYAL 
draws a lucky ticket in 
aid of King George's 
Fund for Sailors while 
visiting RNAS 
Yeovilton, assisted by 
Executive Officer Cdr 
Peter Morgan. 

Princess Anne was 
met on arrival b 
Commanding cer 
Cdre Alan Bennett and 
Lady Gass, the Lord 
Lieutenant of 
Somerset. 

She was then given a 
tour that included 846 
NAS, one of Yeovilton’s 
Commando helicopter 
squadrons, and the 
Primary Care 
Rehabilitation Facility 
at the Station Medical 
Centre. 


The Wardroom 
a ote 2 KGFS = 
nclu a flypast and a 
Beat Retreat and 
Sunset more | by 
the Band of HM Royal 
Marines Commando 
meer ss for 
which Princess took 
the salute. 








Navy publicity 


THE NAVY’s top media and communications 
team have moved back into the newly refur- 
bished Ministry of Defence Main Building in 
Whitehall. 

And it has been reorganised to improve communi- 
cations both within and outside the Navy. 

The message is now delivered by Captain Brian 
Warren as Director of Defence Publicity (Navy), who 
replaces the former Director of Corporate 
Communications (Navy) and is part of a new sub 
Directorate of the overall Directorate General Media 
and Communication. 

Director Defence Publicity (DDefPub) Air 
Commodore Mike Lloyd has the job of enhancing and 
maintaining the reputation and image of the single 
services, while building a broader picture that better 
reflects the modern joint approach to issues by the 
MOD and the Armed Forces. This covers all non- 
News activities a major TV documentaries and 
dramas, websites, branding issues, merchandising and 


photography. “My team and I are looking forward to 
the challenge but are currently getting to grips with 
the Main Building open plan working practices, IT 
and not least their new responsibilities,” Capt Warren 
told Navy News. Meanwhile the Directorate of News 
press office has been strengthened with more senior 
military officers and includes deployable media oper- 
ations teams. Longer term plans and strategy are now 
handled by the Directorate Communication Plans and 
Management. 

The final part of the new organisation is the 
Director Community and Internal Communications, 
whose responsibilities include schools presentation 
teams and defence exhibitions. 

— Contact Capt Warren on 0207 21 87903. The 
Navy Press Office contact is Cdr Richard Buckland 
(83258). Advice on marketing, copyright and trade- 
marking from Lt Cdr Steve Boynton (83921). Taking 
the Naval lead on media contracts, exhibitions and 
museums is Lt Cdr Jon Green (87508). 
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Newcastle bows 


out with grace 


VETERAN destroyer HMS 
Newcastle is emoying a 
high-profile sunset of her 
distinguished Naval carcer. 

Freshly back from a seven-month 
wur of duty in the Mediterrancan 
where she took part in the global 
war on terror, Newcastle makes 
the short hop along the Solent thi 
month to Southampton Boat Show, 
one Of Britain's most prestigious 
maritinve events 

The Greordic Gunboa!t was one 
of three Type 42 destroyers cur- 
marked for pensionme off under 
the 206M Defence Review: LMS 
Glasgow and Cardiff will also be 
decommissioned 

Despite being in her twilight 
days, Nowcustle was worked ex- 
tremely hard during her final tour 
of duty. She joined fcllaow NATO 
warships im monitormg the move- 
ment of merchant vessels 

Sailors investigated 731 ships 
during the deployment, but only 


Jetski Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday... 


A VOLUNTEER patrol improving 
safcty in Portsmouth Harbour and 
its environs is widening its scope to 
USSISt pCISK) Users 

The Volunteer Harbour Patrol 
was set up last spring by Queen's 
Harbour Master Cdr Tom Herman, 
offering assistance, safety tips and 
guidance to the thousands of mari 
ners who use Portsmouth’s waters 

Jetskis — officially “personal wa- 
ter craft’ — ure particular popular in 
waters Off Lee-on-the-Solent 

The VHP will acquire a jetski in 
lime for ext SUMMCr scuson, sup- 
ported by a team of up to 20 peo- 
ple. 

The jetski patrols task will be to 
distribute leaflets explaining rules 
and regulations on the craft's use as 
well as helping users who get into 
difficulty 

Volunteers must have the Royal 
Yachting Association PWC pro- 
ficiency qualification. Applicants 
should write to: Mrs 8S Jolliffe 
Room 402. Semaphore Tower, 
Portsmouth Naval Base, PO? 4UT 


strike up the band 


THE Royal Marines Band will 
perform a series of concerts 
through the autumn and winter 
at St Mary's Church in Fratton, 
Portsmouth. 

The concerts begin on Sep- 
tember 16, followed by October 
14, Novernber 18, December 16, 
January 13, March 3 and March 
17, each beginning at 7.30pm 
(doors 6.45pm). 

Tickets are £6 (£5 conces- 
sions or £3 for children) with 
season tickets ranging from 
£12-£18. Details on O23 9272 
6182. 


felt the need to board two for clos 
er inspecbon. Nothing suspicious 
was found, 

Apart from. keeping terrorists 
in check, the Geordie Gunbaut 
found time to visit the Black Sea 
to work with the navies of Bulgaria, 
Ukraine and Romania, and drop 
inon the Russian port of Novoros- 
siysk in the Kuban. The Russians 
were delighted with the RN visi 
so much so that the sailor found 
themscives on nathonal TV, 

The decision to pay off the ship 

she Uecommissions in her home 

wt of Portsmouth in the New 
fear — came during the dying days 
of her deployment. 

Commanding Officer Cdr Jct 
emy Blunden said the announce- 
ment was not unexpected and un- 
derstandable given the RN's need 
to focus on new technology, but 
nevertheless sud for her 260-strong 
ship's company, 

It is sad since Newcastle is o 
fine ship with a fine ship's compa- 





ty. We have to face the fact that she 
is getting old and no longer offers 
all of the capabilities that the Royal 
Navy needs in the 21st Century,” 
he added 

“LT suspect HMS Newcastle's final 
deployment will go down in history 
as one of her best. We have visited 
20 different ports in ten countries 
all over the Mediterrancan ani 
Black Sea and enjoyed an excellent 
batance of work and play 

Beyond hosting various digni- 
lanes and media events while im 
Southampton, the ship will be open 
ko vistors throughout the boat 
show — September 10-19 — and be 
dressed overall for the duration. 

Once the show ends, Newcastle 
will make a bee-line for her name- 
suke city to pay an emotional final 
Visit 

A visit to Newcastle is always 
popular with sailors; the city is 
regurded as the sccond-best run 
ashore in the workd behind New 
York. 





The epitome of a green beret 





STALWART Royal Marine Maj 
Mike Wills has been laid to rest 
with full Corps honours, 

The 44-year-old officer, who 
joined the Royal Marines in 1978, 

ras killed when the Cessna 20 air- 
craft he was travelling in crashed 
ncar Dunkeswell airficld, 

May) Wills, an expenenced para- 
chutist, had been duc to take part 
in an off-duty tandem jump when 
the light aircraft came down. 

The officer most recently served 
at CTC RM in Lympstone, where 


he was responsibic for co-ordinat- 


ing training policy for recruits. 

Around MX) colleagues and 
friends attended his funcral serv- 
ice at the CTC’s church, St Alban 
the Martyr, before Maj Wills” body 
was interred at Lympstone village 
cemetery, 

“Maj Wills was the cpitome of 4 
Royal Marines officer,” said Lymp- 
stone’s Commandant Brig Garry 
Robison. 

“He was thoroughly profession- 
al, strong in body and mind and dis- 
pee integrity and humour tn all 
ne did. He will be sorcly missed.” 
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ORTUNATELY for 

everybody con- 

cerned, the only 
| aspect of one 
British attack subma- 
rine’s global deploy- 
ment which was turbu- 
lent was the name of 
the boat concerned. 

In all other respects the trip 
to Australia and back was pret- 
ty much a text-book example 
of flag-flying and defence 
diplomacy, with operational 
tasks thrown in for good mea- 
SUE. 

When HMS Turbulent's 
Commanding Officer, Cdr Andy 
Coles, took his. boat out of 
Devonport in January, it reinforced 
the pace al which the Navy's 
attack submarine flect operates. 
Turbulent hod been at sea for ten 
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@ (Above) Commanding Officer 
Cdr Andy Coles relaxes on the 
casing of HMS Turbulent in 
mid-ocean 


® (Right) Sunset in the South 
China Sea 


Round 
the world: 
the small 
print... 


HMS TURBULENT was 
the second of the 
Trafalgar-class boats 
built at Barrow-in- 
Furness, and was 
launched in December 
1982. 

As a nuclear-powered 
attack submarine, she is 
designed to move swiftly 
and silently underwater for 
weeks on end, her only lim- 
itation being the needs of 
her crew. 

She displaces more than 
5,200 tons when dived. Her trip 
to Australia and back took her 
34,000 nautical miles. 

The submarine was away for 
182 days = of which 147 were 
actually at sea. 

Turbulent operated with a 
crew of around 120, taken from 
a pool of 180 with major per- 
sonnel changes taking place at 
Bahrain, Singapore, Fremantle 
in Australia and Simons Town 
in South Africa. 

Ten of the crew stayed with 
Turbulent for the entire trip, 
including her Commanding 
Officer Cdr Andy Coles. 

Turbulent is thought to have 
been the first submarine in 
recent times to have taken a 
Fathers and Sons party for 
several days on board during a 
deployment. 

The most easterly point of 
the deployment came when 
the submarine was alongside 
at Fremantle, near Perth, 
which also marked the furthest 
point from home. 

The subsequent crossing of 
the Southern (tndian Ocean 
also marked the southernmost 
limit of the deployment, at 45 
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@ (Right) CH Kevin Dower and LCH ‘General’ Patton cook eggs on the casing of HMS Turbulent as 
the sun beats down in the Far East 








months of the previous year, including 
operations off iraq, and Christmas was 
a busy period as the boat prepared foro 
major deployment. 

Part of January was spent proving to 
Plag Officer Sea Training (POST) thu 
the boat was in good shape: one task 
was to snenk up on a task eroup exer 
cising off Comwall without revealing 
the bowt's presence. 

A planned transfer of personnel off 
Plymouth was affected by gales, which 
alsa resulted in damage to Turbulent’s 
mooring bollards, so the boat headed 
soul, where the bollards were repaired 
in culm waters in Gibraltar Bay by the 
manne engineers, and the trinsfer of 
personnel could be completed. 

Warm-weather trials ended with a 
visit (o Toulon, when families New out 
to see their loved ones, and some of the 
ercw headed along the coast to 
Marseille, Nice, Monaco and 41 
Tropes, soaking up the atmosphere of 
the Cote dAzur, 


For others it was business 
as usual, with maintenance 
and repairs to be carried oul 
before heading east of Suez. 


The approach to the canal was more 
like the Bay of Biscay than the Med, 
with driving wind and rough seas, bet 
Turbulent qucue-jumped a convoy of 
[4 large merchanimen waiting for bet- 
ter weather and she sailed through the 
conal with destroyer HMS Newcastle 
providing proviection. 

With the warmer waters of the Red 
Sea came higher temperatures on 
board, and the chance to pet up top and 
enjoy some fresh air was always wel- 
comed = calm seas made that possible 
on a regular basis, 

Into the Gull, the boat's sports teams 
had 2 run out in Bahrain, losing aw 
rugby (29-7) and football (4-3), despite 
fervent support. 

At Bahrain Cdr Coles was also able 
to award the prized Dolphins badges to 
seven recently-qualified crew mem- 
bers, who received them in the tradi- 
tional way = catching them in their 
teeth from the botwom of a tot of rom, 

An operational task ended with o 
visit to Singapore, which marked the 
half-way point of the deployment — and 
anciher chance for fiumilies do meet up 
with the submariners, 

Back af sca, a horse-race night 
(played with counters, large dice 
and a course marked out on the 
deck) pave the more creative 
sailors a chance to show what they 


@ (Right) ‘Grandad' Rogers, 
wie joined off Gibraltar with 
the Fathers and Sons party, 
drives the boat towards 
Devonport 
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could do, and; strong field of “horses’ 
was the resulleach produced by a dif- 
ferent mess, 

But there vas a clear winner — PO 
Edwards projuced a pony several 
hands high, nade over many weeks 
from redundant metal canisters, papier 
miché, and coourcd with erivy. 

Crossing the equator, more fine 
weather allows Cdr Coles to stop the 
bowl, and mae than 20) af the crew 
awom across the line —- a welcome 
break after sixweeks submerged. 

Once inte the southern hemisphere, 
more than 30 of the crew who had 
never crossed he line paid their duces ut 
the court of King Neptwne, which 
mostly involved being plastered im 
messy substances, washed off as the 
‘olfenders” wee thrown into the sea, 

The passap: south also pave the 
crew 4 chance to vote for the Man of 
the Bot, the person they felt had added 
mcst 10 the moruke and operational elfi- 
ciency Of the submarine. The winner 
for this year was RS Dave Waldock. 

Fremantle in Australia wos the nex 
port of call — tie first by a British sub: 
murine since [yy 

‘The reception from locals was out- 
Handing, witha busy round of formal 
ind social events, sports fixtures keep 
ing the crew bosy, and ome clay was set 
aside for UR defence contractors to 
showease theit equipment. 

Shonly before arriving in 
Fremantic, a 36-hour head-to-head 
exercise was held with Australian 
Collins-class submarine HMAS 
Dechaineux, which resulted in a lively 
bul good-natured wash-up wflerwards, 

Sister submarine HMAS Sheean 
acted as host vessel for the Turbulent 
While she was dlongside in Fremanile, 
neur Perth — and although the mulwin- 
ter weather was poor with strong 
winds sun heavy rain most days, the 
Brits managed to range far and wide 
during the ten days, 

The boat sailed again in mid-June, 
stuffed full of didgeridoos and 
boomerngs, and went straight into o 
mammoth, '3-day transit af the scvuth- 
em Indian Ocean 

The poor weather dogged Turbulent 
for pant of the crossing. and it wasa 
sobering time for all on beard as they 
went for days withoul any contacts at 
all, 
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@® OM(SSM)1 Lewis 
Timms on lookout in 
the South China Sea 








































































“The Southern Indian Ocean is a 
very cmpmy ocean.” said Cdr Coles. 

“Not much shipping goes across vl, il 
lends to stick closer to the coasts. 

“We really were moving quite last 
across it, but every day we would look 
ut the plot and see there was still a huge 
distance to cover — it makes you realise 
just how big the world is.” 

Simons Town gave the crew another 
Chance to unwind, staying in hotels and 
muking the most of tourist attractions. 

Some helped finish off four mew 
houses in a township — part of the 
‘Habimn for Humanity" programme and 
a ooo counterbalance to the opulence 
of the area in which the crew's botels 
were situated 

A Services Entertainment 
show was put on (for 
Turbulent, including singers, 
dancers and comedians, 

Great White shark diving proved 
temping for some, whike olhers wer 
skydiving or on satari, but the wildlife 
wis coven closer to hand for those who 
slaved mear the submarine, which was 
henhed near a colony of jackass pen- 
Buln. 

The recnissing of the Equator (with 
anther 17 first-timers on board) was | 
done deep underwater on the —5 
Passee north, and the stop al 
Gibraltar on this occasion pave cs 
the submarine a chance to drop i 
off an advance party and pick 
up almost a dozen fathers and ff 
sons = an unusual event for an 


KIN beat. 
“We had briclings and exer- 
cises, including simulated 


attacks, a firefighting demon- 
sirmtion io show them, and they 
all had a chance to steer the sul 
murine by taking the bela,” 
said Cdr Coles 

“They minged in age from a 
ieeriger to “Grandad” Rogers, 
who was 76, the grandfather of 
one of our OMS. Everyone on 
board just called him Grandad 

“He was not Navy — it wis 
his first time on a submarine 
bot he joined in just about 
everything, and when he left in 
Devonport he said to me he 
would be reporting back for 


duty on Monday.” 


ys oI 


® (Above) Typical of the conditions on board a modem attack submarine — the contro! room of 
HMS Turbulent. From left, Logistics Officer Jeremy Lai-Hung, Commanding Officer Cdr Andy 








@® (Left) HMS Turbulent powers through the South China Sea 


@® (Aright) POMEA Peter Scott emerges from the idepths of HMS Turbulent’s Aull 


Coles, Executive Officer Lt Cor Simon Asquith and TSO Lt Cdr James Wyper 
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To tie the knot in its flat form, work 
on a flat surface and take out the 
slack while threading through the 
second isad to keep the knot tight 


and compact. 
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Pie 


The first lead can be followed around by the second 
lead as many times as required to create the finished 
knot. Always keep the second lead on the same side as 
the first lead (the lead that created the pattern) and tuck 
the ends in neatly to hide them. 

— From The ARYA Book of Knots by Peter Owen (Adiard 
Coles Nautical £7.99) 
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The riddie of 
the shells in 


World War I 


cess at the Heligoland Bight, sinking three light cruisers 


A T THE start of World War I Beatty's cruisers scored a suc- 


nd a destroyer. 


But the encounter pointed up a 
lesson Of fateful consequence to 
the future. The Germans noticed — 
but were careful to conceal — that 
British shells were of such poor 
quality that many broke up on 
impact, so that instead of penctrat- 
ing and causing maximum damage 
they often inflicted merely superti- 

ial wounds. 

At the Falkland Islands a few 
months later Sturdee’s battle cruis- 
ers caught up with the German Far 
Eastern Squadron under yon Spee, 
Not only were the slower German 
armoured cruiscrs at a disadvarn- 
tage in terms of firepower, bul hav- 
ing destroyed Cradock’s weaker 
force a few weeks: carlicr at 
Coronel, they were also short of 
ammunition, 

Outgunned, outranged and after 
an hour or two hardly able to 
iefend themselves, they were nev- 
ertheless under orders not to strike 
their colours, 

The battle cruisers Invincible 
and inflexible therefore stood off, 
keeping up a prolonged bombard- 
ment until four out of the five ships 
went to the bottom. 

But amid the general rejoicing 
back home, questions were raised 
about the effectiveness of the RN 
ships’ 1 2in shells. 

The battle cruisers had expend- 
ed three-quarters of their ammuni- 
tion — yet the Scharnhorst had to 
be battcred for three hours before 
gome down and the Gneisenun, 
despite being hit by at least 50 
sheils, was not sunk by gunfirc, but 
scuitled by what remained of her 
gallant crew, 

Captured German officers stut- 
cu that the British fuses appeared 
nol to be sensitive cnough, so that 
[2in shells seemed to go right 
through the ship without exploding 
In Most cases, 

According tw the official 
German history, “the explosive 
effect (of the British projectiles) 
was less than one would expect of 
12in shells” and such damage as 
was done was cumulative duc to 
the sheer number of hits, 

It was also Observed that quite a 
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number of the lyddite shells did 
not detonate, but burst with a 
reen or yellow smoke. In January 
915 the first major clash between 
modern battle cruisers took place 
at Dogger Bank, carly hits being 
scored at 17,000 yards. 

At last the Navy’s 13.35in guns 
were scen in action and according 
to Churchill their “immense 
power... (was) clearly decisive on 
the minds of the enemy” 

But here again the outcome was 
disappointing. At long range the 
effictency of their Zeiss rangefind- 
ers cnabled the Germans to score 
more tits than the British, and 
Beatty's flagship HMS Lion was 
heavil damaged. 

Only one Crerman ship, the rela- 
tively thinly protected cruiser 
Blucher, was sunk. Apart from one 
shell which knocked out two of the 
turrets of the Seidlitz and started u 
mujor fire, the British guns seemed 
unable to inflict serious injury on 
their opponents. 


ven at paint blank range the 

disabled Blucher, after 

being struck by some 64) 
heavy shells, had finally to be sunk 
by torpedoes. 

“There seemed no doubt,” 
reealled Beatty's flag-captain 
Ermic Chatfield, “that our gunners 
had mot succeeded in hitting the 
enemy sufficiently, or if they had, 
then why had they not been put out 
of action? Were our projectiles the 
cuuse? But all the experts had faith 
in them,” 

it was misplaced ~ as lain 
McCallum expluins in the 2004 
issue Of the popular Warship 
album (Conway £30). Sull the 
Navy continued to believe that in a 
ship-to-ship action its shells were 
more than a match for those of the 
Germatts, 

After the debacle of the 
Dardanelles, not until the early 
summer of 1916 was the perfor. 
mance of tts heavy shell again 
culled in question, and the need 
for remedial action forced on the 
attention of the Admiralty. 
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Anatomy 










REPUBLISHED by 
Conway at £25 are two 
items from, the highly 
acclaimed Anatomy of 
the Ship serties — The 
Flower Class Corvette 
Agassiz (below) and 
The Heavy Cruiser 
Takao. 

The series provides 
some of the finest doc- 
umentation of individ- 
ual ships ever pub- 
lished with a complete 
set of superbly execut- 
ed line drawings with 
fully descriptive keys — 
literally down to the 
nuts and boits. 

HMCS Agassiz was 
extensively employed 
on Atlantic convoy 
duties. Her most — 
ing passage was w 
ON fis in July 1942 as 
part of Canadian 
Escort Group C3. This 
complicated convoy 
battle, during which 
U588 was sunk after a 
skilful and persistent 
attack by HMCS 
Skeena and HMCS 
Westaskiwin, saw 
Agassiz open fire on a 
surfaced U-boat and 
pick up survivors from 
the torpedoed Royal 
Mail steamer 
Lochkatrine. 

Later she took the 
crippled tanker GS 
Waidron in tow, an 
action for which her 
crew were subsequent- 
ly paid salvage money. 

Takao was attacked 
by Royal Navy X-craft 
midget submarines at 
Singapore. They blew a 
hole 7m long and 3m 
wide in her hull bottom. 

Takao surrendered to 
British forces at 
Seletar base on 
September 21. She was 
later scuttled in the 
Malacca Strait off Port 
Swettenham — the end 
of the last of the ‘A’- 
class Japanese cruis- 
ers. 
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The Flower Class Corvette 
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STUDENT engineers engaged in practical training at the Keyham 
Factory, Plymouth, 1898. From Building the Steam Navy — 
Dockyards, Technology and the Creation of the Victorian Battle 
Fleet 1830-1906 (Conway Maritime Press £30) by David Evans. 





OASTAL warfare 
craft built for the 
Crimean War are 
included in_ the 
monumental The 
Sail & Steam Navy List, pub- 
lished by Chatham in associa- 
tion with the National 
Maritime Museum at £60. 


The outbreak of the war with 
Russia demonstrated the need for 
numerous manocuvrable, shal- 
low-draft vessels for coastal and 


inshore operations in the Baltic 
and Black Seas. 


Six small screw steamers of the 
Arrow class were approved in 
early 1854 to be built by contract 
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ALL THE SHIPS OF OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY 1815-1889 


David Tyen c> Rif Winfield 


¥ IN rRODUC TiC By 
ANDREW LAMBERT 





in the Thames initially classed as 
despatch vessels. 
nty further vessels, to two 
$s rated as First Class (the 
ntrepid Class) and Second 
Class (14 Vigilant) were ordered 
in 1855. 

The book lists all the ships of 
the Royal Navy from 1815-89 - 
built, purch or captured — and 
is the first study of its kind to con- 
centrate on this period of transi- 
tion from sail to steam propulsion. 

As well as all the major and 
minor warships, it also includes 
Coastguard vessels, auxiliaries 
and yard or harbour craft. 

Author David Lyon’s earlier 
The Sailing Navy List is one of the 

cat works of naval reference. 

is volume represents the culmi- 
nation of his research and covers 
the period from the end of the 
Napoleonic wars up to the Naval 
Defence Act of 1889 and the 
appearance of the  pre- 
cadnought. 

The design histories of man 
ships of that time are convolute 
misunderstood and often wron y 
described in existing books, so 
work is a major reece 

The enormous task of complet- 
ing and collating Lyon's research 
was carried out by Rif Winfield. 
His input has ensured that the 
material is accurate and exhaus- 
tive and the completed work 
another milestone of maritime 
reference. 


@ The cover illustration is a 
detail from The Bombardment 
of Sveaborg, 9 August 1855 by 
John Wilson Carmichael. This 
action of the Crimean War was 
fought in the Baltic, with the 
combined British and French 
fleets led by Rear Admirals the 
Hon Richard Dundas and 


. Charles Penaud. 
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1 ARSE & INTREPID | 
1965-2002 





Royal servant, 


——— 










family friend 





@® ROYAL FRIEND: Capt Sir 
Bryan Godfrey-Faussett 
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the first time the careers of the Navy's first 


I two purpose-built assault ships are covered in 
full, from their building in the 1960s to their 
eventual decommissioning af Portsmouth in the 
first decade of the 21st century. There are 140 high quality photographs of the two 
ships, including nine in colour, Hard back with full colour laminated dust jacket 
featuring a magnificent bow view of HMS Fearless. Order now, don’t miss your 


chance to buy this unique book, 


Price £24.00 + p&p. ISBN 1 901225 07 0 


Also Still Available in Hardback: 
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HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 £18.95 + PAP 


HMS VICTORIOUS 1937~1969 £21.00 + P&P 

THREE ARK ROYALS 1938-1999 £23.00 + P&P 

TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942~1986 £21.50 + P&P 

ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + P&P 


HMS GLORY 1944-1961 £19.95 + P&P 
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First Floor, 37/39 Victoria Road, 
Darlington, OL1 SSF 
Telephone & Facsimile 0845 130 2434 


GET YOUR 
BOOK PUBLISHED 
Have you or your family a story you 
wish to share? Let BDP produce it. 
Our specialist publishing service will 
ensure the highest professional standards. 
Contact ws for farther information or sead ws your masesctipt. 
Bernard Durnford Publishing 
Tudor Cottage, 457 Upper Shoreham Road, 
Shorcham-by-Sea, West Sussex BN43 SWQ. 
Tel: 01273 465656 





www.gangesworid.com 
“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 
‘surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jerking 
hour of nostalgia, produced 
by JOHN DOUGLAS § author 
H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & H.M.S GANGES (Tales 
of the T.R.O.G.'S.) S.A.E. details 
Douglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth, 
Cornwall TR16 GNX 





PUBLISHING LTD. 
For details,of our current titles, 
m3 log on tor 
Or write to 
33 Barwis Terrace, Penzance, 
Cornwall TRI8 2AW 


Tel/Fax: 01736 330769 





WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY - 
We can develop your manuscript 
into a handsome book for the family. 
Call Wendy at Bound Biographies: 
01932 242434, or email 
WendyBB @compuserve.com 


HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: Mosslaird, 
Brig O° Turk, Callander, FK17 SHT 
Telephone/Fax: (01877) 376377 
martin @hp-bookfinders.co.uk 
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meee Magazine with all the latest news 
: “| & features, focusing on the latest 
developments in the world's navies. | 


www.warshipsifr.com 
Available at all Good Newsagents — Price 
Friday Every Month 
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St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN38 9BJ, UK|] 
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WHILST serving as a Cadet in the 
training ship HMS Britannia 
Bryan Godfrey-Faussett befriend- 
ed a more junior cadet who was 
destined to become King George 
V 


As their careers in the Navy 
developed, Bryan continued to 
meet his friend Prince George. 
They discussed much together and 
as the young Prince grew into 
monarchy — a role thrust upon him 
by the death of his clder brother 
the Duke of Clarence — so the two 
men became closer in a bond of 
duty and friendship that would 
endure for nearly 64) years. 

Captain Sir Bryan Godirey- 
Faussett’s story is told — thanks to 
his detailed diaries that are them- 
selves an invaluable social docu- 
ment — by his son George in Royal 
Servant, Family Friend 
(Bernard Durnford Publishing 
£25). 
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PUBLISHER 


For further details please write toc 
Melrose Books (ref: NN) 
St. Thomas Place 
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Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
92 Heaton Road, 
gy rao a Tyne, NEG SHL. 


3500+ GOOD QUALITY 
RARE AND OUT OF PRINT 
NAUTICAL BOOKS 


ON LINE AT 
www.melarenbooks.co.uk 


cateloqued issues retel premees (restricted hours 


NAVAL HISTORIAN 
researching book wishes to contact 
WWII Royal Navy or Royal 
Marine veterans who served in 
the Mediterranean 1940-42. 
Email historybarb@ msn.com 
or write to Barbara Tomblin, 
1417 Avenida de Aprisa, 
Camarillo, CA 93010. USA 





any advertisement or for any loses suffered by any readers as a result. 


Readers are strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any money 
or entering into any legally binding agreement. 
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Mne 0D A Dicks. 42 Cdo FIM. July 20 

OM (Wi)? Jamie Alexander Graham, riMs 
Monrose. Aisjust S 

OM (CSM) 1 David Wood. NAS Super 
Auquet # 


Cdr Rogerson, HVS Morecante Ba 
Association Gunnery Officer Haas 
Morecambe Bay, Korean War 1952-54 
Peter McKerrall, Cd Piot 804 Sadn MS 
Gaory (Korea); 796 Sadn HNAS St Maryn 
Mamber 141h Camer Ax Group and FAA 
CHtiners Associlions. Juty 20 

Lt Cdr Alan David Randall. Served 1057 
'O8' Service included WMS Fiagard (artif- 
cere HMS Caledonias HMS T HMMS 
MHoecate, MMS Glamorgan MMe Prnsobee 
HMS erence. MMS Riso HMMS Ralwegh 


yee 

an (Blinkers) Paterson, Fimet Air 
Arm tiiet. Pariopated = Garie of Sain 
wie involved in Gefence of Pedestal Comwoy 
to Malte Twice survived the loss of tus shep 
ounng Wi. DFC during the Malayan 
mmergency in fhe 19508 (the Beat corflict in 
whet GBeitelh heficaoters & Mayor 
role). When contra of the F Ax Arm was 
restored 10 Ihe Foyal Navy, he transferred to 
the FIN and jomed 848 Squadron, which 
perated Gladiators nm Orkney. en, | other 
Guiles, Tas squadron provided fighter lighter 


patois (uring the ferrying af RAP Gladiators 
lo Norway. & 1047 whe #rvOlve! in ihe 
stari-up of HMS Seehawse, ihe ANAS wt 


Caldrose, Deciding t) speciaise in fotary- 
ewig Bvieto he converted to Mehoopters 
woh 705 Squadron in 1952. He retired trom 
the Navy i 1253. July 12, oped &5 

CPO Al Lea “Scouse” Reynolds. 
Served 1936-1972 Ships = wmichuiod 
Diomede Dorsetshire (Giemark action) 
Alatioss, Resclulion, Gunite Vlich 
Nepal; Hows, Sng, Decoy, Carron, S 
firkten ri Marty, Terror, and Flegard. July 


cra Peter Ga Served on various 
ships. Marth 19, a 43, 

CPO/Shi ht er D Taverner. Joined 
May 1949, artifoer anporenticeship Ships 
included HMMS Superb, 4iéS 

amt NAS Lossiemouth. July 25. aged 7 
AB John Willama. )/445 Tartar Member of 
the Tribal Cass Association. Veteran of 
Mussien conveys, Atlantic and D-Oey wwa 
meet. 

D Southertes, MMS 
Association. 

SM W.L. (Bill) Armstrong. One of the sur 
worn when FIMS Cossack was topedoect in 
October 1041. Later served in the Jackdaw 
and the Vestal. February 2. 

AS Stan Edgoll. Served Cossack 1949-41 
Beast 1951-52. March 29 

A/LAM (0) Jim Smith, Served 1945-1946 
Ships included omme~ 5 Deedalus, Keetre 
Victory. July 2 


Morecainitow fay 


Edward (Wiggy) Hearn. Stipe HMS 
Conus Decseine 1951-February 1954 Juty 

< ones 73 

Tel Richard Bertrarn Jones. Served’ 1999- 

45. Servoe included Matway Queen, HSS 

Europe ee ts cea dee ape Soartal 


net dag ae Juby 13. 
Pred Roneslt, HMS Morecambe 

Association, 1941-77 

wrighVArtificer P.A. Lucy (Peter), 
Serve 1946-1982. Service included 
Fssoerd, Catedonia, Perseus Kenya 
Selerophon. uty t7. aged 72 
Aircraft Handler Arthur Lodge. Served 
4MS Knedive 145-45 and other shine Aged 
320 
Radio Mech Harold Longstaf?. Served var 
ous ships inctuding HMS Kivedive 
Cook (Yosser) Hughes. HMS Dean 
Association. Served Za i, Goole, Cores 
HM Submarines 
Sig Grian Littler. Served 1954-1901. Steps 
mclude Barrosa, Hound, Rattlesarnmke, MMY 
Gitannia and WMS Tamar ‘shore 
uneSweErg Squat A |, agect 6 
A/POME Roger Self. MMS Gelfast 
Asocabon, Served on she 1961/62. July 24 
Ldg/Seaman Alan Duntop. 4MS Hellast 
Assocnition Served an stup 1950-53. huly 
31 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 


William J. Cain. Runcem branch Member 
of Submarines Association, Served in Royal 
Arter, Carbot, Dotohen, Mamistene, Forth 
Medway 2? and lortay, 
Ambrose, Sootsrman ard 2 
ater branch. also No 
rescant am! former 
Ceremonial Adviser. Joined Ganges w 1906 
became « Gutton Boy’, served many ships 
Aged 8! 
Tony Razey. Merriber of Verner Axsociation 
Served 1943-45 in HMS Vesper 
Norman Kelk. Nurnber 1) Ares Stuncerd 
Bearer, Apri 25, aged 71 
Raymond Frankland, Chairman of North 
West Fedorntion of Naval Associations and 
Chairman of Gurmiey A Penie Ex-Naval 
Assocation. Member of Biltngion & Whailey 
ela Jute 17, aged 73 

sie Lang. OCwrintran Drench PO Chef 
sesh 12 years indiucding WWI Ships 
inctide Gloucester — survivor, Marnnone 
Wrangler, Black Prince. Newcaatie, Viarnor 


Ji@y |, aged 65 

David Donald, bemnct. L/Searnsn 
Served 1942-46 Shine include WMS 
Belionn, Archo corwvoys 

Hugh G. “Hughie” Clark Kingston upon 
Thames bearect). Formic member of the ce: 
commissioned Barnes Mortlake A 
Fecha Branch ised Served 194? to 
1946. Sheps inctuded ingwood, Vv 
Excellom and Ouben Elizabeth July - 
aged 80. 


4 Area. Area Lite 


Jack Ours. Lies 4 Oterict branch. Served in 
HMS Formidable 1945. July 28. aged 61 
Norman Murptry. Chatharn branch and 
MMS Kenya Associntion. Augual 6 
Les Willett. Greeentond branch. PO S 
Served 1937-47 Was serving on eves 
She®ield Guring te Glemark chase, also 
served in HMS July 11, aged 64 
ae (Chalky) Wihvite. Lmoester branch 
M. Served Gunng WWIi, Aged 83 


ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 


Cdr E Bruce. Served. Odin 

Beverley. SI George, 

Mustious am! Hacasot 

Lt Car AN C Bruce RNA. 

Third Officer J M Caudrey WARNS, Server! 

Excetent. Drake amd Golden Hod 

ut C J Davey. Served: iliustnous, Siskin, 

Sendorting. Atel. Sultan and Warrine 

Lt K W Esswood ANVA. Survew Antic 

Explorer ard Guerdemari. 

Lt 0 A WH Licyd. Served: hNernes, Betoun, 

Curyalus, Pile, Londonderry and Maictstcne 
hs McKeon. Served: Wave. Lochinvar. 

somnus, St Vince and Adamart 

Ll Cer D A Woods. Served: Wid Goose. 

Onstage, Gotdcrest, Vernon, Sea 

Prtjome Whiotelt Gromedie and Waoketul 


SUBMARINERS ASSOCIATION 


4. (John) Addis. AB ST New Zealand 
Sranch, Sertoe 1142-46 Served in 105 
Templar 1004 

A.B. (Jock) Hamilton. AB ST North Stutiord 
Branch. Serves 1941-47. Served & Tur. 
Thtemestrer, Tranche, Tr Aged 83 
O.H{Oave) Addy. CERA Service 1954-61 
Served in: Springer, Upstart, Auriga, Selene. 
aper 2 
A. J. (Alan) Marrow. W/Sio. South Ken 
Branch. Service 1942-46 Served im 
Upright, Tudor 


Sports lottery 


7 17: £5,000 — CPOMEA WN Greer, 
Coulport. E1500 — OM J Fallon, 
MS Lancesieor, £500 — CPOWEA G 
Powell — Northwood 
duly 24: £5,000 POSTD M BGamlord, 
HMMS Seahawk £1,500 — AEM D Hughes, 
HMS Heron, (500 WO P Evans, fv 
SchMus 
Juty 31: £5,000 — Lt N West, Feet HO: 
gt500 — OM A ODavidson, HMMS 
Vengcance, (500 -— LWEA E Powell, HMMS 
Collingwood 
Auguat 7: (5.000 — Lt Cdr E Trott, M5 
Neftson; £1,500 — LWTR N Cerrone, HiMS 
ay gg £500 — 11 Cdr P Marshall, HMMS 
Jitan 


Sturgeon 
Ginagow. Prenaieutt 


Cdr W J Warrender CO HMS Argyll 


December 10 
io be promoted Rear 
Admiral and to be Otrector Genaral 
Joint Doctrine and Concepts on 
January 25 2005. 
Cdr MC Cree as SO} PPX Fieet HO 
Ports (HMS Excellent) November 30 
Cdr C Vitali as CO HMS 
Southampton January 24 2005 
Li C J Wyness to be CO Exptoror 
(Calliope) March 1 2006 
Rear Admiral FR A! Mclean to be 
romoted Vice Admirsi and to be 
puty Chief of Detence Staff 
(Heahh) on September 16 
Cdre 7 J 4 Laurence promoted Rear 
Admiral and appointed Assistant Civef 
of Defence Stat! (Resources and 
Plans) July 5. 
Cdr 8 Thompson CO FDG 
January 4 2005 
Lt A D Cowie UKSC SYS Fieet HO 
Nwd (JSU Northwood) November @ 
Cdre P J Wilkinson Promoted Rear 
Admiral and appointed Naval 
Secretary and Director General 
Human Resources (Navy) 
Lt Cdr H Duffy CO WMS Dumbarton 
Caste October 19 
Cdr S RAR Maicoim CO HMS Scot 
December 21 


Swap drafts 


PO Brookes; HMS Monmouth 
PQOONI2 (RS/PO(C)) drafied for 
27/09/04. Will swap for a Portsrnoutty- 
based Type 23 (PO(C) billet) pref non- 
deploying. Contact PO SGrookes 
(Cwood O?2Z0V07812 460181 


Ratings seeking to swap drafts must 
meet the requirements of BAT4, arti- 
cle 0506. in particular, they should 
be on or due the same kind of ser- 
vice — sea of shore: have time to 
serve in their current draft; be the 


same rate; and be of similar experi- 
ence. All applications musi be made 
on @ Form C240. Forms for ratings 
within o Squad should be sent to 
theit Waterfront Manning Office: 
forms for ali others should be sent 
to NDD, Centurion Bulliding, 
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around the honey pot... feng Re Sage ign 
the new heart of the Fleet, the Leach Building on 

island in Portsmouth, as the staff of the Aviation Division of 
the Fleet Air Arm arrive at their new base in style. The divi- 
sion moved from Yeovilton into The Parade in Portsmouth 
Naval Base in 2002 and have now fully integrated with Fleet 
on the island with this final move. 





Viontrose helps give Navy 
Hays a more dynamic edge 


HORDES of visitors are expected to flock to Devonport on 
August 28-30 for Plymouth Navy Days. 

Organisers expect 60,000 people to attend the biggest pub- 
lic event in the Navy's calendar this year. 

Type 23 frigate HMS Montrose will have a starring role in the 
exciting amphibious operations display at the heart of the 
event, featuring hundreds of Royal Marines, in addition to 
Naval aircraft and ships. 

Montrose’s CO, Cdr Andrew Webb said: “So much of our 
work is done out of the public gaze so this is a valuable oppor- 
tunity for us to give the public an insight into the role of the 
Royal Navy and to meet the ship's company. 

“Traditionally Navy Days has featured warships tied along- 
side for the public to come on board for tours and to meet the 
ship's company. The display should be exciting and fun.” 

ers promise a smooth-running transport network 
across Plymouth allowing visitors easy access to Navy Days 
however they travel. Plymouth councillor Sue Dann said: “The 
forethought and planning which has been put into the travel 
arrangements for Navy Days is exceptional and is a model for 
other major event organisers.” 

Other highlights for Navy Days include a commemoration of 
the sixtieth anniversary of D-Day, a rare public appearance of 
the Navy's rescue submarine LAS, the opening of the South 
Yard with its unique museum and historic buildings and the 
opportunity to visit warships of the British and foreign navies. 
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Bars, to recewe — aa se 
Special Uifers | 

rari t) aur co py. ageliverea™ 

| esas opens ih citi beatae mee 

| hot off the press tere 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the 
September headlines of past decades... 


A A Subscription: 


: ‘s has’ Lae ‘tom 
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NEay ewe For 
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: -_© ieie # SE 
YES. I aculd like t to subscritie to Navy News 


(please refer 10 the table opposite for price) 
Send the completed form and payment te: 


Navy News Subscriptions, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth, 

Hampshire, PO! 3HH, England 
Telephone +44 023 9273 4448 cee cere: 
email; subscriptions @ navynews.co.uk 
YOUR DETAILS: 


4 s 
YEARS 
One 
Two 
Three 


REGION 
UK 
UK 
UK 


£20.50 
£37.00 
£55.00 





One 
Two 
Three 


Overseas* £24.50 
£43.00 


£62.50 


Overseas* 
Overseas* 
"Overseat Surtace Mail including Republic of Ireland. 


Europe, Canada, USA & Australasia 
(Airmail rates available on request) 





@ With due ceremony, 
David Empson, HMS 


attended by Commander-in-Chief Naval Home Command, Admirai Sir 
ictory Barracks are re-named. (Modernisation is currently taking place). 


NBINGS. .cccercererers 
Address: | enclose a Cheque/Postal Order/Tnternational Money Order 
made payable to ‘Navy News* for: 

£ | (£ Sterling) 
or pay by Visa/Mustercard/Delta/Sw iteh using the 
coupon on puge 4 


40 years ago 30 years ago 20 years ago 

A 6,000-FOOT climb in Arctic 
Norway by members of HMS 
Glamorgan's company made 


FLYING her paying-off pennant, 
HMS Ausonia, the oldest ship in 
the Royal Navy (apart, of course, 


THE ANOMALY of having nwo 
establishments by the name of 
HMS Victory in Portsmouth — the 


ampere Credit Card orders cannot be accepted from Victory), left Malta forthe Royal Naval Barracks and the destroyer the winner of the 
Postcode:.... under £5.00 last time. Nelson's flagship-—cametoanend Flect’s Bulawayo Trophy for 
She had given six years’ service when the barracks were re-named adventurous training. 


Country cor cnzeuposescquuseneneecerendnpee pecs petuureverrderseduviresses sedan inne 00 Die to administration costs, a refund cannot be given if 


as HMS Nelson. Main aim of their two-day | 


to the Mediterrancan Fleet, for 


Weed Wiis se ooh tea ee the sebseripiion is cancelled during the first six months the last two years of which Many attending the ceremony expedition to the Lyngen Alps 

and thereafter would be subject to a £5.00 Admin charge she had worm the flag of expressed surprise at how much was to climb Jekkevarre — at 
Frnail:... I I Ss ees oh “e _— the Flag Officer Fiotillas the barracks had chan ed, mostof 6,052 feet the highest mountain 
| This ts a new subscription (Mediterranean). the old red-brick buildings havin in the region. | 


While in Malta,"The Big A 
repaired hundreds of shi sai 
departure marked the en of the 
Sth Submarine Division there. 


This was exceeded when ten 
men(only three of whom had 
been on a glacier before) made 
a traverse of all three summits. 


been replaced by concrete an 
glass blocks, 

Returned to pride of place was 
the prev ious HMS Nelson's bell 


rik | 


Renewed subscription 


Start my subscription from month;| | 
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® A wreath dropped from Type 42 destroyer HMS Exeter in the 
Java Sea commemorates those who died in an action with the 
Japanese in 1942 which resulted in the sinking of the cruiser HMS 


Exeter 


care POVPNOT) Cote Birtiot 





GREY was the predominant 
colour as the veteran Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary tanker Grey 
Rover made her way from 
China to Japan in company 
with destroyer HMS Exeter 
on her mammoth deploy- 
ment. 

“We had fog all the way along 
the coast of China, and there 
were lots of fishing boats to look 
wut for, because the fog went 


Exeter pays tribute to 
victims of Java Sea 


HMS EXETER has been paying 
tribute to the sailors of her pre- 
decessor, killed when their 
cruiser was sunk by a 
Japanese force in the Java 
Sea 


The fourth HMS Exeter was 
damaged in a melee with the 
enemy on February 27, 1942. 

She detached from the 
Australian, British, Dutch and 
American force, which had set 
out to intercept the Japanese 
invasion force heading for 
Borneo, and repairs were made 
at Surubaya. 

On March 1 Exeter, still 
accompanied by destroyers 
USS Pope and HMS Encounter, 
attempted to break out of the 
Sundra Straits to the open 


ocean, but were trapped by a 
Japanese cruiser force. 

A shell severed Exeter's main 
steam line and started a seri- 
ous fire, leaving her without 
power for engines or weapons, 
and as shells straddied the 


crippled ship, her Commanding 
Officer, Capt Gordon, ordered 
Exeter to be abandoned. 


Around 15 minutes tater a 
Japanese torpedo sank her. 

Of the 400 survivors rescued 
that day, only half made it 
through Japanese captivity. 

The current HMS Exeter 
broke off from her passage to 
Malaysia through the Java Sea 
to pass over the spot where the 
cruiser was sunk, and the ship's 
company, ted by hor 


Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Andrew Reed, held a service of 
remembrance and dropped 
wreaths and four small wooden 
crosses, representing the four 
branches of the RN, in honour of 
those who died in the actions. 

Exeter is now on the home- 
ward teg of a nine-month 
deployment to the Far East. 

On leaving Tokyo in July she 
visited Okinawa in southern 
Japan, then Subic Bay in the 
Philippines and Brunei. 

This month she will take part 
in Exercise Bersama Lima 
under the Five Powers Defence 
Arrangement, joining HMS 
Echo, RFA Di and her 
escort on the deployment, RFA 
Grey Rover. 


well out to sea as well,” said 
Third Officer (X) Craig Pearson 

The Small Fleet Tanker, which 
entered service in 1970, has been in 
company with Excter for most of the 
tmp since they left UK waters in 
March, althouel the need for some 
itgent enginecning work meant her 
departure from the Sembawang ship 
yard in Singapore was delayed and 
she luter cought up with the Type 42 

The deployment has kept both the 
ship and her crew up to the mark, 
with a beavy scheduic of work bal 
anced by the chance to see places und 
sights few Bntons will expenence - 
though it was a jong haul at the start 

“We left Southampton in March 
and guint stop until we reached 
Chennai [formerly Madras} in 
India.” saad Craig 

Then 4) was on to Singapore in 
propuradiion for a mupor air defence 
exercise 

But since then other visits have 
boun made to Bangkok, Ho Chi Mint 
City, Hong Kong, Shanghai, 
Qingdao, Inchon and Viadivostock 
the latter bemge # strong Ccontemler for 
best run ashore so far 

While m China a group of 17 
sailors took a tour to Beying and the 
Great Wall. 

The wark clement is oot simply 
supplying Excter with fuc! and stores 
~ the auxiliary is also doing her bit 
lor British Defence Diplomacy 
ashore amd af seu 

“We are probably doing repicnish 
ments at sca (RASes) a couple of 
times a Week,” said Craig 

“We also did tri-nation exercises 
oul of Viadivostock, with the US and 
Russia, und did a dry hook-up with a 
Singapore ship, the RSS Victory.” 
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Low-level but politically signifi 
cent manocuvees have also been car- 


ried oat with navies such as that of 


China (Officer of the Watch 
manccuvres) am! Russia (boarding 
exercises, where Grey Rover acted as 
a rogue vessel). 

“We have had quite a few 
exchange visits with other navics,” 
sand Craig. who added that their vis- 
rts to China und Russia sparked sp- 
nificamt media interest. 

Grey Rover is no spring chicken 
At 34 years old, she suffers the odd 
aches and pains of old age — such as 
the temmporiry loss of air-condition 
mg: i the far ast 


But the fact that Navy 
planners trusted her to 
shoulder the burden of a 
strenuous deployment 
speaks volumes for the 
ship, which with her 
younger sisters Gold Rover 
and Black Rover still per- 
forms sterling service for 
the Admiraity. 


“She's doing pretty well, comsiler- 
ing,” saad Craig 

Members of the crew have been 
joining aml leaving the stup through- 
mit the deployment, with a major 
change in Yokosuka in Japan, where 
the LiSiKiton tanker was berthed 
close to the 84,000-ton American air 
craft carrier USS Kitty Hawk. 

Arownd one-third of the crew were 
replaced at the US Navy hase — same 
17 or 18 people heading back home. 

One man who jomed mitlakeploy- 
ment was Commanding Officer, Capt 
George Jarvis RFA, and be ts keen to 
pant oul (hat Grey Rover is not play 
ing second fiddle to Exeter 


Veteran Rover Keeps 
pace with destroyer 





“Grey Kover has been involved in 
all the calls which Exeter has made.” 
said Capt Jarvis 

“We huve had « pood relationship 
Both Exeter's Commanding Officer 
and | joined at about the same time in 
Hong Kong in Jonc. so both of us are 
new 10 Gur Siri 

Capt Jurvis sant the ship's genere- 
tors bad been feeling the strain in 
recemt weeks ¢ “] think they just need 
a penood of tender loving care for 
about a month — we are hoping to get 
some Of that in Singapore,” he sad 

In the meantime an engineer from 
the manufacturers hus been on baud 
to «ensure the machinery = runs 
smucthils 

“But apart trom that and one of 
two other problerns she scems to 
have stood up to the deployinert rea 
sonably weil so far.” said Capt Jarvis 

“Every port we have been to we 
have smiled with an escort ship, and 
when we ect outside pilotage waters 
we have done exercises with the host 
navy. welodiog beloupter landings. 

“With the Chinese we did OOW 
manoeuvres aml Man Overheard 
CREICISES “8 Very tniportant to 
work with the different navies to 
establish closer links. 

“| think that ts onc of the main 
goals of this deployment.” 

Grey Rover is due back in the UK 
at the end of November, turning up 
on the River Dart to support the first 
official RFA Officers course ai 
Britanma Royal Naval College. 

But there will be lithe respite — sie 
will have a fortnight supporting Flag 
Officer Sea Trauung, then in the New 
Year will be deploying to the South 
Atlantic as Atlannic Patrol Tanker 
(South) 








Shaltles 


of the 


CALENDAR 200 5 


In order to commemorate the bicentenary of 
The Battle of Trafalgar, 
the theme for the 2005 calendar is Battles of the Royal 


Navy, featuring 12 battles from the 18th to the 20th 
centuries and the ships and units involved. 
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Tastefully designed, and finished with high grade gloss 
cover and matt coated inner pages, this popular format is 
practical, informative and modern. 

For this year the Navy News calendar features a new, 
easy to use, ‘Day Planner’ format. 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 
Or write to - The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants PO1 3HH 
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Memories of 
HMS Wakeful 


AMID all the recent interest in the 
unveiling of the badge and name: 
plate from the sunken wartime de- 
stroyer HMS Wakcful (Navy News. 
\uigust), ane man was overlooked. 

Crew membcr Stanicy Crabb 
was unatle to attend the cvent on 
board HMS Southampton which 
fellow survivors Geoff Kester and 
lim Kane witnessed. 

Manicy, who joined the RNVR 
in 1938, told Navy News: “The re- 
covery of Wakeful's artefacts brings 
buck all sorts of memories 

“While alongside the harbour 
in Dunkirk, she embarked some of 
the retreating troops and returned 
to Dover. On the second trip back 
to Dunkirk, Wakeful anchored off 
the beach and used her whaler and 
motorbaat —which I was part of the 
crew of — to embark more troops.” 

However, be added, in the curly 
hours of May 29 1940, the torpedo 
hit. Stanley was on the quarterdeck 
and c ded ie in the water. 

“To my cnormous relief, | was 
rescucd by HMS Grafton, but 
that was not the end of the saga. 
Cirafton was also hit by a torpedo 
and, when she was scuttled, | was 
taken on board a Southern Cross 
Channel steamer, which returned 
mec safely to Dover.” 

After 14 days’ survivor's leave, 
Stanley went on to anti-submarine 
school and was drafted to HMS 
Verdun, which was on convoy ¢s 
cor duties off the cast coast 

Transferred to Coastal Forces, 
he was involved in the north Africa 
campaign on submarinc-hunting 
duties, then drafted to the cruiser 
HMS Apollo until the cnd of the 
European war. From there, he was 
sent to the Far East. 








A passage to India 


(Docks) for the Saint 







THE Fleet's youngest frig- 
atc squeezed through the 
Thames Barrier to pay her 
first visit to the capital and 
host citizens of her name- 
sake town. 

IIMS St Albans made the most 
of her spell in West India Docks 
near London's Canary Wharf de- 
velopment to cement links with the 
Hertfordshire city which have been 
Strengthening since the ship slith- 
ered down the slipway four years 


The Type 23 vessel hosted a# re- 
ception for 140 dignitaries, com- 
munity leaders and affiliate or- 
ganisations and personalities, plus 
First Sca Lord Admiral Sir Alan 
West. and crew threw the ship open 
to visitors, including schools and 
guests from St Albans. 

Those sailors not hosting visitors 
were invariably found on the sports 
pitch, or al a community project. 
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Crew took on local sides at foot- 
ball, rugby, golf and netball, while 
their shipmatcs headed to the Fn- 
maus Project in St Albans, which 
aoe homeless le get them- 

selves back inta society. The sail- 
ors laid a new patio area for cen- 
irc users, a project paid for by the 
ship techs fe und-raising cvents 
aboard. 

The highlight of the capital/St 
Albans visit was the granting of the 
Precdom of the City as 200 crew 
paraded through the Hertfordshire 
streets, where CO Cdr Mark Knibbs 
and Lord Mayor Clir Gordon My- 
land took the salute and the band 
of the Royal Yeomanry provided 
suitable musical accompaniment. 

It was also a chance for two saib 
ors to get hame. The families of 
OM(C) Kerry-Anne Parsons and 
MEM David Cantrill both hail 
from St Albans and watched us 
their loved ones marched through 
the streets. 

“It was a busy but a most reward- 
ing visit for the ship. | hope that 
people know a little more about 
our treasured affiliation,” said Car 
Kaibbs. 

“We made some strong and last- 
ing tics bringing the ship, our sail- 
ors and the people of St Albans 





® Lord Mayor of St Albans Ciir Gordon Myland and the ship's CO 
Cdr Mark Knibbs inspect the guard and (top) ‘The Saint’ squeez- 
es through the Thames Barrier on her way to her berth 


closer together.” 

Cllr Myland added: “Everyone 
has enjoyed a nght royal mix of ac- 
trvities. Our thanks to Cdr Knibbs 
and his crew for a most memorable 
visit.” 
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ED OM IT 


St Albans recently completed 
her first tour of duty, a seven- 
month spell in the Gulf region sup- 
portmg the global war on terror, 
durimg which time she served as 4 
task force flagship. 





Turner), Ledbury (Lt Cdr Rob Wilson) on the ri 
and Explorer (Lt Jamie Curry) and Archer (Lt 


HOUSE PURCHASE 
LEGAL FEES 


ww BPhww £0.) 


£175.00 


(0845) 1419461 


feterwrescte, toes lin mone 


rie@emecemte!l watt tmeet) tee) @0& potter tee @ beer 


NIGEL. BROADHEAD 
MYNARD SOLICITORS 
QUOTE. REF O89 


N LANITATIUN TACK 


PRES WHITTT 





DIVORCE from (£33)+vat+court 
yoats, Call Family 
nN McKay x 
ON4aS 123 5571 


Deparment 
Partraers on 





You wait years for a warship...) 


www rlavynews.co.uk 


Food for thought 
as rations face 
the acid test 


SALLORS and Royal Marines are 
munching their way through new 
trial ration packs as defence cater 
crs work oul what will best kecp 
our Forces well-ted — and happy 
~m the field 

Sixty thousund tral rations and 
20,000 surveys are being distrib- 
uted across the Armed Forces as 
catering services look to revamp 
the existing ration packs. 

Each pack provides a service: 
mun/woman with 24 hours’ subsist 
ence in the front-line, such as rag 
when three million packs were de- 
voured, 

Food experts and nutnonists 
spent four months comung up with 
new recipes, baluncing the needs 
of fighting forces with a healthy 
menu 

They expect traditional meals 
such as stews and cassecrolcs to be 
given the thurnbs down in favour of 
more cxcic meals. 


New blocks for 
Raleigh staff 


THE. latest stage in the revamp of 
single living accommadation for 
sailors at Naval cstablishmecnts has 
been compicted in Cornwall. 

Admiral The Lord Boyce, former 
First Sca Lord and Chief of De- 
fence Staff, performed the honours 
at HMS Raleigh as two hotel-styk 
blocks at the training cstablishment 
were opencel. 

Holland and Albion blocks arc 
home to 158 officers and senior rat- 
ings whe are members of Ralcigh’s 
permanent staff, 

Later this month 146 more cab- 
ms in two additional buildings at 
Raleigh will be opened. 

All feature en-suite bedrooms, 
plus laundry facilities and utility 
rooms 

“Today's sailors rightly expect a 
high standard of accommodation 
to return to following what is often 
® demanding period at sea. Sail- 
ors joining Raleigh can now look 
forward to fantastic new facilities 
to enhance quality of life ashore.” 
said CO Cire David Pond, 


VOLUNTEERS are needed to join 
the RN's birdwatching socicty on a 
two-week trip to Diego Garcia in 
the Indian Ocean ncxt May to see 
whether a reserve on the island 
qualifics as an ‘important bird arca’ 
umier the RSPB, the guardians of 
Britain's feathered friends. Details 
from Capt Peter Carr RM on mili- 
tary 93832 7201 






Ships Scott (Cdr Derek 


of our picture, 
tuart Armstrong) 


duties visiting her affiliated 


arryi 
® watch change of her ship’s 
company. 

Ledbury, a MHunt-ciass 
nest refdoc said ate to 

her outgoing Commanding 
Officer, Lt Cdr Peter Olive and 
entertained officials from her 
adopted namesake town. 

The other two vessels 
— Archer-class patrol boats 
Explorer (Yorkshire URNU) 
and Archer herself (Aberdeen 
URNU) were taking 2 weil- 
earned short break during 
their annual summer deploy- 
ment. 


www. flavynews.co.uk 
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any time? 


IT IS NOW 12 months since 
my lust article for Drafty’s 
Corner, und there has been a 
number of changes within the 
D| Warfare Drafting Division 
The. most significant change 
has been the transfer in of the 
Submarine Warfare Branch from 
D4, so | would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome them to 
what ts now un integrated surface 
and submarine Warfare rating 
career management business, 
Other changes have been the 
squadding of Leading Hands and the 
resulting transfer to the Watertront« 
of three members of my section to 
cover the additional workload in the 
WMOs 
My current plan is to visit both 
Devonpomt and Faslane during the 
autiomn to meet key Waterfront per 
sonnel from the submarine fraternity 
more detuils to follow 


PROMOTION 


The interruption to the training 
pipeline a number of years ago has 
created one of the greatest opportuni 
tes for promotion within the Warfare 


By Cdr Brian 


Lambert 


Rranch for many years. 

if you are not selected for LOM at 
the May board or if you qualify for 
consideration after the board has sat, 
there muy still be ap opportunity 
within that Traimng Year — in cases 
of severe shortages, a supplementary 
bourd may be convened 

So be ready for your LOMOC, and 
don't forget that, once qualified for 
promotion, you can undergo the 
Command Course 

it's well worth your while prepar- 
ing for that and volunteering to fill 
spare Slots al short notice — it’s one 
less hurdle to pomp after selection, 
and LRCC (and SRCC) will shortly 
be 4 preeequisite for Local Acting 
rates 

Divisional Officers and EWOs 
shouwk! cnste that qualified rutings 
who are keen to progress their cureers 
arc offered every assistance to get 
fully worked up — for those OMs with 
the night aptitude and attitude the 
opportunity to reach WOT by their 
early 30s is a very realistic onc, 





REPEAT OF A REPEAT OF A 
PREVIOUS REPEAT 


1 am atraid that this is where 
Drafty repeats himsclf once again 

1 say again, I'm afraidt thist this is 
where Drafty repeats himself once 
again! 

There ate currently 8.400 RN per- 
sooncl whe have never submitted a 
C230 or have not submitted « C20 
with the last 36 months. 

In terms of stating your case and 
being considered for the right job ma 
preference area, Drafty has 10 assume 
that one third of naval ratings are 
entirely happy to be drafted any 
where any time or in accordance with 
then now out-of-date preferences 

The message is: help Drafty to 
help you ami submit your C2M)s, 
particularly when your status and/or 
prefcronces change 


SHORTAGES 


Recently we have been writing to 
cx-Senior Rates with relevant skills 
from a vanety Of shortage Warfare 
speciilisations who have left the 
Scrvice im the last five years, offering 
them the opportunity to rejoin 

So tar, we have had a number who 
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With Preference Forms - 
If wishes aren’t writ — 
Don’t bet on much luck 
With any Drafi Chit 





Are you ready to serv 
anywhere - 












‘Well, we can’t afford to buy crystal balls for blokes like yout!’ 


have shown an interest, of which 
about ten per cent have rejoined 

Whilst we in CND have cast our 
net. finding and tracking down 
leavers can be a lengthy process. 

If you are, or if you know, an ex- 
Senor Rate from the Warfare Branch 
who hes left the service in the last 
five years, under 50, fit and keen to 
rejoin, then get in touch or ask that 
oppo te de so 

Once in contact with CND. we 
will check to see they are in onc of 
the shortage categories and direct 
them to 4 recruiting office near them 
for a medical and return interview, 
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A NEW facility on the jetty at 
Devonpart should make life cas- 
ier for those who spend their 
working lives in the cramped 
interiors of submanines. 

Kear Admiral Submarines Rew 
Admiral Paul Lambert officially 
opened Tactturn Building, one of the 
most eagerly-awaited results of the 
Rebalancing Lives mitiatrve. 

The building, formerly known as 
Spurtan Block, had fallen out of use. 
housing just an criergency dental 
surgery, und in curler times i) was 
the base for a caisson party, responsi 
hie for the floating “lock gates’ of the 
large No 5 Basin 

But the crews of the T-boats éta- 
tioned in the West Country were 
looking for shore-side facilities 
where they could work without the 
problems associated with submarines 

mainly lack of space. 

So Capt Simon = Ancona’s 
Rebalancing Lives programme was 
alerted. and with help from DML. and 
some judicious investment, a smart 
suite of offices, a conference room 
useful for command team of 
squadron bnefings and a shower 
block were installed, along with an 
office for Devonport Flotilla Group 
Warrant Officer WO Jim Curlett. the 
Taciturn Project Manager 

The shower block was of particu- 
lar importance, an attempt to per 
suadec sailors to jog or cycle in to 
work, using Tuciturn Building to 
shower and change before they get 
on with the day's business. 

A total of 30 work-stations, linked 
io NavyStar, are available, as are 
printers, photocopiers and tele- 
phores. 

There 1s also a TV linked to a lim 
ited Sky satellite service — allowing 
submariners more used to a dict of 
DVDs in the confincs of a submarine 
the chance to enjoy live big-screen 





RE-BALANCING LIVES 


sports events 
Cdr Bob Fancy, Commander 
Devonport Flotilla, said: “There hus 
been a long-standing desire among 
submarincm to have an administra 
tion facility on the petty here — one 
telephone between about 40 peopic 
was not helping work efficiency,” 
The original plan was to pul a 
portable cabin on the jetty, bat main 
tenance of both cabin and equipment 
was an issue. Koowing Devonport 
well, Bob realised Spartan Block had 
potential — and the project was up 
and running in February this year 
With the block being used by T- 
boat crews, Spartan was not an ideal 
name and Capt Simon Martin, 
Captain Submarines, had good rea- 
son for suggesting Taciturn 
“My father was the designated 
Commanding Officer of the subma. 
rine Tally Ho, and as was the custom, 
my mother launched the previous 
submarine on the stocks, HMS 
Taciturn, on June 6 1944," said Capt 
Martin, who brought along the old 
boat's bell — with the promise it 
would be swiftly returned two his 
mother at the end of the ceremony. 
“lt was my idea to call this 
Tacttorm, because of the link wiih a 
class of T-boats, and because there is 
ho current submarne or trainer using 
the name.” 


Rooaw is the building continoe 


the Super T theme, including Trump, 
Tiptoe Truncheon, Turpin, 
Thermopylae and Token 

Officially opening the building, 
Admiral Lambert sand une idea of 
getting submariners off their boat 
and ashore to use telephones and 
such like was first mooted in the 
1970s, and Taciturn Building was the 
culmination of that idea, allowing 
mountuiners to work while subenurine 
administration could be pursued 
more comfortably and efficiently. 

He sant thanks were duc w Capt 
Ancona and to Cdr Fancy for bring- 
ing the strunds together. 


Capt Ancona said the new facility 
tackicd three of the main 
Kebslancing Lives targets — disrup- 
thon, drudgery and having to work in 
an uncomfortable envirommcnt 

“This is Smack on whul 
Rebalancing Lives is all about,” said 
Capt Ancona, “better working condi- 
ons lor our people, allowing them 
tw work more efficiently as well,” 

Now it is up to the Tbout crews 
themselves to make sure the facility 
is @ Success ~ a lurge number of them 
cast their eye over it on the day of the 
formal opening, chatting to Admiral 
Lambert, 


if they pass medically fit, the next 
stage is for them to proceed to 
Raleigh for issue of kit (not, | stress, 
hasic tranning!), PITS, TEMs ete and 
back to sea am! the ull-cmbracing 
fold of the Roval Navy, 

Don't forget you could be reeruit- 
ing your own relect 


AND FINALLY 


A message for all XOs aad EWOs. 

With the implementation of 
Leading Hand «quadding, you now 
own the problem and the solution 

Your squad has the answer to your 
OMI and LOM gaps, 





















Every uot should he lfecusing 
ther onboard training programmes to 
feed their own manpower noeds. 

Releasing an OMI for LOMOC 
aml LROC will pay dividends in the 
future 

Don't forget to take advantage of 
the laic booking systems, liaise with 
the schools to get your people on 
course and ensure that all supporting 
Uocumentation ts up to date. 

Im afraid that Drafiy no Jonger 
has comtral over thase Junior Rate 
mManpywer issues in the way we used 
to, so the key to manning is look 
ahead and plan abcad 


launched by Capt Martin’s 
mother in June 1944 





official opening of the subma- 
rine administration facility. 
Members of the Submarine 
Service have been invited to 
come and see what is on offer 
to them at the new block, from 
IT equipment to showers for 
those who jog or cycle to work 

Pictures: LAIPHOT) Ray Jones 
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splash in 
Torquay 


A LOCAL swimming pool in 
‘Torquay has benefitted to the 
tune of £2,000 through the 
efforts of sailors from the 
Devonport-based frigate HMS 
Chatham. 

The pool, now slightly elderly, 
relics on voluntary funding to pay 
for the upkeep and modernisation 
of its facilities. 

The cash windfall was netted 
during the ‘Type 22’s Gulf deploy- 
ment last year through a variety of 
good weeks, including a 24-hour 
weightlifting marathon and a sum- 
mer fete. 

Explaining the frigate’s involve- 
ment with the local pool, her com- 
manding officer Capt Steve Chick 
said: “It’s great to be able to con- 
tribute to such a worthwhile pro- 
ject as Swim ‘Torquay, which benc- 
fits many Service people, their 
families and the community.” 

Chatham has just started out on 

ramme of Operational Sea 
Training, following six months 
alongside in the tender mercies of 
a rent, 

This intensive work period saw 
her engines overhauled and reno- 
vated, and the living quarters for 
both senior and junior rates 
revamped. 

The maintenance followed on 
from a hectic year, some of which 
had seen the frigate in active ser- 
vice during the recent conflict 
against Saddam Hussein. 


@® LOM Ray Smith 
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Helping Hands 





SPADES on shoulders and ham- 
mers in hand, Collingwood folk 
have been transforming the local 
community. 

So gratcful were the Shaw Trust 
in Portsmouth, a charity that pro- 
vides training and work opportuni- 
ties for disabled people in the 


Uphill climb 
undenwater 
oe 


task - - when he 
set out to raise 
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Collingwood answers 
Call for local face-lift 





UK, that they have named a 
newly-built covered walkway in 
their honour. 

The Shaw Trust is housed in a 
listed building — the problem is, 
the toilet is upstairs and restric- 
tions will not allow a lift to be 
built, so the ncw walkway allows 
their disabled visitors to use the. 
facilities without risking the rain. 

‘The moncy was raised by a team 
of runners from the Farcham 
establishment who took part in the 
Great South Run last year. 

Elaine Conniff of the Shaw 
‘Trust said: “The Trust gets funding 
for training but not for luxuries. 

“This is a great example of the 
practical side of the partnership 
between the Shaw Trust and the 
Royal Navy.” 

Officers from the System 
Engineering Management Course 
at the Fareham establishment 
spent a day of hard graft at the 
Fareham Community Action cen- 
tre. 

Front and back gardens were 
cleared out and transformed, the 
main office was renovated, and the 
reception was given a whole new 
look courtesy of Naval paintbrush- 
es and organisation. 

Farcham Community Action 
offers information, resources and 
consultation for 350 other local 
charities. 





WALKERS on the South Cornish 
Coastal Path werc _ slightly 
bemused to be passed by a horde 
of pirates, but the only plundering 
was all in aid of charity. 

Twelve Logistics Officers, 
undergoing training at HMS 
Raleigh, sect out with their Jolly 
Roger to raise moncy for 
Churchtown, a centre near 
Bodmin that offers adventure hol- 
idays for disabled children and 
adults, 

The 2 semen walk, along with 
Raleigh’s goodwill, raised almost 
£1,200 for the nearby centre. 


@ THE MARGARET Green 
Foundation Trust Animal 
Sanctuary near Tavistock received 
a cash boon of over £1,100 from 
the Warrant Officers’ and Senior 
Rates’ Mess at HMS Raleigh. 

WO Russ Williams said: “It was 
an absolute pleasure to be able to 
visit the sanctuary and see, at first 
hand, the outstanding care and 
facilities given to these poor ani- 
mals.” 

He pledged to keep up the good 
work and raise more funds in the 
future. 
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> 10h as SEMA of Radda thie buat out: Garmaifaraincunees 702 
NAS took a Lynx along on their Sport Relief charity mile 





YEOVILTON-BASED 702 Naval 
Air Squadron decided to go that 
little bit further for Sport Relief. 
Rather than tackling the sug- 
gested one-mile run, they decided 
that as the Lynx training squadron 


Unusual move for Lynx 


it would be more fitting to push a 
4-tonne Lynx over the one mile 
distance. 

Sponsorship and _ collection 
earned over £1,600 for this year’s 
sporting good causes. 
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THE WORDS ‘Harley 
Davidson’ may not bring to 
mind the notion of do- 
gooders, but how wrong 
can you be? 

On board assault ship HMS 
Albion the chaplain, Rev Mike 
Meachin, thought entirely dif- 
ferently. 

On hearing of the planned visit 
to Fort Lauderdale, Mike's first 
thoughts were: “Here is an oppor- 
tunity for the many keen motor- 
bikers on board to ratse moncy for 
the ship’s charities whilst complet- 
ing one of their life-time ambitions 
— riding a Haricy Davidson motor- 
bike in the United States.” 

So 19 bikes, 22 riders, 20,000 
miles and a joyous four-day 
odyssey around Fenda resulted in 
£2,000 for the ship’s charities: the 
Claire House Hospice for 
Children in Clatterbridge, 
Cheshire; and the Dame Hannah 
Rodgers School for the Disabled 
in Ivybridge, Devon. 

ith only one breakdown on 
the first day, the only major prob- 
lems were the weather and 
wildlife. 

The bikers were almost washed 
out by a tropical thunderstorm just 
outside Fort Myers, and at the 
Everglades National Park even the 
toughest riders decided to wait 
their turn politely when an alliga- 
tor was crossing the road. 


CHARITIES stand to benefit 
from the hard work of mine- 
hunters HMS Ramsey and HMS 
Chiddingfold. 

St Mary’s School stands to gain 
£1,000 towards a new computer 
suite after 25 men from HMS 
Chiddingfold took part in a spon- 
sored relay run covering the 42 


miles between the _ ship's 
Portsmouth base and their name- 
sake village. 


The diving team from HMS 
Ramsey have been getting wet 
again, again and again in aid of 
Sport Relicf. 

The Sport Relief challenge was 
to run a mile, but not even Royal 
Naval Clearance Divers can go as 
sth as one mile in one fell swoop, 
so t — had to dive repeatedly in a 

rubbery relay. 

othe five divers, including the 
ship’s CO Lt Cdr Anthony Watt, 
left the surface 268 times to dive a 
total of 1 mile, netting £330 for the 
Sport Relief fund. 


Talent 
shines 
through 


NOT quite John O’Groats, but 
Land’s End to Shrewsbury was 
quite far enough for a team of 
cycling submariners. 

Lt Gracme Riley of HMS 
Talent said: “Although not a great 
challenge for experienced cyclists 
nonce of HMS Talent's riders could 
be described as seasoned cyclists, 
and it was quite a challenge for the 


guys. 

CPOMEA Nigel Bouckley, 
team leader, said: “We felt it was 
the ideal opportunity to get the 
guys out exercising whilst getting 
them to Shrewsbury in an intcrest- 
ing and challenging manner, and 
at the same time providing some 
much needed publicity for Hope 
House.” 

On arrival, the submariners 
from Talent got involved with a 
Fun Day at the care centre, man- 
ning the various attractions. 

e efforts of a griccnaoreens $ 
crew = includin = 
bungee jump by Bradle — have 
bolstered the hospice’s ne by 
over £1,300. 






News in brief 


@ THE VOLUNTEER Band of 
HMS Col 








The aim is to raise aware- 
ness of the charity's work in 
the area with a work schedule 
including four concerts, two 
Beat Retreats, a remembrance 
ceremony and a visit to a local 
school. 

The Band are looking to find 
money for the trip, if you want 
to offer your support contact 
Band Col Sgt Edward Bean on 
01329 332553. 


@ A MASSIVE £5,000 cheque has 
been presented to the Children’s 
Hospice South West by Type 22 
HMS Campbeltown. 

An intensive seven-month 
deployment in the NATO 
Standing Naval Force Atlantic 
(SNFL) saw the frigate’s company 
take part in charity horse-racing 
nights, the auctioning of the cap- 
tain’s cabin for VIP dinners, a 
ship’s raffle and for CPO Roy 
Burdon a half-marathon in 
Lisbon. 

WO Paul Kavanagh said: “With 
so many worthy local charities it is 
always difficult to decide where to 
channel our efforts. We are 
delighted to have been able to 
raisc these funds for what is a very 
worthwhile cause, and are pleased 
to be able to give something back 
to the community in which we are 
@ DOUBLE benefit for charities 
has come from the Fleet 


Back-Up Trust has gained 
£300 after two teams from the 


-Up 
pushing and pulling a wheel- 
chair user around a six-mile 
cross-country course at the 
Queen Elizabeth Country Park 
in Hampshire. 
The unit has also 
almost £1,000 to the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund, raised over 
the course of the last year 
through events such as quiz 
nights and charity runs. 
@ THE RN & RM Children’s 
Fund have also gained from the 
labours of Naval folk tackling the 
Three Peaks Challenge — but not 
only did they garner £400 for the 
Children’s Fund, but another £800 
for the Portsmouth Ficld Gun 
Memorial Trust. 

The team of five finished the 
three peaks — Ben Nevis, Scafcll 
Pike and Snowdon — in 23 hours 49 
minutes, climbing over 23 miles to 
a height of 11,175 feet. 


@ THE EFFORTS of the Fleet 
information and Management 
Unit, based on Portsdown Hill, 
have yielded £600 for the 


Rocky Appeal at Queen 
Alexandra's Hospital in 
Portsmouth. 


8 THE WARRANT Officers’ and 
Chief Petty Officers’ Mess of HMS 
Ocean garnered some £750 for St 
Benedict's Hospice, their adopted 
charity in Sunderland. 


@ A SELF-CONFESSED 
‘Portsmouth girl and Navy brat’ 
Lynne King is looking for 
Pompey ships to sponsor 
participation in Trek Nepal 
2005, fundraising for SSAFA 
Forces Help. 

if you want to find out more 
visit the SSAFA website on 
www.ssafa.co.uk or Lynne'’s 
personal fundraising site on 
www.justgiving.com/lynneking. 
@ STAFF at Clyde Naval Base 
— the boat out for a group of 

ussian children. 

The children from Belarus, the 
area most affected by the 
Chernobyl disaster, are visiting 
Scotland for a month’s holiday. 

Their visit to the base included 
a waterfront tour, courtesy of the 
Clyde Marine Unit, a trip to the 
MOD Police Dog section, and a 
welcome on board minchunter 
HMS Atherstone. 


@ FORMER Navy man Capt 
Andrew Welch and his wife are 
walking from Canterbury to 
Rome to raise money for the 
Give a Child a Chance Appeal 
at Derriford Hospital in 
Plymouth. Find out more at 
www. walktorome2004.co.uk. 
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@ Children enjoying life at Kingswood School at Bath 


Moving in the right 
direction at Kingswood 


MAKING #4 smooth transition 
from primary to secondary educa- 
tion is something Kingswood 
School takes very scriously and it 
therefore provides a special Junior 
House called ‘Westwood’ within 
the Senior School. 

The pupils in Year 7 are thus 
given the opportunity to experi- 
ence all the benefits of the senior 
school within a very friendly and 
caring environment. 

Helped by the Year 5 pupils, 
especially selected Sixth-Form 
Prefects and 4 special team of 
teachers, they easily adapt to the 
new routines and expectations. 

New fricndships are quickly 
established, confidence levels 
raised and amy concerns quickly 
dealt with. It is not hard to sec 
why at HMC Inspection the school 
was judged to provide “exception- 
al pastoral care” 

‘he boarding and day pores are 
integrated throughout all ages at 
Kingswood and therefore both 
benefit from the opportunity of 
learning alongside children of dif- 
ferent nationalities and cultures 

The School also has a signifi- 
cant number of boarding pupils 
from HM Forces families and is 
very experienced at looking afte: 
the needs of these particular chil- 
dren who can often find them- 
Selves moving to a new school with 
very short notice and need to be 


made feel a very welcome new 
addition to the group. 

There is also a special 20 dis- 
count (applicd to cach child) for 
HM Forces families. 

For more information, contact 
the Registrar Angela Carlton- 
Porter, who will be pleased to help 


This is 








THE Children’s Education 
Advisory Service (CEAS) 
will be the new name for 
the Service Children’s 
Education (SCE (UK)) 
group from September 1, 
2004 


The change has come about 
to recognise the unique role of 
the unit in providing quality 
impartial education advice and 
Support to Service families. 

c change of name and identi- 
ty also reflects more accurately the 
nature of the work carried out by 
the staff of CEAS. 

Specialist support to individual 
familics is still on offer to assist 
with obtaining appropriate provi- 
sion for children, 

The Helpline remains to ensure 
that enquines can be dealt with 
appropriately and effectively, and 
advice is still on hand about any 
aspect of education and the 
options available, 

in addition the CEAS is devel- 
oping its work with the tri-Scrvice 
Policy Branch through the Th- 


an outstanding school. 


* A voluntary aided, mixed 13-18 Grammar School 
* No tuition costs. Boarding fees £2,570 per term 
* 57% A/B grades at A level, 90% of students go on to 


University 


* New Performing Arts Centre, new Sixth Form Centre 


* 400 seat theatre, sports hall, astroturf and a new 


technology centre 


* Weekend programmes with a wide range of outdoor 


pursuits 


* Art, design, music and drama thrive 


* 75 acres of grounds 


Contact the Registrar at: 
Cranbrook School, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3)D 


Tel: 01580 711804 Fax: 01580 711828 


E-mail: registrar@cranbrook. kent.sch.uk 
www.cranbrookschool.co.uk 
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Kingswood School 


A unique educational experience for boys and girls 
ai one of Bath's finest independent schools. 


* A Christian community with pastoral care that has been judged 
at mepection to be ‘exceptional’ 


* Over 70 different extra curmcular activibes and a full weekend 
programme for boarding pupils. 


* 20% discount for HM Foroes families for sach 
Scholarships and Special Talent Awards for entry to Years 7, 


9 and Saxth Form 


* A special junior house within the Senor School carnpus for Years 7 
& 8. provides the perfect transition from primary to senior schoo! life. 


* Sixth Form Opan Evening — Thursday 16th September. 
* Senior Schoo! Open Morning — Sat 2nd Oct 
* Prep School Open Morning — Set Sth Oct 

Plesee contact our Registrar for « copy of 

our prospectus or an appointment to visit. 

Tet 01225 734210 Fax: 01225 734305 
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Service Schools Liaison Policy and 
the Service points of contact 
(for more information, see 
www.sftf.mod.uk), 

The unit is supporting the 
development of regional networks 
of state schools with Service chil- 
dren by working more closely with 
the DfES and the National 
Association of State Schools with 
Service Children. 

Both developments are aimed 
at ensuring that the needs of 
Service children and their parents 
are better understood by central 
and local government and better 
provided for by schools. 

Anyone with any comments on 
the service provided should con- 
tuct: CEAS (MOD), Building 190 
Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey, 
Wiltshire, SN9 6BE; telephone: 
O1980 618244; or = email: 
mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.uk. 


Children’s Education 
Advisory Service 


FORMERLY KNOWN AS SCE(UK) 


Newlands School, Easthourne Rd, Seaford, 
KE Sussex, BN25 4NP 
01323 490000 


WWw new eriveretuithtsimasii: 


Do you want to advertise your school in our 
next Education Feature? 
Contact our advertising team on 


023 9272 5062, 023 9272 4226 
or 023 9275 6951 





Invites enquiries From 
Service Parents on any 
aspect of education 
for their children 







for FREE advice and support: 
Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 
email: mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.uk 
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West Hill Park is a co-educational Preparatory School for 
children from 2'/: to 13 years (boarding from 7-13 years) 


OPEN MORNING SATURDAY 
16th OCTOBER LOAM — 12.30PM 


ROYAL NAVAL BURSARIES 
FROM 7-13 years 
New Floodlit All-weather Astroturf and Riding Arena 
New Classroom Suite and Interactive Whiteboards 
West Hill Park School, St Margaret’s Lane, 
Titchfield, Hampshire PO14 4BS 
Tel: 01329 842356 
web: www. westhill.hants.sch.uk 
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Wellington 
School 


Wellington, Somerset TA21 8NT 
www. wellington-school. org.uk 


- 


f 


f 


* independent (HMC) co-ed day and boarding, 800 pupils, 10-18 years 
| * ottstanding academic results 
* realistic fees and a generous Forces Allowance 


OPEN MORNING Saturday 9 October 


for further dotails. please contact the Bursar Cdr. AR D Coupe OBE AN 


01823 668800 
admin @wellington-school.org.uk 
Reg Charity No 3102848 to provide quality ectucation tor chictren 
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THE DUKE of York's Royal 
Military School is a unique board- 
ing school for children of service 
personnel, 

Elivibility is for those children 
whose parcnis have served for a 
minimum of four years in the 
Armed Forces, The school became 
tri-Service in 1992 and one of our 
commissioners is a Rear Admiral. 

Today the school is a popular 
and successful secondary full 
boarding school for S00 pupils 
aged 11-18 years of age 

Superbly resourced the school is 
situsted in an attractive 140-ucre 
site near Dover, It has an excellent 
ecademic record and a strong rep- 
ulation in sport, music and drama 

Over the last few years the 
school band has been asked ta 
attend the Army and Navy Rugby 
match at Twickenham as the pre- 
mutch entertainment. 

A misconception m that the 
school is preparing pupils to go 
into the Armed Forces, The term 
‘military’ refers to our foundation 
and the fact that all pupils are ser- 
vice children. 

As uw result there is «a common 
bond umongst pupils who give 


Grand home at 
Duke of York 








great support to cach other. 

The schoo! has. as you would 
expect, a strong Combined Cadet 
Force and there are many adven- 
turous training activitics with reg 
ular cxpeditions at home and 
abroad 


Wellington 
opens minds 


WELLINGTON School is an aca- 
demically selective sche), offering 
day and boarding co-cducation to 
S00 children, aged 10-18 yeurs 
Traditional! values of hard work 
amd gous behaviour are bel’ in 
high esteem, complemented ty 
excellent facilities, small classes 
and 4 total commitment to the 
individual needs and personal wel 
are of all the pupils. 
A Level and ECSE results are 
consistently good. Last yeur, the A 
Level pass rate was 999% with 64% 
of passes at A or B level. GCSE 
results were equally impressive. 
Wellington School is a happy, 
caring community, which offers 
exceptinal value for money, 


PERROTT HILL SCHOOL TRUST 


North Perrott Crewkerne Somerset TAIS 7SL 


Tel: 01460 72051 Fax: 01460 78246 


e-mail: heatimaster © perrotthillsumersetsch.uk 
Website: www.perrotthill samervetsch.ok 


Service Bursaries 
Montessori Nursery 
Small class sizes 
Excellent sporting, 
musical and creative 
facilities 
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Educating the children of 
services families since 


1946 


Boys and Girls 
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® Former Monkton Combe cadets celebrate at Britannia Royal 
Naval College 


Cadet centenary at 
Monkton Combe 


A MAJOR event in cach of the of the Air Chief Marshal Sir 

three academic terms of the year Michael Stear. 

set the pattern for the celebrations The final occasion of the cente- 

of the Monkton Combe School nary year will take place at the 

CCF Centenary in 2004, beginning of October with a show- 
The year was launched in grand case event for the MCS Cadet 


style at the beginning of January — Force 

with a celebratory luncheon in the The afternoan is planned to 
Senior Gun Room of Royal offer a wide range of displays and 
Britannia Naval College, activities to demonstrate the work 


of all three urms of the forces as 
well as some aspects of cadet 
training 


Wide benefits 
at Wykeham 


FAREHAM § school, Wykeham 
House, encourages its girl pupils 
to get involved in 4 large range of 
extra-curricular activities, includ- 
ing short tennis, Latin club, dance, 
horse-riding, maths workshop, 
sailing, karate, netball and music 


Dartmouth (the parent cstablish- 
ment of the contingents Royal 
Navy Section) wsied by 
Commodore Tony Johnstone- 
Burt, a parent of current pupils. 
More than 170 guests enjoyed 
splendid food and wines followed 
by an address by the gucst of hon 
our — General Sir Michael Rose, 
ln Mav. a specially-made CCF 
Centenary standard was conse: 
crated in the school chapel. With 
the whole contingent formed up 
for inspection, the standard, along 
with the Combined Cadet Force 
banner, was then paraded in front 


GSA DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED. 25/1 — 16 
<**" 4 WHERE HOPES SUCCEED 


o 
<a 
y * Please telephone to arrange a visit 
” or 

*  * Visit our new website at 


www. wykehaminst.demon.co.uk 
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If you require a prospectus or more information please contact Mrs Calbeck at 
Fast Street, Farcham, Hants. PO16 OW, Tel 01929 ~ 280178 of Pax: 01329 ~ 829964 
Eerauh WHS @ Wykehamins demon.co.ak 


IHE DURE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 


‘Looking forward with confidence - 


looking back with pride 
Mira ifslititcema | tetiisice wil my 
children of service per 
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Proud Naval history 


at Christ’s Hospital 


CHRIST'S Hospital is a historic 
buurding school whose mission 
since ts foundation in 1552 has 
becn to afford children every pos- 
vive opportunity in life to suc- 
ceed 

Its links with the Royal Navy 
date back to 1673 when Samuel 
Pepys, a Governor of the School, 
instigated 4 special! entry category 
for children of Royal Navy per- 
sonnel. 

Throughout its history, Christ's 
Hospital has remained faithful to 
its guicting principle, providin 
children from all back rounds 
with the best educational oppor- 
tunities, irrespective of their par- 
ents’ ability to pay, 


OFomu 


The School's substantial 
Charttuble Foundation uses its 
funds to provide this educational 
opportunity to children (aged 11- 
1S), particularly those from fami- 
lies who are not well off or for 
some reason may benefit from the 
boarding cnvironment at Christ's 
Hospita 

The distinctive uniform of long 
bluc topcoat and yellow socks is 
also provided free to all pupils. 

Candidates appl ing for the 
Royal Navy met bd of entry do 
not compete for a place. This 
entry ts open to children of per- 
sonnel who are serving, or have 
served, in the Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines or Royal Navy Reserve. 


NAVY 


At the centre = ss 
of Service life 


Find out more on Open Day 


St John’s College 


A Catholic. Lasallian foundation. 
open te all 


Crove Road Scuth, Southsea 
hampshire POS JOV 
lel: O23 9281 5118 
Fax 073 S78 Livi} 
brah stho®sthohreonollene oo uk 


web www. stpohnscollege co.uk 


Time: 10.00ern 


6th Octobe 


| OOpern 

Contact: Admissons on 01823 340830 
E-mail: edmissionsa®queenscollege orp uk 
Www: quetriscoliege orp.ub 

Queen's College, Taunton, Somerset TAT 405 


Look into what’s 
on offer at 
St Lawrence 


PUPILS benefiting from an inde- 
pendent education are on the rise. 
Over seven percent af the total 
British schol popdiution is now In 
the independent sector. 

Part of the reason for this trend 
is that parents recognise that often 
an independent option might not 
be much more expensive than 
choices that offer less value — i.e. 
4 nanny, or an after-school club, 

Forces personne! in particular, 
thanks to the Boarding School 
Allowance, are in 4 position to 





1. 00am - 1 00pm 


Values, Confidence, R CPSL/ | ts 


Since 1906 St fohn's College has offered 4 visionary education 
and traditional values within the hustling and progressive 


seaside city of Portemouth, 


* Outstanding academic results 


* Renowned for pastoral care 


* Portenouth's boarding experts 
* Exceptional sporting facilities and results 


* Strong musical tradition 


* Separate junior School within campus 
* Specialist Nursery open 51 weeks a year, Bam - 5:30pm 


Members of SHAS, IAPS and BSA, Kegesterent \hartty, No, 25242 





take advantage of this childcare 
solution. Many parents are howev- 
cr not completely aware of the 
level of velo-eldnd education 
and childcare the Independent 
Sector can provide, or to what 
degree they might be cligibic for 


ws te 

‘hen linked to certain key 
schools such as St Lawrence 
College, these discounts cat mean 
that Forces personnel are paying 
just 10% of the school fees. 

When independent education is 
seen as a childcare option, and 
indeed set against the cost of say a 
nanny or childminder locally, 
schools such as St Lawrence 
College which supplement the full 
BSA with their own forces bursary, 
create a childcare option that is 
Significantly cheaper — whether 
akon as full or flexi-boarding. 

st Lawrence College in Kent 
combines the flexibility of the state 
sector with the comfort and quali- 
ty one would expect from a first- 
class independent school, The 
value added approach it offers 
includes a completely flexible ser- 
vice that is based around parental 
needs as well as those of the child. 
This is probably why so many 
Forces parents chose to send their 
children to the College. 

Creating a social childcare base 
that works is what makes a school 
such as St Lawrence College 
function, 
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We believe 
in your , 


child... 








I his 1s whi Wwe make our lees ace essibls 
through our special discount package for 
scryiesr lLarnilis . and Ulery Sea lraval te essible 


through targeted mini-bus services to bases 





From ages 3 to 18, you can be certam of one thing, 
St Lawrence College will help your child reach us potential 


Ages 11-18, St Lawrence College 
College Road, Ramsgate 
Kent, CT1] 7AE 
iclephone, 01843 572900 
_ _ Email: hm@sloeuk com 
St Lawrence College Web: wwwsicuk. com 
Ages 3-11, The Jurstor School, 
Telephone: 01843 572912 
Email: hjs@0sleuk.com 
Web: wwwsicuk.com 


Freshtheng wres acherw ficloewutpe you cin 








PM liicma@arslaleiiare 


——  - 


“According te incor 


Call 01403 211293 





Ciyret’s Hospital, Horstarr, Wert Sussex RH19 OYP 
Ernail adsec@@christs-hospital.org uk 
Regestened Charity Mo, 306975 


o}s)olelmariiiia’, 


Free and assisted 
elersimeiinle melts @ cite 
for boys and girls 
aged 11-18 from 
sii Melelaodeimeltislss- 


For entry into Year 7 in 2005/6 
Saturday 9th October 2004 
Call for details on 01403 211293 





CHRIST’S 





HOSPITAL 


www.christs—hospital.org.uk 
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High School 


Open Day 
Saturday 9th October 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm 


In the Junior School, Senior 
School or Sixth Form, Portsmoutn 





nen education 
for its pupils ina High School is large enough 
particularly caring to provide the best educational 
ANG SUPPOMIVE experience, but small enough to 
seine inde'tenind give all girls individual care 
tivo and attention 


HSBC scholarships 
available for girls 
from maintained 
schools, GDST 
SCholarsnips, MUSIC 





“) 
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Dovercourt, 
our Juruore School 


exhibitions and 
bursanes 
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For further information and a school prospectus, 
please contact the Admissions Secretary: 


Tel 023 9282 6714 E-mail admissions@por.qdst.net 


Fax 023 9281 4814 www.qdst.net/portsmouthhigh 


rinancial assistance available in the senor school 


Day & Boarding Preparatory Schoo! 
Boys & Giris aged 3-13 


Rookesbury 
Park School 


Exceptional pupil/staff ratio 
Outstanding academic results 
Magnificent School grounds 
Renowned pastoral care 


Flexible nursery provision 
® Wide ranging activities 


Contact us for a prospectus, an informal chat 
and/or a guided tour with the headmaster 
www.rookesburypark.co.uk 
head@rookesburypark.co.uk 

Hookesbury Park School 

Wickham, Harnpshire, POl7 6HT 


Tel: 01329 833 108 
Fax: 01329 835 090 








®@ Cricketers at Kelly College in the south-west 


QUEEN VICTORIA 
SCHOOL 


Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside 
Stable and uninterrupted co-educational boarding for 11 - 18 year olds; 
Quality education including school clothing at low cost — 

termly charges £300; + School hospital and resident Sister; 
Overall pupil teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total school roll 275; 

Eligibility includes children of Service personnel, serving or 

have served in Scotland; + Easily accessible by road, rail or air; 
Warm, triendly, lively atmosphere where pastoral care takes high priority; 
Full range of curriculum following the Scottish Education system; 
Extensive programme of sport, music and extra-curricular activities; 


Visits to the School are welcome at any time. 
For prospectus and further information or an appointment. 


THE HEADMASTER, QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL 
DUNBLANE, PERTISIIURE. FRI5 OJY 


Tek O141 310 2901 or OL7TSG6 S2228SS Pax: O141 310 2926 





ee es ‘s s most at signe icant school’ 


-— : 


ask for our Néw'Services Package 


COLLE FE 


| GRENVILL 


BIDEFORD, DEVON 


Co-educational boarding and day school. 
420 pupils ages 2'/2 to 18 (boarding from age 8). 
A Woodard School. 


* Caring & friendly environment 





* Extensive grounds 
* Excellent academic record © Strong sporting tradition 
* Christian education * Wide range of clubs & activities 
* Dyslexia department * Sixth Form study cenrre 


« GCSE, AS, A level & GNVQ courses 
* Superb location for outdoor activities 


SPECIAL FEE ARKANGEMENT POR 


HM PORCES: BSA «10% 





For details Tel: (01237) 472212 Fax: (01237) 477020 


info@erenville.devon.sch.uk www.grenville.devon.sch.uk 
Coremmtlly Cadloge te a regnireed phartty 0 J6 AGP 
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Sport goes from strength 
to strength at Kelly 


KELLY College, one of the leading schools in the south-west, provides a 
aw quality, well-balanced education, It enjoys an established reputation 
for good academic results and for its cultural and sporting achievements. 

the sporting record of the school ts very strong; Kelly has « national 
reputation in swimming, rugby and athletics, while hockey and netball 
icams have uchicved county and regional success. At the same time, we 
ure particularly proud of our music and drama. One of Kelly's strengths 
is the range und diversity of its socicties -— recent successes in public 
speaking, essay and debating competitions confirm this. 





Rookesbury Park 


blossoms after 
75th anniversary 


ROOKESBURY Park prides 
itself as a small school with a 
strong sense of family valucs, 
and also one which sets, and 
regularly achieves, ambitious 
aye. 

“During the year, we have 
enjoyed celebrating the successes 
of groups and individuals in a wide 
range of school activities — acade- 
mic success with children reaching 
the senior schools of their choice, 
sporting scholarships, victories in 
regional music and art competi- 
tions,” comments the headmaster 
Pad Savage. 

1 scale of the school allows 
us to focus on the needs of every 
chitd. Their strengths are empha- 
sised and encouraged, their weak- 
nesses supported by staff who have 
genuine concern for the welfare 
and development of all the pupils. 


Ww ; 
Blundell's 


HSoesee yess 


11-18 Co-educationat Boarding 
and Day Schoo! 
(340 boys and 210 girts! 


= 


“an entire education” 


A PREMIER 
WESTCOUNTRY 
SCHOOL 

Pow alse incorporating 
“St Aobyn's Preparatory. School | 
Eki No, wsraee 





“Most crucially we ure a hap 
school, where courtesy and thoes 
eration and a sense of responsibil- 
ity for the school community are of 
parmmount significance.” 

The school is situated in «# 
superb location in 15 acres of 
‘phage in the heart of the Meon 

‘alley. Bursaries are available to 
Naval families. 


Values at 
the heart of 
Shebbear 


SHEBBEAR College is a 
Christian school that emphasises 
traditional Christian values. 

It fosters responsihility, toler- 
ance, commitment and respect, 
both for the tmaividual and for 
morcicty, 

The school warmly welcomes 
pupils of all faiths and cultures, 
and secks to educate cach pupil to 
achieve his or her potentiul 
encouraging the highest possible 
snndart of attainment and 
behaviour, through a balanced, 
flexible and challenging syllabus. 

The development of lively, 
enquiring minds is central to our 
curriculum and to achieve this the 
timetable is constructed to mect 
the needs of the pupils. 

Through small classes and the 
wide runge of subjects offered at 
GCSE and AS/A2 level we provide 
the opportunity for all pupils to 
realise their aspirations. 

The college is committed to 
oifering its pupils the best possible 
facilities, 

The college has two boys’ and 
one girls’ boarding houses that 
wovide u wurm and nurturing 
ome from home environment 
Shebbear has a flexible approach 
to boarding that can accommodate 
weekly and occasional boarders, 


KELLY COLLEGE 
OPEN DAY 


Saturday 2nd October 2004 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 


Preparation for life 


Academic prowess 
Sporting and Cultural excellence 
An opportunity to have a look around our day house, 
Russell House, to see the improvements in our boarding 


accommodation, to visit the [CT and Resources Centre 
and to have a general tour of the Colleyve. 


Visitors will have the opportunity to mect the Headmaster 
and to talk with the staff and pupils 


Kelly College, Parkwood Road, Tavistock, Devon 
Tel. O1822 RI3100 
atimissions @ kellycollege.com 
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College at the heart of maritime city 


PLYMOUTH College ts an LIMC 
day and boarding school for boys 
and giris aged 11 to 18. It is based 
in the bustling maritime city of 
Piymouth with the magnificent 
moorland, countryside and coastal 
landscapes of Devon and Cornwall 
close fo hand. 

Founded in 1877, Plymouth 
College i a forward-looking 
school with a successful history 
Last summer saw outstanding 
exam results with a 94% A to ¢ 
sass ratc at GCSE and a 98% A to 
=~ pass rate at A Level. Similar 
results (not announced at time of 
going tO press) are expected this 
year, 

The school is equally proad of 
its extra curricular achievements, 


with activities ranging from sports 
und outward bound fo music and 
drama to name but a few. 

As well as children from 
Plymouth and surrounding areas, 
the school welcomes pupils from 
all over the world including 
Europe, the Par East, Asia and the 
Americas. 

The friendly, family-run board- 
ing houses offer a home from 
home that sees no more than three 
pupils sharing a bedroom, As well 
as use of the school sports ccnire, 
the boarding house team organise 
# range of weekend activitics 
including, bowling, ice-skating, cin- 
ema trips, horse riding, boat trips, 
moorland walking and dry-slope 
skiing. 


Summer of fun at 
Portsmouth High 


PORTSMOUTH High School 
branched out this summer by 
offering an exciting range of activ. 
ities aimed at diffcrent ages. 

Proud to be part of the commu- 
nity of Southsea, Portsmouth High 
School offered a unique and excit- 
ing Summer Academy, aimed at all 
girls aged from 13-15, 

The events programme was 
designed to capture the imagina- 
tion of those wishing to experience 
things which were a bit out of the 
ordinary! 

Set in superb facilities there was 
first class coaching rforming 
arts, led by Nik prt row from 
Chichester Festival Theatre; photo 
journalism instruction by Ross 
Young Photographers and leader- 
ship offered by University of 
Portsmouth. Experts also guided 


girls through the latest hair, beauty 
and fashion designs and they learnt 
how to keep a healthy lifestyle with 
a fitness professional, 

The second exciting event, the 
Drama forkshop, also led by 
Chichester Festival's Nik Ashton, 
was aimed al girls between the 
ages Of & and 11 who were chal- 
lenged to a day of performing arts. 

Finally, from September 
Portsmouth High School will also 
be hosting a ‘Dance for Tots’ class 
on Mondays from 1|.30-2.30pm 
where children will be able to 
develop their confidence and co- 
ordination through dance. 

lt has been a great summer with 
somcthing for everyone and 
Portsmouth High School looks for- 
ward to continuing its links with 
the local community. 


This year 3 + aeiegrenh College is 
entering an excitin hase ~a 
merger with girls’ school, St 
Dunstan's Abbey. With a rich his- 
tory, tradition and expertise 
behind both schools, the merge! 
has allowed more subjects and 
activitics to become available and 


has seen facilities enhanced 
through a serics of building and 
refurbishment projects. 

The junior school of Plymouth 
College, a day school for boys and 
giris aged 3 to 11, will merge with 
the prep school of St Dunstan's 
Abbey in September 2005. 


The Independent Schools Council 


Information Service (ISCis) provides 
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PLYMOUTH COLLEGE 


Ford Park, Plymouth, Devon PL4 6RN 


OPEN MORNING 
Saturday 9th October 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 


For boys and girls aged |! to 18 years old, the day and 
boarding school offers.. 





you with up to date information about 
independent fee paying schools. 
Phone for a free regional ISCis 
handbook giving details of schools in 
the South and West 


Tel: 01747 830761 


(quote ret. NN0G04) or write to 


ISCis (South and West), Cools Farm, 


East Knoyle, Salisbury SP3 608 
e-mail; soutthwest@iscis_ uk net 


website: www iscis uk net/souttwest 


MORE THAN JUST A GREAT EDUCATION 





Academic excellence Friendly, family-run 


boarding houses 
Experienced and highly 
qualified staff 
State-of-the-art facilities 


Wide range of extra 
curricular activities 
Strengths in sports, music 
and drama 


For further information please contact 
Mrs Sharon Lambie on 01752 203245 


or e-mail openday@plymouthcollege.com 
www.plymouthcollege.com 
Registered charity no, 306949 








Of course, to pursue a successful career in the Armed Services and the Ministry of Defence Civil Service you need the right qualifications. But while you're 
getting them, you want to exercise more than just your mind. That’s why Welbeck should be at the top of your list. With everything you need to excel, it 
offers an action packed agenda of sport, adventure activities and leisure pursuits, We also offer free tuition at Welbeck* and financial assistance throughout 
Liniversity. So if you want a lot more from your education than just qualifications, make sure you enquire about Welbeck today 


To order a prospectus call 0845 600 1483 and quote Ref: NAVNEW or visit www.welbeck.ac.uk for further information. 


Welbeck welcomes appbcations fram young men and women no mater what ther marital dstus, race, etheic ongn of rehqious betel ws 
No account 6 taken of semua oneniatern or socal hackyround in comnideting apphcatiees. Welbeck is bully comneniied tn equal opportenines 


"Parents of quartiaes, may be seqpared to make a contribution towards the cost of their chikf’s mainterance. See prespecns ior tether dass THE DEFENCE SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 























. ~ es — f-c .% - be oe r site 3 ee lt te. “Ss. os -~ s a on " » hs ci ry r"“\ ht are a7 ~~ cj " . Sell a . : ; if +477; . : ! 
/ - avy ncevws.cc oF," = 2ttt te ei iisie- — 7] ee Fees avynew S.coO.!1 a“ — sop Wniine = Www .nNavy ne W5.CO Juk = shop rik iif = s . y.naVvVVYNews.co.uK 
A: White Ensign Sweatshirt D: White Ensign 
Our original White Ensign product. This, Regatta jacket 


































easy -to-wear, easy-to-wash classic 
sweatshirt features a ribbed crew nock, 
cuffs and waisthand for comfort. 


You don't need to be aailing on 
the Solent to appreciate this 
water repellent jacket. Made from 
soft. durable and strong fabric 
with a warm, insulated lining. i's 
high collar and studded front zip 
cover keeps out the blustery 
wincs, while it's deep pockets are 
perfect for safely storing your 
belongings. 


Made from machine washable 
cotton/polyester, and features an 
embroidered White Ensign on the left 
breast 


Available in Navy blue only. 
Sizes to fit: 5:36" M:38" L:40"/42" 
ML:44°/46" XXL:48" 


£19.95 UK Available in navy blue with the 


White Ensign ombroidered on the 
€. loft sleeve. Sizes to fit: S:38° 


M:407 L427 X1L:44* XX1:46" 
C: White Ensign Rugby Shirt 





B: White Ensign Fshirt 


Step out in the summer sun in this 






, Se £39.99 UK 

tirmeless classic cut t-shirt. Made from Our casual long sleeved rugby shirt is ideal for 

machine washable, 100% pure cotton and both men and women. Featuring ribbed cuffs 

embroidered with the White Ensign, it'll and a smart white collar it’s perfect for all 

keep you cool on the hottest summer occasions, whether you're strolling by the sea or 

days. picnicking in the park. Available in navy blue, a 

Available in Navy blue only embroidered with our White Ensign and made ie i 
fram 100% cotton, Machine washable 

Sizes to fit: S:36" M:38" L:40” XL:42"/4a* ; . E: Ladies White E 

XXL:467/48" Sizes to fit: $:32"/34" M:36"/38" L:40"/42” Rugby Shirt __ 
XL:-44°/46" XXL: 48" Da 

£12.99 UK No noodt TO 7onT a Rernnn te 

B £29.99 UK this stylish, flattering, fa 
cut rugby shirt. 


aa 


. weekend relaxing! 

F: Baseball Cap G: Beanie Hat 100% ring spur cotton an ant 
When the summer sun beats down, it is a well known fact that o high available in three b out a 
shade your eyes with one of our stylish percentage of body heat is fost colours, Sky, y ariel Lita 
baseball caps. Made from 100% brushed Embroidered on the botto 


through the head. So on cold 
days, keep your temperature 
lousty under one of our 
Thinsulate™ lined boanie hats. 
Stylishly embroidered with the 
Royal Navy loao. Made from 


A oe ay 


hand comer 
Ensign, 
Sizeg to fi 10:32") 
16/1838" 9) 


cotton to keep your head cool; this high 
quality baseball cap re embroidered with 
the Royal Navy logo and is available in 
Navy Blue. 


‘ - 
aa 


Aaa 


Buckle adjustment ensures 





99 UK 
one sizo fits all! 100% acrylic. f2y eee: 
£9.99 UK £7.99 UK — 
‘Won URRPPO ~~ order ry Crreques papable to Navy News to accompany ordert. For orders outude the UK payment Ge te made by © CROWN COPYREGHTIMOO 
what e odnee E : —— pequelinternational Money Order in { Sterting aad drawn on UK bank Or for paymenn by Cred Cand/Switch, UK & Abroad eesaenes wth Gregson 
Orwarveat Pastege > + ’ 


meane use the roupon on page 4. Please mane (ferns chen oot ocr -fre Mincse allew up to 28 days for delivery | 

















38) NAVY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 2004 


Recruitment & 








Leaving the 
full-time Navy? 


RESERVES 


Would you like to invest in property? 
if you have considered buying a property but because of the 
nature of your work it is difficult to look, then contact us. 


We are property search agents that understand the market 
and will look for the best property, negotiate the best price 


and aim to take the hassle and stress away from you leaving 
you with a sound future nest egg. 


For more information on how we work contact 


Monique Tapal 07904 475704 


email: info@property-agent.co.uk 
or Www.property-agent.co.uk 


Business Opportunities 


Eam up to £50 hour Full training provided. 

Mary serving & ex forces personnel airnady 

earning! Must be determined and computer 
literate. Bonuses & Holidays 


www.homebusiness123.co.uk 


PO Bex 460, DONCASTER DN4 9X1, 
www.newlcafeducation.co.uk 











Unmanned Air Vehicle Pilot 


wwwynavynews.co, uk 


The sky doesnt have 
to be the limit. 


Attractive salary + benefits «MoD Aberporth, West Wales 


QinetiQ is Europe's leading defence and security 
technology company. All that we do builds on 
our proud heritage of advancing the boundaries 
of innovation through the application of sound 
thinking and groundbreaking technology. 

Our ongoing relationship with the MoD touches 
many different areas. Not least among these is our 
work with Unmanned Air Vehicles (UAVS) and aerial 
targeting. Join us here and you'll find yourself at 
the leading edge of this fascinating area. 


As part of a small QinetiQ team based at 
Aberporth, you would fly the Mirach UAV System 
as an aerial target for the UK Armed Forces 
This will involve everything from ensuring the 
safe operation of systems and compliance with 
regulations to meeting budgetary and 
operational targets agreed with the clients. 


We are looking for qualified jet aircrew from a 
military background, ideally with fast jet and 


MODERN DEFENCE 
IS ALL ABOUT STRATEGY. 


HERE’S OURS. 





ait-to-ait experience. Cornputer literacy, energy, 
flexibility and commitment are also essential 
attributes as, initially, youll undergo six weeks’ 
mtensive training 


To have an informal discussion about this role, 
please ring Kevin Harte, Director of Aviation on 
01980 663915 


Please visit www QOinetiQ.com/careers to apply. 
In the ‘Jobs at QinetiQ’ section, register your 
details and search for this vacancy, ref 012330, 
where you will be able to apply, Closing date is 
3 September 2004 


The future hast our nameé on it 
WIT if have yours? 


www.QinetiQ.com/careers 





When they're on active service, Britain's armed forces deserve the best possible support from the best qualified peopie. That's the thinking behind the creation 
of the Military Support Function, an initiative to help ensure that our armed forces receive the quality of experience and support that they need to do the job. 
There are management level opportunities in many areos of expertise, ranging from weopons to welfare, security to IT, and finance to logistics. | We are looking 


for talented individuals with a good understanding of the needs of the Armed Services to join us in the UK and overseas. Salaries start from £16,672 rising to 


£35,844 depending on the level of the post, your experience and expertise. | To find out more visit www.mod.uk/coreers Click on Job Vacancies “All” and “All” 


under location, then type MSF into the Search Text Box. This will display all currently available MSF positions. Alternatively write to Military Support Function (Recruitment), 


PO Box 3424, Bath BA! 5ZP. The MOD is on equal opportunities employer aiming for the widest possible diversity in its workforce and drawing recruits from every Vy? 


part of the community. 


ANYTHING BUT UNIFORM 


* 
trt 
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Pa act } Enlist ona arinng ye . 4 , 4 v ‘ y 
we Lo Full Time Reserve Service =~ 
or aa us (Limited Commitment) 
WV hla ~~ for employment in a 
ey Rle , Specified location ROYAI 
PP a ,_ with prospects for further 
gee 2 2 year commitments. 
m S., - 
° A) Fe Si OS FTRS rates of pay app! : 
ZV UN ee Geviantdnieali . 
Oli f 44 ee ¢ *. and pensionable) 1 ¢ 
— ang a a ye 4 CA3 from £23,433 rising to . oom 
Naval . A ae CAI up to £34.44] The Royal New Zéatanic Navy aspires to be ~ 
te | Middlesbrough with effect from | Apr 04 the bestmall nation Navy in the world. — 
( ‘areers — . r oR yy wig rs A To help 48 each our goal, we are looking to 
ol ns LL _Prheston 5 will be abated expand the skills base of our personnel with 
° rg . out ee eet the placement of selected applicants with 
Ss Crviceé : oT! ee re extensive Royal Navy experience. 
fare ‘ on fi t - Ab | 
. y . | of regular service. We are cuprently ooking for Seaman Officers 
The Director of Naval Recruiting <* Birmingham (Brid@eWatchkeeping and Navigation — 
; : ; é f | , »pectaiets) aS well as Helicopter Pilots 
IS currently seeking wy r. } : | 4 3 —lOH i desirable). . | 
RN & RM WOs, Ds he 4 Oxford ~ Poi 1ave-ppro > skills, adaptability and the 
Senior Rates and SNCOs - OA 2 ~~ E pee io Exper ea eeumeee poe life but 
, ee 5 ie | ) afantastic lifestyle, you may be who we're 
to work as nF Bristol Chatham ie 7 f —y 
° —_ ——---e ' 
Careers Advisers J oe o eal Apply Now! 
= . _S ph J Apply in the first instance to - ba. 
at these locations:  #¥or faither information please contact: = 





DNR SO3 Support ~ Lt Tina Gray ~ PSTN: 023 9272 4359: Mil: 9380 24359 
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It's your future. Launch if 
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Navy News Own Products 
i} you are not satisfied with one of our Own products sald ihrough the paper simgty 
return fo us unwed within 4 deye enc we will replace It free of sherge of weve a tl 
refund (including postage. This guarantes Goes not affect your Slatutory ngs 


BAE SYSTEMS 


A Unique Challenge for those ready 
to sample a new way of life 



























Flying Training Opportunities - Saudi Arabia 





This is a rare opportunity to experience the challenge, adventure and rewards associated with Project Al Yamamah Flying 
Training Programme. You will need to be a realist who is committed to delivering capability in a challenging environment. 
The rewards reflect the calibre of people we are looking to join our team - high salaries, quality accommodation, free medical 
care in Kingdom, generous leave entitlement, free leave travel, company pension scheme. 


Advanced Instructors ( Hawk ) Basic Instructors ( Tucano/PC9 ) 

QFis with Hawk and Tactical experience OF Is with single turboprop experience 

Not less than 1500 total flying hours Not less than 1500 total flying hours 

Not less than 300 flying hours as an advanced instructor Not less than 300 flying hours as a basic instructor 


QWI and Tactics instructors may be considered for some of the posts 


Simulator Instructors ( Tornado IDS/ADV/Hawk ) 
Qualified Flying or simulator instructor with not less than 1000 total 
flying hours 


Jetstream Pliots 

Must be able to operate the Jetstream Flying Classroom in the role of 
Captain and Instructor Pilot 

Twin of multi-turbo prop experience (1000 hours). CPL required 

Civil or military training experience 

Low level flying experience 


If you are available with three months notice, telephone, email or 
write to us quoting ref. no LOA 30 at: 


Stephen Flaherty Aircrew Resourcing Manager CS&S International 


Jetstream Instructor WSO W386 MillLane Warton Preston PR4 1AX 

Qualified Navigation Instructors on either Hawk, F15, Tornado ADV or stephen.flaherty@baesystems.com +44 (0) 1772 855830 

similar with one tour at a recognised Flying Training Schoo! 

Ideally an A2 category both Air and Ground Although BAE SYSTEMS is committed to equal opportunities, these positions are in 


Experienced in the use of Computer Based Training Aids (CBT) Saudi Arabia and only applications from male candidates can be considered. 
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WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 


| £33.15 including U.K. postage and vat. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 5 or more 
| SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 

} ED eee YOUR OWN SPE CIAL DESIGN 


36) 
specialist cunustanen over 85 years 
C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquiries @chmunday.co.uk 


















GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 


(Select any ship or F.A.A. Squadron etc.) 
BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (BN, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION) 
Shewhd there be any item you coquire which is net shown, please contact us, and we 
will endeavour to help, at we are unable to Hat all the products in our portfolio 
Whether you ure buying for yoursell, or a loved onc, we will be happy to give you 
prces and quantity discounts upon application 
Military Matters 
7 Waterside, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 7DP 
Tek: 01.457 877010 Fax; 01457 878499 ¢-mall:military.matters@ btopenworld.com 
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TES SE VINIVING URSES 


IN PLO A 


Frentull Adventures, Florida are happy 
to offer Military Quscoveted Skyerving Conroe 
for Peqiunet tu B@vaoced stodauts in Deeertul 
Sebestion. Morida. Det Skpdivene Scheul ts 
Hriteeh ewred sad operand Loc sted un the 
cost coast of Marta, thes tropeca! paradise ae 


7 <A . yreat ploce Jor your thydivisg vecetion 
een aeae Cua Tk . ‘ Come jou us fer extreme fun in Che cme 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE Lashatahrsssicptoden 

i) Victerta Rew, Welliaghormegh, 
Northants NN& MIEN Freetall Adventures, Florida 


42) W Auger Merwe Sebesten Finnds 1774 ULA 
Tot(772) S88 0550-Fax\(777) S81 4458 
Email. skhydivaMik@aclt.com 
www tladeantures. com j 


tel Pax OI953 T7411 Methiie C7910 252457 
b. ened! migeh? mendereon [3 ferert.co.wh 


www.artandglass.co.uk 


FLAGS & pce 
= NATIONAL FLAGS 
| & ENSIGNS. 


Economy Sit x 3ft flags £7,99 
Bunting, handwaving & tabic flags 


rt AGS GLOBAL 


way, Mia ny 


EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR 


Wide range of quality garments 
ae eet “| CHENIN 
a or 3 = pela PAINTINGS OF YOUR SHIP 

8 00. chi - Meticulously researched and 
ae, pattern nae y superb quality at affordable prices 
Ck | KEITH BACON MARINE ARTIST 

stem: Tel: 01709 523254 

& Quick delivery email: kbaconmarineart@aol.com 
SPECLAL (OFFERS TO HM FORCES GNC FREE T-mETE www.keithbacon-marineartist.co.uk 


THE PERFECT BIRTHDAY OR XMAS PRESENT 


BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 
48 Old Lana, Birhershow, Brodford D1! 27X 
Tek 01274 688103 Fax: yokes 652524 
bonorameon.co 


www 
e-mail Se ret wren aE 





Navy News 


Notice To Readers 
The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility 

for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
loses suffered by any readers 
as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to 
make their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate commercial, 
legal and financial advice 
before sending any money 
or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 


NAVAL & MILTARY ANCESTRY 


Should you huve an ancestor you would like to know more about, please 
contact the undersigned who will be very pleased to give you an indication 
of what may be found und the likely cost 


Mr lan Ruscowe, 29 Eagle Street, 


Hanley, Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire, 
STI SPD Tet. No, 01782 239485. 


KEGIMENTAL TIES, blurer 
Badves, Cuff-Links, Buttons, Mexals, 
Cap Bistves, Militaria £2.10) for ist. 
Cairncross (Dep, NN), 31, Belle Vue St. 
Filey, N. Yorks YOH4 SHU. 
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk 





I um u specialist researcher of Naval, Royal Marine, Military, Royal 
Flying Corps and Royal Air Force records between 1775 and c. 1945 
John. L. Arnold. 

The Tallet House, Lustleigh, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 9TR 
Tet: 01647 277 482 Fax: 01647 277 455 
EMail: jobnlarnold@ aol.com 








LOST MEDALS 


REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 


3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 


WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 


RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 


Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 


TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 


e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com www.rdhmedals.com 





Tel: O1S27 A353575 


=~ 
Ce 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM FOR YOU - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN - FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS - COURT OR SWING STYLE 
ALSO AVAILABLE A FULL RANGE OF COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS 

GOLDEN JUBILEE MEDAL, GENERAL SERVICE 
NATIONAL SERVICE MEDAL, VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL, 
ACTIVE SERVICE MEDAL, SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL. 


PLEASE CONTACT US 
FOR MORE DETAILS. 


i ICORPORATING TO: 


MVUVaAP Eiri 


RIVER PARK, ERMINGTON MILL, VYERIDGE PL21 ONT 

Tel. 01548 830717 Fax. 01548 830046 | 

NER Bint oe 
urymint.com 


www .bi 





. 
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WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 


Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting, 
56 Hroad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, Worcs BG) ALL 


Local Rate UR Only: 0845 6582001 
MPIALS PRUPTRADONALLY MOUNTED COURT (@ COHUDINARY STYLE 
PULL. SIZE REPLACT MENT AND MINLATURE MEIMLS SS PPLIED. 
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Royal Navy Officers, Senior Rates uniforms and mess undress, 
we also supply caps, miniature medals, mounting, gold lacing 
and other accroutrements. 


___-«- Buy direct from the supplier 
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Contact Fareham 01329 238881 
or Raleigh 01752 815586 

























GOLDWIRE BLAZER BADGES 


GOLD WIRE BADOES-ALL SHIPS ETC. 892000 FN BUTTONS LAMOS/SMALL 

WHITE LLATHER GAUNTLETS PACE STICKS I” ~ a8" ~ ao" 

FRIDGE MAGNETS 9MOST SHIPS £00 
KEY RINGS MOST SPS. __ F186 
STANDARD POLE BRASS FAS AMA RM oo 
BRASS CAR GRILLE BADGE, ANA SI OO 
STAMOAND POLES 7 Cano 
STAID POE Bn SOS 


o400 
240 
CHD 
WHASS INSERTS. £14.00 
WHITE COTTON GLOVES 
WHITE MASONIC GLOVES WITH LOGO. ga 
MéaY / BLACK GERETS 6-8 
ANY ASSN GERET DADOE —- 
FUN A NAGIAL OFVEDON TIES 1200 


SWEATSHPTS ANA, AM, MWY, GREY, _ 16.50 
SEND FOR FREE Laat 


ALL UK ORDERS £1.00 P&P 
11, Dalahead Drive, Shuw, tance. OL2 BJT 


Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 
www. thegoldwirebadge.co.uk 
~mail:- sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk 




















Wright & Logan 
Ar 


the Royal Naval Museum, 
Portsmouth 


Telephone: 


023 9282 6682 


www. wrightandogan.coak 
Ruchel@ victory 2005.co.uk 


drawn and painted bu Ossie 
Jones. 135 Ashbourne Rd. 
Liverpos! LIT 9Q0Q .U.K 
Detaile= 0191-727 S661 | 
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ESSEX GIRL Seeks penpals. Paula VERY FRIENDLY BLONDE 40, 





Thinking of moving to Spain? 


Retiring Soon? 


Come and talk to the experts 


33, Blonde, Blue eyes, Medium build 
GSOH ALA. Box Sept | 


ATTRACTIVE, INTELLIGENT, 
Female young 40's. Secks adventure 
am! romance with 4 splash of 
commitment. Portsmouth 

Box Sept 2 


easy (0 talk to. Seeks Sailor 32-52 for 
Incmishipre-ationship. 
Box Sept 3 


DARK HAIRED FEMALE. 
Secks Sailor 35+ for relationship. 
Hampshire Areu. 

Box Sept 4 





Spanigh fYfsane Senreh 


01329 287 600 


2 East Street Fareham, next to the Red Lion Hotel 


We donate a properees of cur 
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www.milnet.uk.net 


THE IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 
WALL CHART 
The History of the Shios at the Royal Navy 


wooden warships from 1200'to 1900 
TRAFALGAR BICENTENARY 
5th October 2005 


Visi WWW.royainavyhistory.com soon 





We specialise in all types of mortgages 


* Re-mortgage & Purchase 
* Self Certification 
- Equity release 


+ Capital Raising 
* Buy to Let 
* Past Credit Problems 


Call Catherine today on 023 9225 8568 


Excelsior Mortgages hd. 


e-mail: catherine@excelsiormortgages.co.uk 


to find out how we 


could help you, 


We do not charge for our service. Trading for over 10 years 


Offices inc Watertooville, Clanfield, Southsea, Gosport, West End & Woolston 
Your hornet is at risk if you do not keep up repseyments on 4 mortgage or other 
loans secured on it 
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FORCES PENPALS UK, will be 1 year old in November and 
we are having 4 big party. Want to join us? 
For more info Visit = 
| FPPUK is run by ex-Army wife for only the British Forces 


stationed anywhere in the World, (Civilians welcome). 
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY FOR ONE WEEK ( !'""": 
; staying longer! 
‘ instant messages sent/received without showing email address 
+ Find your old Pal +Chatinachatroom +* Competitions 


*Weekly horoscopes + Games, jokes, etc 
Plenty more being added all the time. 


_ Start ha ving fun! 
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CAMOUFLAGE and an assault on 
a fortress were on the agenda at the 
Ficct Protection Group RM HO at 
Faslane — and an ice cream van. 

The camouflage resembled rab- 
bits, tigers und the like, and the 
fortress in question was a bouncy 
castle - and around 150 family 
members und friends attended the 
Families Day 

All the mgredicats fell into place 
~ the weather at Paslane wus Stren 
speed-boat rides were available 
in rigid inflatable boats and rapid 
ruiders, und there was a range of 
fun activities — all for free. 

It is the first open day since the 
500-strong FPGRM moved into 
their new base in 2001, and while 
the grown-ups were learning more 
about what their loved ones do, the 
children were allowed to explore 
and investigate the equipment 

The Families Day was designed 
to comcide with the 300th anniver- 
sary celebrations of the capture of 
Gibraltar by a brigade of English 
and Duich marincs — the FPGRM 
HO ts named Gibraltar Building. 





@ Great deeds come from little things: HMS Wren's badge and 
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Wren joins flower class 


STILL winning medals long after 
their ship carned battle honours 
are the ex-crew of HMS Wren. 

A display in memory of the war- 
rt which served the RN from 
1942-56, took a bronze award at the 
Royal Horticultural Society show 
at Tatton Park in Cheshire. 

The sloop formed part of the lez- 
endary Capt Johnny Walker’s 2nd 
Escort Group, based in Liverpool. 

Relatively-ncarby Knutsford in 
Cheshire adopted the ship in her 
day and continues to support the 
HMS Wren Association. The ship's 
bell has a place of honour in Knuts- 
ford’s St John’s Parish Church. 

To mark the 60th anniversary of 
those ties the town’s council com- 
missioned a flower display at the 
show which wartime crew, inciud- 


ing Wren Association chairman 

Ron Young, inspected. 

@ Other wrens making the news, 

but of the female variety, were the 

Association of Wrens’ recruitin 
up which dropped in on HM 

nvincible. 

The party toured the Port- 
smouth-based aircraft carrier, vis- 
iting every section where a female 
sailor was on duty. 

“We were most x Tip 9 or 
the professional attitude they all 
shared and the enormity of their 
responsibilitics,” said association 
vice chairman Celia Saywell. 

“The sailors spoke with affection 
about the WRNS and we felt they 
understood our aim of making the 
association relevant for the women 
of today.” 


roars away 


Argyll and (left) ‘If | had a hangar..." 
The devastating impact of firepower 


on Brave'’s hangar. 


TWO trusty Cold War warriors have per- 
formed their final service to the nation in 


the ocean which was their battleground. 

Former Type 22 frigates HMS Brave and Boxcr 
nestle on the seabed after the Royal Navy's arsenal 
was tested on them in a “high seas firing’ exercise. 

A ringe of ship-borne and submarine-borne 
weapons were aimed at the warships and the old 
diving tender RMAS Ironbridge. 

Despite an age of computers and simulations, 
weapons experts still need ‘hard data’ — the results 
of an actual live firing of a weapon — to test the po- 
tential of the RN's arsenal to the full. 

Designers can ulso draw lessons about ship sur- 
vivability and, from a morale viewpoint, sailors 
should have greater faith in their weaponry from 
sccing the cffccts of the firepower. 

On the down side, because empty hulks are used 
the tests can be slightly unrealistic — there are obvi- 
ously no damage control efforts to save the ships. 

Nevertheless, planners say ‘live’ results ure still 
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ve to the last 


rather than sunk ~ on the seabed 600 miles off the 
British Isles and lic in around 10,000ft of water. 
ite efforts to sell Boxer and Brave — sister 

ships HMS London, Coventry and Shefficld have 
all found homes with new navies — no buyers were 
found, but rather than scrap the ships, « fate which 
befell HMS Beaver, the Navy decided to use them 
as target vessels. 

Despatching two distinguished warships to a 
watery grave is obviously an emotive subject, espe- 
cially among former crew 


The are Navy tries to handle the firings 
as sens 


vely as possible and ex- 
crew understand that the aviation lee 


from the exercise will help save the lives 
of present and future Senior Service per- 
sonnel. 


All potentially hazardous materials were stripped 
from the vessels before they were sunk and an envi- 
ronmental study curried out on the patch of ocean 
to determine the impact of the ships’ sinking on 


valid 


deemed 


1ook part in the firings. 


The vessels were ‘placed’ — the technical term, 


Bad weather in the Atlantic meant the high 
seas firing had to be cut short, but organisers have 
the test & success nevertheless. 

HMS Aregvil, a Flect submarine and RAP aircraft 


marine life. 

In the long-term the hulls should turn into deep- 
sca rects, similar to HMMS Scylla which was scuttled 
in much shallower waters off Cornwall this spring 

The firings are the first in six years; the last ves- 
sol to suffer 4 similar fate was Leander-class frigate 
HMS Sirius. 


#flary ose peveals more secrets 


MORE picces of the gigantic jig- 
saw which is the Mary Rose have 
been uncovered. 

Three weeks of diving operations, 
funded by the MOD, took place last 
month to see if Henry VIII's flagship 

which sank in the Solent more than 
four centuries ago — would yield any 
more secrets, 

The area where she lics is likely to 
be dredged to provide a much deeper 
route for the next-generation aircraf! 
carrers. 

In previous excavations, 20,000 ob- 
jects have been brought up from the 
sea bed — including the hull, on display 
at Portsmouth Historical Dockyard 
since it was raised in 1982. 

However, the bow and forceastle 
(the upper part of the bow) have.until 
now proved clusive, 

“We believe the bow was broken 
off on unpact, or during salvaging by 
the Venetians which took place at the 
time of the sinking,” said Rear Admi- 
ral John Lippiett, chief executive of 
the Mary Rose Trust. 

“Bat this latest dive has exceeded 
our ora of what we might 
find. We have found a 10 metre-long 
timber in the mud and, like the other 
discoveries, it is in brilliant condition. 

“The marine archacologists will 
find out from the markings on the 
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timbers where they fitted and what fit- 
ted into them, [t will give us far more 
understanding of how the bow section 
looked.” 

Project director Alex Hildred adid- 
ed: “We're getting away from the ques- 
thons: We Are NOW getting into the an- 
swers. The (im stem post is the most 
significant find. We weren't expecting 
$0 much timber to be uncovered, 

“Mary Rose Is the only Tudor 
warship in England, but there 
are no ship's plans or riage 
to show how she was built. 
Now we have the post, it will al- 
low us to re-construct the bow 
with almost one hundred per 
cent certainty, giving us a full 
understanding of the ship and 
how she sank.” 


Three hundred tons of sand were 
shifted during the summer and 120 
objects recovered, plus timbers. 

Among the latter on view — some, 
incredibly, bearing the toolmarks of 
the shipwright who originally perfect- 
ed them, were deck planks, a perfoctly- 
prcaaves section of one of the ship's 

linds and 4 cabin partition, complete 
with nail holes. 

Objects poe to the surface in- 
cluded wooden blocks for the rigging. 
a ns neeer handle and small firearm 
Ss © 


ARE YOU OUR MISSING READER? 


Over 250,000 people read Navy News each month... 
but we know when 
: there is one missing! 


iS THAT YOU? 


Declare yourself 
to your local newsagent and 
| reap the rewards of reading our 
| award winning newspaper. 


@ The trust has been given £70,000 by 
the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport and the Wolfson Founda. 
tion to provide a new entrance hall to 
the ship, where visitors will be able 
to read shout the efforts to con- 
serve the hull 
















® The fatest artist 
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Baltic exchange of ideas 
for HMS Shoreham 
WITH much of the Fleet still on summer leave, HMS Shore- 
ham left Portsmouth for an autumn deployment in the 
North Sea and Baltic. 

The Sandown-class mine-countermeasures vessel 
joined similar ships from six NATO nations for exercises 
and ordnance disposal. 

Seven days this month will be spent this month clearing 
ordnance dropped in the Baltic during World War 

to Stockholm, St Petersburg, 
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Go on - go NOW! 
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round the corner... 










Having problems? Contact us... 


‘Distribution Campeign’, Nevy News, Portsmouth PO 3HH 
email. pete@navynews.couk wwwnavynews.co uk 
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1SL’s mission 
to St Paul 


WHILE visiting Malta First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West took the opportunity to pay a call on 
Malta GC unit TS St Paul. 

He was accompanied by his wife Lady Rosie West, 
the Commander of the Armed Forces of Malta, Brig 
Carmel! Vassallo and the CO of HMS Somerset, Cdr 
David Axon, which was also visiting the island. 

Admiral West inspected 54 cadets split into three 
divisions — Junior Cadets, Blue Jacket Cadets and 
Marine Cadets — and watched a jackstay transfer 
across an imaginary river. 








Cadets 


All aboara ar ee 
St Albans 





A SPECIAL tour of HMS St 
Albans was granted to 40 
Cadets trom Northampton 
unit TS Laforey when the 
[ype 23 frigate berthed at the 
Isle of Dogs. 

S/Lt Chris Read, the unit's CO, 
said: “This ts a rare opportunity 
for our cadets to visit a workin 
warship, and we are very gratctu! 
for the chance to experience Navy 
life first hand. 

“The trip has been a great suc- 
cess and the cadets have got a lot 
out of the day.” 

The party was accompanied by 
Cpl Brian Cole from Luton Royal 
Navy Careers Office who cchocd 
S/LA Read's verdict. 

“This was an excellent opportu- 
nity for the cadets to see what life 
is really like on a Naval ship,” he 
said, 

“All the cadets seemed to have 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and 
have learned lots about how a 
working Naval ship and her ship's 
company function,” 

One of the Royal Navy's 
newest warships, HMS St Albans 
was launched in May 2000. 


Aussies get in the swing 


THIS summer saw two firsts 
for the Royal Australian Navy 
Cadets — the introduction of 
structured physical training 


and a nationally run PTI 
COUTSC 

Some 31 cadets and three adults 
from Queensland. South 


Australia, Victoria, Tasmania and 
Western Australia came together 
for the first time at Lecuwin 
Barracks and took part in a newly 
structured course qualifying for 
PT! 3rd class and Adult Basic 
Instructor. 

Lt (SCC) Victoria Marson 
CPOPT(SCC) Simon Collins and 
POPT(SCC) Neil Smith gave up 
their own time to fly out and tcach 
the ways of a Cadet PTI. 

The course included warm ups 
and cool downs, daily exercises, 
recreational training games and 
display work. 

SWINGING TIME: 
Australian Navy Cadets club 
swining — originally 
to improve upper dy 
st but now done mostly 
for display purposes. 


WW, MAVVNEWS COMA 





Honour for Ballymena 


at oldest Parliament 


WHILE on a week's visit to TS 
Manxman in Douglas, Isle of 
Man, Ballymena unit was invit- 
ed to join in the opening of the 
Tynwald - the oldest 
Parliament in the world. 


Two of Ballymena’s Leading 
Cadets, LC Mark Wilson and 


LOCW) Stephanic Tweed, were 
asked to carry TS Manxman's stan- 
dard and that of the Standard 
Bearers Association 

They marched behind the Band 





of the Royal Marines und a Guar’ 
from HMS Vigilant, 

During their visit the Northern 
Ircland unit also called on HMS 
Brecon, had the use of TS 
Douglas’ boats, visited 4 shooting 
range and made a complete tour oi 
the island. 


London 
fights 
back 


LONDON Area's top racing 
squad did well to gain 
eighth place overall! in the 
impala European Nation 
Championships heid dur- 
ing Ramsgate Week 








— 

ey overcame bitte: 
disappointment after a 
calamity involving a port 
and starboard situation 
with a Sonata which meant 
they had to retire for the 
two races of the first aay. 
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Fifty-year-old 
Sweeper still 
keeping busy 


ARLOW Unit are 

seen here enjoy- 

ing a weekend of 

basic training — 

and some “seri- 
ous fun” — on board TS 
iveston. 

The 50-year-old former 
Ton-class minesweeper is 
now owned by Thurrock 
unit TS Boxer and is regu- 
larly used by units all over 
the London Area. 

On this occasion the 20 
Harlow cadets were given a 
taster of various specialisa- 
tions = includin marine 
engineering and seaman- 
ship -— as well as some 
canoeing and pulling. 

As on most weekends 
when the ship is in use, 
various tasks had to be 
carried out by the ship's 
maintenance team com- 
prising cadets from 
Thurrock and Hornchurch 
units led by Lt George 
Wilson. 

On this particular week- 
end a holed exhaust 
silencer from No3 


“This was a very dirty 
job,” Lt Wilson told Navy 
News. “But suited up in all 
over coveralls, A/C Beven 

hurrock) and UC Bailey 
Hornchurch) assisted by 
MEM2 Gibson (ex- 
Hornchurch, now undergo- 
ing training at HMS Sultan) 
persevered and removed 
the silencer in very short 
time.” 

The ship is booked for an 
average of three weekends 
in four (missing out the hol- 
iday period of August) and 
is also used for training in 
sailing, powerboating, 
cook/steward and some 
adult instructor courses. 

Units from London Area 
and more recently 
Southern and Eastern 
Areas have ali made use of 
her facilities. 


DAD AAS 





@® EXPLORING: In the wheelhouse and (below) on the bridge. A large RoRo ship was 
berthing opposite when this picture was taken 





@ DIRTY WORK: L/C Luke Bailey and A/C Chris 
remove a faulty exhaust silencer from one of TS Iveston 
generator engines, assisted by MEM2 Bill Gibson. 

HMS iveston in her heyday in 1965 


TS HORNET were a striking presence at the 
memorial service to celebrate the life of 
their much-loved president, Capt Rocnev 
sowden 

Staff and cadets of the Gosport unit lined 
the pe to St Peter's Parish Church, 


Titchtield and helped with the stewarding 


there and at the reception later in the garden 
of the family’s home. 

There was standing room only at the ser- 
vice. where the address was given by Rear 
Admiral Roger Gerard-Pearse. 

The retiring collection, placed in the caps of 
the cadets on leaving the church, was in aid 
of TS Hornet and raised over £1,300 — a 


record for the church according to the Vicar, 


the Rev Bill Day. 


Among the guests were the unit's patron 
Lady Fieldhouse, new president Rear Admiral 


Tony Whetstone and the new Commodore of 
the Sea 


Cadet Corps, Cdre 
Brokenshire. 


Laurie 
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®@ A spectacular vista of the frozen Antarctic 





Early Polar 


explorers 


Early Polar exploration 
was carried out by Naval 
officer Sir John 
Franklin. He set out to 
the Arctic no less than 
three times. 


On his third dition, 
he was looking for a 
north-west passage from 
the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 

In July 1845 his ships, 
HMS Erebus and HMS 
Terror, were seen for 
the last time. 

never returned from the 
icy north. 

Several attempts were 
made to find Franklin, 
particularly by Sir John 
Ross and his nephew Sir 
James Clark Ross. 
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of robot technology. This tentastic set comes complete with 3 transparent Robo-Bug bodies, 
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Send your answer on a postcard or email 

marked "Robo Bugs" to the usual address 

along with your name, address, age and =| 
membership number. 
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These two, during one of 
their Arctic adventures 
in 1829, were trapped in 
the frozen north for 
four years until rescue 
in 1833. 


During this time, the 
nephew located the 
north magnetic pole in 
1831. Sir James went on 
to conduct an Antarctic 
expedition from 1839 to 
1843. 


He discovered new island 
groups and uncharted 
coastlines, sailing the 
waters in Naval ships 
HMS Erebus and HMS 
Terror - the very same 
two ships that were 
later lost with Franklin 
in the Arctic... 
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Sad story of 
Great Scott 


One of the greatest 
Naval explorers was 
Robert Falcon Scott. 
The child and grandchild 
of Naval forebears, 
Scott signed on with the 
Senior Service at the 
age of 13. 


He first sailed to the 
Antarctic in 1901 in 
command of HMS 
Discovery. 

His ship spent two years 
in the frozen south, and 
Scott along with two 
other men - one of 
whom was Ernest 
Shackleton - achieved 
the record for travelling 
furthest south in 
December 1902. 


It seems that this taste 
of the Antarctic was not 
enough for this man. 


Some years after 
returning to England 
Scott declared that he 
was determined to head 
down south once more 
but this time he would 
reach the South Pole. 
He sailed on the Terra 
Nova in 1910. but heard 
that his great rival, the 
Norwegian Roald 
Amundsen, was also 
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bound for the same 
distant goal. 

After a hard journey, 
made more difficult 
because their motor 
transport failed, Scott's 
party reached the 
South Pole on January 
18, 1912. 


But disaster! Amundsen 
had reached the Pole 
first. 

Disheartened the team 
started out on the long 
800-mile walk home, but 
almost step was 
fraught wit difficulties 
- poor food and harsh 
weather. 


One man died from a 
fall in February, and a 
month later Capt Oates, 
frostbitten and 
determined not to slow 
the team down. chose to 
walk off to his death in 
the snow, 


But sadly one week later 
the last men were 
caught up in a terrible 
Snowstorm, and they all 
died just 11 miles from 
safety. 

Their frozen bodies and 
diaries were found eight 
months later. 
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September's here 

with birthday cheer 
for all the people 
listed here - 

OK, an awful rhyme but 
you get the idea... 


James Abbott 
Aaron Ashworth 
Christopher Aydon 
Bradley Barker 
George Barnard 
Robert Bateman 
Joshua Bell 

Olly Bell 

Joe! Berk 

Rachel Broome 
Simon Bucki 


Jordan Dodd 

Douglas Downing 

Elliot Evans 

Liam Ford 

sere ate 
elle Gat 

Cameron Geddes 

Jodie Goodwin 

Sammi-Jo Gratton 


Davi ing 

Daniel Harding 

Jodie Harn 

Thomas Hawkes 

Reuben Hawkins 

Simon Hewitt 

Alexander Johnstone 

Robert Jopsow 

William Lawson-Maycock 

James Leech 

Gavin MacKenzie 
MacKenzie 

Brian McCrudden 

Jordan McCusky 

: oe Mills 


Mo 
“i Ceri Morris 
Shane Murthwaite 
H Muston 
Charlie Noyce 
Christopher Paddison 
Alice Pardoe 
Thomas Patten 
Kerenza Pegg 
Andrew Perry 
Mark Reeve 
Caroline Riley 
Ethan Robinson 
Sam Rowland 
Cara Ruskin 
Jennifer Ryan-Fecitt 
Christopher Short 
Charlotte aol 
Autumn S 
Blake Stapleton 
Elizabeth Stobart 
Nicole Thackray 
jamin Trevett 
Dominic Tucker 
Lauren Twist 
Jack Tyler 
Amba Vinton 
Aimee Wainwright 
Alastair Warner 


Katy Westmore 
Owen Williams 


ts 01235 833066. Closing date: 30/09/04. I 
Normal competition rules apply. 
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Scott sails 
off — into 
the fog 


OCEAN survey ship HMS Scott has 
renewed her links with the Canadian 
Navy as the country celebrated 
Canada Day. 

The ship, on a North Atlantic sur- 
vey programme, sailed into Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, for a routine watch 
change and a shore break from 
duties. 

While in port the ship was dressed 
overall, along with other vessels, to 
mark the national celebrations and to 
meet up again with colleagues from 
the Royal Canadian Navy. 

Lt Linda Lawrence, of HMS 
Scott, said: “We were delighted to 
renew our links with the Canadian 
Navy, who have made us very wel- 
come last year, and made available a 
prime berth in their dockyard close 
to the city centre 

“As it was Canada Day during our 
stay we were overwhelmed by the 
warmth of the welcome. 

“The evening firework display, 
just off the stern of the ship was most 
impressive, 

“Nova Scotia is infamous for its 
fog, and we sailed out into a thick 
fog bank on departure, emerging a 
week later in the mid-Atlantic hav- 
ing seen nothing more than the bow 
of the ship.” 

The ship has already covered 
40,000 miles and spent 1350 days sur- 
veying since the New Year. 

Since leaving her home base of 
Devonport last November, Scott has 
operated in the Indian Ocean, con- 
ducting her bread-and-butter busi- 
ness of gathering hydrographic and 
oceanographic data for commercial 
and military use. 

She then moved to the Atlantic for 
a summer programme of work. 


Sailors on 
standby 


THE THREAT of industrial action 
by the Fire Brigade Union means 
2,000 Royal Navy personnel have 
been nominated to provide emer- 
gency cover should the need arise. 

The numbers have been taken 
mainly from the Fleet, and those 
nominated have already been told. 

A small number from the Home 
Command, the DLO and DPA have 
also been earmarked. 

Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral 
Sir James Burnell-Nugent, in a rally- 
ing call to the troops, said he was 
keenly aware of the extra burden 
such a move would place on them. 

But he added: “You will prove, 
once again, that the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines are always ready to 
do what is necessary and to do it 
superbly.” 
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Top Gun to ‘meals on 





FROM riding shotgun for a 
high-speed American carrier 
to guarding offshore oil ter- 
minals, HMS Somerset has 
been in the thick of the action 
since she took over patrol 
duties in the Gulf. 

The Type 23 frigate relieved 
sister ship HMS Grafton in mid- 
July, assuming patrol duties as 
part of the multinational coall- 
tion operating in the region to 
help the rebuilding process in 


Iraq. 

Her first task was (0 act as scene of 
action commander at the Khawr al 
Amaya oil terminal (KAAOT), co- 
ordinating a flotilla of patrol boats 
and boarding parties which enforce 
an exclusion zone of 3km radius. 

With large fleets of small fishing 
dhows clustered around the exclu- 
sion zones, Somerset's ship's compa- 
ny must remain alert. 

Her Commanding Officer, Cdr 
David Axon, said: “It is a fine bal- 
ancing act in determining who is 
going about their everyday business, 
who is conducting illicit business and 
who is the potential suicide bomber. 

“It requires an enormous concen- 
tration of effort from those on watch 
and meticulous management of the 
picture.” 

The ship has also been supporting 
the fledgling Iraqi Coastal Defence 
Force in patrolling territorial waters, 
with Iraqi officers joining the fngate 
for familiarisation sessions. 

Her rigid inflatable boats (RIBs) 
also carry out patrols, boat transfers 
and act as ‘meals on keels’ for the 
forces stationed on the oil platforms. 

Somerset later spent a week 
escorting the 80,000-ton American 
carrier USS John F, Kennedy, acting 
as plane guard for Top Gun-style air 
sorties — creating quite a challenge 


‘Just total devastation. It was a Case 


@ (Above) HMS Somerset in 
the Gulf p<: LAPHOT) Dave Griffiths 


@ (Right) The CO of HMS 
Somerset, Cdr David Axon, 
advises a Young Officer during 
a RAS with the American com- 
bat support ship Seattle 


for the Officer of the Watch's station- 
ing skills, as the carmer operated at 
speeds of up to 30 knots. 

The Devonport-based frigate ‘is 
due to remain in the Gulf until 


November, when she will be 
replaced by sister ship HMS 
Marlborough. 


r Bese APS sey cay 
, 


keels’ for Somerset 





of deciding who to pick up first...’ 


NAVAL air crew found themselves thrust into the 
worst natural disaster to hit the British Isles in more 
than 15 years when they aided the rescue of civilians 


swept up in flash floods in Cornwall. 
The village of Boscastle, near Tintagel, was devastated as a torrent 
swept through it after two inches of rain fell in two hours on August 16. 
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Water tore through the strects 
at up to 40mph, destroying homes 
and shops and shunting cars 
around as if they were toys. 

A helicopter from 771 NAS at 
RNAS Culdrose was on the scene 
within 20 minutes of the first dis- 
tress call. 

Before the night of August 16 
was out, two more of the 
squadron’s Sea Kings had joined 
the rescuc operation oe 
RAF comrades from 
Chivenor and the Coastguard. 

People were plucked from 
rooftops, trees and other precari- 
ous places as they sought to escape 
the rising walcrs. 

771's Senior Observer, Lt Cdr 
‘Florry’ Ford said: “The scene was 
just total devastation. Trees with 
their roots up, wheelie bins, bits of 
houses, cars all carried along in 
this torrent of water, 

“There were about 30 or 40 cars 
and caravans floating down the 
middle of what had been the main 
road. The village had been 
wrecked. We've never experienced 
anything like it.” 

As Lt Cdr Ford’s helicopter 
reached Boscastle, the aircraft was 
caught by a ferocious squall which 
drenched the Sea King, a 
internal communications to fai 
Crew had to rely on hand signals 
to communicate, which made the 
rescue operation even trickier. 

“There were people every- 
where. It was a question of decid- 
ing who to pick up,” Lt Cdr Ford 
added, 

On its first ‘run’ Lt Cdr Ford's 
Sea King picked up 17 people. 


Once a 
stotuidanan Cornish 
village, Boscastle in 
the aftermath of the 
flood which swept 
cars and caravans 
away like match- 
sticks. FAA crew res- 
cued 50 people from 
this tangled mess 


Pictures: RAF 


“There were moments which 
made it all worthwhile, We rescued 
a five-year-old girl who gave us this 
huge, beaming smile. Something 
like that brings you down to 
earth.” 

Despite being the height of sum- 
mer leave, 771 crew volunteered to 
come in to assist with the growing 
rescue operation. 

By the day's end, around 50 peo- 

le had been ferried by the 771 
icrs to safety on high ground 
where emergency services offered 





shelter and warm food. 

“We were able to get people out 

of the area as quickly as possible. I 
think it’s because helicopters were 
on the scene so fast that it was not 
worse,” said Lt Cdr Ford. 
@ Just two days after Boscastle, 
RN and RAF helicopters were 
called upon again, this time north 
of the border. Nearly 60 people 
were rescued at Lochearnhead 
north of Stirling when two land- 
slides caused by torrential rain 
trapped them in their vehicles. 
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Sea Cadets 
sail with 
Monmouth 


THE LARGEST gathering of Sea 
Cadets from the North West to sail 
with a Royal Navy ship enjoyed a 
challenging stint at sea. 

The 20 youngsters embarked in 
the Type 23 frigate HMS Montrose 
at Liverpool on a Sunday and sailed 
with her to Devonport arriving on 
the following Wednesday. 

On the way they took part in a 
number of demanding training exer- 
cises which the ship's company reg- 
ularly practises — realistic scenanos 
such as fire-fighting, battle damage 
control and man overboard recovery, 
all testing the frigate’s reactions. 

The cadets slotted into the ship's 
sea-going routine, experiencing al 
first hand what it is like to eat, sleep 
and work in the unfamiliar environ- 
ment of a warship at sea. 

Not only did they gain individual 
experience, but also had to work as 
teams, strengthening tics between 
members of each unit. 

North West Region Sea Cadet 
staff officer Lt Cdr Phill Matthews 
(RNR) said: “The North West area of 
the Sea Cadet Corps would like to 
thank the Royal Navy and the 
Commanding Officer and comple- 
ment of HMS Montrose for ensuring 
this training experience has been so 
enjoyable. 

“Many of the cadets were interest- 
ed in joining the Royal Navy before 
they went on board; this trip has con- 
vinced them this is what they want to 
do.” 

The frigate’s CO, Cdr Andrew 
Webb, said: “It has been a great plea- 
sure to have so many young cadets 
on board HMS Montrose for a few 
days while we sailed back to 
Devonport after a very enjoyable 
visit to Liverpool” 


Upgraded 
Sea Kings 
are ready 


THE FIRST of a new version of 
the venerable Sea King has 
been handed over to the Joint 
Helicopter Command. 

Three of the Mk 6 
Commando Role (CR) aircraft 
were delivered to help plug a 
gap in the Navy's Operational 
Capability while the Junglie 
fleet —- the Mk 4 Commando 
Helicopters — underwent an 
extensive avionics upgrade 
over a four-year period. 

The programme was insti- 
gated in early 2002, aiming to 
modify five redundant Sea 
King HAS Mk 6 anti-subma- 
rine warfare aircraft. 

Work included removal of 
sonar dipping gear, radar and 
weapons systems in the most 
complex project undertaken 
by MASU, which converted 
one aircraft. Serco Aerospace 
and DARA Fieetlands convert- 
ed two each. 

The handover of the first 
machines was marked by the 
presentation of a commemo- 
rative cartoon to Brig Caplin, 
Deputy Commander of the 
JHC, by Capt Powell of the 
Sea King Integrated Project 
Team. 


Frigate on trial 


REGELE Ferdinand, one of two for- 
mer RN Type 22 frigates bought by 
the Romanian Navy, has begun a sea 
demonstration penod. 

BAE Systems is carrying out the 
programme, including speed and 
weapons trials, as part of a £116 mil- 
lion contract with the MOD covering 
the regeneration and update of the 
former HMS Coventry and London 
(to be known as Regina Maria). 

The ships are being regenerated in 
Portsmouth Naval Base, where 4 
sizeable contingent of Romanian 
sailors has settled temporarily to 
learn the intricacies of running such 
capable warships; among the 
upgrades fitted is a main gun (nei- 
ther Coventry nor London had one). 

The former HMS Coventry ts 
expected to be officially named and 
commissioned at Portsmouth on 
September 9, with her sister follow- 
ing her to the Black Sea in 2005, 
after a commissiong in the spring. 
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®@ And we're off... Taking to the sky, giiding past one of 
Daedalus’ hangars 





wa THE Fleet Air Arm may have disap- “Once you get the gliding bug, everything else 





































If you end up down the pub 
something's gone wrong... 


IN very simplistic terms gliding is the art of cloud chasing — looking for the 
pockets of warm air rising over the land (thermats) to form clouds. 

Pilots make a bee-line for the air under a cloud and spiral upwards “like 
a bird” to gain altitude. As the glider rises, an instrument on the aircraft 
will beep - the faster the climb, the more excited the beep — and drone as 
the aircraft descends. 

Without thermals, flights can be as brief as 20 minutes; with them, a 
glider pilot can remain airborne for as much as eight hours, covering 400 
to 500 kilometres in the process — upwards of 300 miles. 

Of course, the glider needs that first ‘push’ to get it airborne, either 
dragged behind a tug aircraft which will take it to about 3,000ft, or using a 
powerful winch which will lift it to around 1, 700ft. 

Then it's down to the pilot's skill to keep the glider airborne. 

“Seven out of 10 times you will get back to the airfield. if not, you'll land 
in a field and wait to be picked up. You really don't want to land in a field 
- then you've got to buy the ground crew's meal in a local pub,” said Chris 
J 





Last year, gliders were launched more than 6,300 times from Daedalus; 
the club shares the airfield with Hampshire police’s ‘spotter’ plane and 
a Coastguard rescue helicopter. The glider pilots clocked up more than 
17,000km in the skies of southern England. Only the RAF’s gliding club at 
Bicester — a seven-day operation unlike Lee — is a busier centre of unpow- 
ered flight in the Services gliding worid. 


peared from the former HMS Daedalus 
site, but there are still Naval fliers soar- 
ing into the Solent skies on a daily basis. 
oday the sprawling airficld at Lee-on-the-So- 
lent lacks the buzz of its Naval days, but there are 
still more than 6,000 flights cach year. 
it's just that these days there's no roar uccom: 
panying them. 
Portsmouth Naval Gliding Club are the busiest 
~ but not the sole — tenants of the former Fiect 
Air Arm base by the Solent, which closed 


® Soar point: (Above) A two- ncarly a decade ago. 


seat 


glider high over the 


The inventory of aircraft may be much 


Solent and (left) ‘I'm a little smaller — « dozen single/two-scater glid- 
teapot, short and stout’... A crs and 4 tug to get them airborne — but 
tug towing a glider is waved almost daily you'll find the aircraft over 


off on Daedalus’ runway. 


southern skies. 
Not that many people realise it; to 


®@ All smiles: (Below) a pi- most, Dacdalus is a dead airfield 


jot straps into the front of a 


two-seater 


Pictures: LA(Phot) Kelty Whybrow, Fimet 


Photographic Unit Tipner 


“We are trying to raise our profile, par- 
ticularly among serving personnel,” said 
Capt Nick Lambert, by day on the staff of 
Ficet Headquarters in Portsmouth 

“We think of the club as the best-kept 
secret 

"The heuuty of lid. 
ing is the teamwork. You 
don't just climb in a plane 
and head off. You rely on 


takes sccond place.” 

It’s certainly a litthe more makeshift than the 
permanent facilitics the FAA enjoyed here; the 
clubhouse for instance ts a bus with its back end 
turned into a canteen, the hangar was once used by 
Whiriwinds and Gannets, 

Daedalus has been home to the club since the 
mid-S0s, (The club itself dates back to 1947,) IMS 
Heron and Seahawk have counterpart gliding as- 
sociations, all operating under the banner of the 
wonderfully-titled RN Gliding and Soaring Asso- 
ciation. 

The Portsmouth club is 300 strong, but only 
around one third of glidermen and women are serv 
ing personne); the rest are civvies or ex-Forces, like 
tug pilot Chris Joly, a former marine cngincer 

“Powered flight is boring. This is wonderful by 
comparison, It's a battle against yourself and the 
clements,” he explained. 

In 10 years WO2 ‘Cat’ Stevens of HMS York 
has gone from a novice lo a pilot who competes 
at Inter-Services level, It's fair to say he's got the 
gliding ‘bug’. 

“You say you're popping down the airfield for 
half an hour and will spend four or five hours 
there,” he said. 

“When you are driving around you find yourself 
looking at the fields for places to land and at the 
clouds. You look at the weather forecast in an en- 
tirely different light. Once you get involved in glid- 


& tcam: the person looking 
after the winch, the guys in 
the galley, the guys recover 
ing the glider when it lands. 


ing, you want to do It everyday,” 
Weather-permitting, fights occur almost daily. 
Details from www.pngc.co.uk or on 01329 
287552 


@ On the up: the gently lifts a glider into 
Tuy Bolebt gies 


rather 











® More Sexton please, we're PTIs: (I-r) CPO ‘Tiny’ Nash and POs Steve Clarke, 
Taff Davies and Jason Wallace give Olympian Katy Sexton a hand...or eight 


Picture: POINP hot) Gary Davens 





SALLORS bade a fond farewell to 
swimming’s great white hope at this 
year 5 Olympic Games. 

World Champion backsiroker Katy Sex- 
ton was applauded and presented with 
flowers by staff at LiMS Temcraire in Port- 
smouth before a final practice session in the 
establishment's 33-metre poo! 

Katy represented Great Britain in the 
1(K}- and 204)-metre backstroke in Athens as 
Navy News went to press and has honed hes 
swimming at Temeraire where she ts as regu: 
lur a fixture as many of the PT staff 

The Olympian could be found in the poo! 
ten times a week — twice each weekday, ex- 
cept Wednesday, and once on Saturdays — as 
well a5 im Temeraire’s fitness suite 

If that doesn't give 4 truc scale of her ded 
ication to her sport. then this fact should 
last year she swam 240) kilometres in train 
ing sessions ~ 1.49] miles or more than four 
round-trips from Portsmouth to Plymouth. 

Katys coach and former Royal Marine 


Chris Nesbit said the KN sports centre was 
vital in belpmg the swimmer towards hes 
geal, 

“Thus 1s by far the best facility in the Port- 
amouth area. It would have been very hard 
for Katy to make progress in the same way 
without Temeraire,” Mr Nesbit added, 

“In recent years Temeraire has helped 
produce World Championships gold and sil- 
ver winners, Commonwealth sold arc three 
bronzes, and European silver and bronze 
Katy was the second most successful Brit 
ish swimmer ut the World Championships m 
history after David Wilkie,” 

Temeraire’s CO Capt Steve Cleary added 
‘Lam proud, in fact we ure all proud of Katy 
She's here virtually every day seo it feels us i 
she's part of Iemeraire, The effort that she's 
put in descrves success. 

Althaueh « mulitary establishment, tem 
eraire can be used by the public if they ask 
for special permission and is regularty used 
by sporting and swimming clubs, 

Unfortunately, Katy failed to make the fi- 


What Katy did next... head to Athens 


nal of the ktm backstroke, performing well 
outside her personal best in the semi-final 

Another Olympian cheered and pre- 
sented with flowers by Temeraire’s staff was 
receptionist Kim Minutt, who represents 
the country in the Paralympics in mid-Sep- 
tember, 

Kim & an outstanding prospect in the 
shot putt and discus — she ts six times Brit- 
ish champion. twice Europe champion, and 
world record holder tn the former 

When not behind the reception desk, Kim 
can be found in the weights room, or hurling 
the discus @) times and the shot 100 times 
cach weck. 

“Tt still hasn't sunk in vet that Pm goimg, to 
\ihens. I've done the qualifying distances 
reecived the selection jetter, picked up my 
uniform, but | think it will only be at the 
opening ceremony that Pil realee what Pm 
mvolved with,” she satd 

Just don't tell the bosses she docs much 
of her training at Porismouth’s Mounthat- 
ten Centre, not femeraire. 
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Century for 


the Sporting 
Blues eight 
years ‘early’ 


A CENTURY of sport is being 
celebrated by Devonport Services 
RFC — cight years sooner than 
muny people might expect. 

The club, which has been a 


breeding ground for Services, na- 
tional and international rugby tal- 


cnt, ts looking to track down cx- 
players to share their memories of 
1K} years of the club, 

For years it was thought the club 
began life in 1912, but a delve into 
the history books and old newspa- 
pers has revealed the first games 
were played cight years earlier. 

In fact, the club began life as 
United Services Devonport in 
(904, but it was an all-officers affair 
~ and frankly not very good. In the 
first two seasons, they lost 25 of the 
32 fixtures they played. 

Only when the cluh opened 
up to ‘lower deck ratings’ as the 
newspaper of the day put it im 1912 
did its fortunes improve; that sca- 
son, when the club also gained its 
nickname of the Sporting Blues, 
Devonport lost just three times and 
notched up 16 victories. 

Since then, DSRFC has spawned 
37 internationals (the most recent 
for Malta), 7) county players, sever 
Barbarians, three England Colts 
ard three England U 16s 

“We tend to think of the club as 
a Naval club.” said club spokesman 
Mike Yeats, “but it belongs as much 
10 the Army and the RAF. The gun 
ners of 29 Regiment Royal Artilicry 
based al the Citadel in Plymouth 
are a source of players,” 

Since 1994, the club has mtro- 
duced youth rugby to its inventory 
-a move which has also helped re. 
cruiting for the Services. 

The side ts about to return to its 
roots by playing on the old RN En 
ginecring College pitch at Keyham, 
which is currently being upgraded. 

Ex-players should contact Mr 
Yeats at Devonport Services RFC, 


2nd Avenuc, Devonport, or e-mail 
dauonporteenices@yahoo.com 
® Also gearing up for an anniver- 


sary ate Portsmouth United Serv- 
ices REC, celebrating their 125th 
birthday in 2005, 

The team, who play at Burnaby 
Koad, arc — not surprisingly given 
their location — made up chiefly of 
sailors and Royal Marines, and are 
part-funded by RNRL 

The club’s director of operations, 
‘Burt’ Reynolds, ts keen for players 
from the side’s distinguished his: 
tory to get in touch ahead of the 
birthday, as well as find fresh blood 
in the RN for today’s side. 

Details vill e-mail 
info@usportsmouthric.co.uk, ar 
write to the club at its Burnaby 
Road home. 


—- 





THE RN’s track and field 


captains led by cxample 
when the Semor Service 


took on its rival forces at the 
annual Inter-Services Ath- 
letics Championships, this 
year hosted by RAF Cos- 


ford. 

POCPT) Neal Edwards (BRNC) 
and Lt Carolyn Lucecg (HMS 
Gloucester) both delivered win- 


ning pcrformances, writes WO] 
Paul Winton, RN Athletics team 
manager, 


Neal's season began with a re- 
sounding 400m hurdles win for 
the Combined Services against the 
might of Loughborough University, 
and ended with a personal best time 
and 4 very impressive win in the In- 
ler Services, Li Lucocy just edged 
a win in the women’s long jump and 
also picked up a bronze with a de- 
termined run in the 800n. 

Set Tim Watson (RMSM) 
picked up tus fourth gold medal 
in recent vears coming home first 
in the men’s 3,000m steeplechase, 
although not quite 0 welcome 
was the Jaree swelling on his knee 
acquired wt the final and very rigid 
barricr. 

Li Jule ‘Doc’ Robm (RCDM 
Birmingham) comfortably won 
siiver im the women’s discus whilst 
DSA Kelly Wharton and WTR 
Dolores Neverson (both LIMS Nel- 
son} won bronzes in the 1500m 
and 200m respectively. 

Particularly untucky not to win a 
medal was Lt Laurie Green whose 
excelicnt hurdling technique, de- 


the standard 


veloped in ber youth, saw her in 
very close finishes but just out of 
the medals as she gained fourth 
place in the women's [00m and 
400m hurdles. PO(PT) Kate Hay- 
den (HMS Nelson) also displayed 
great Courage and competitive sprr- 
it in covering late absences arising 
from injury and unavailability, un- 
fortunately her reward did not in- 
clude much luck as she just missed 
a medal by lem in her specialist 
event, the women’s triple jump. 

Year on year the women's team 
have narrowed the overall points 
gap with the other two services, this 
year was no exception and particu- 
larly pleasing was the comprehen 
sive beating of the RAP women into 
third place in the 4x400m relay. 

LWEA Dale Howard (HMS I}- 
lustrious) finished third in the men's 
high jump with a season's best per- 
formance — he can go higher still 
with some traming. The unluckiest 
member of the men’s tcam was SA 
Cornelius Deipesche (RNAS Yeo- 
vilton), a prolific and consistently 
high performing sprinter all season, 
who was edged into fourth place in 
the 100m and 200m. 

Many Royal Navy team men- 
bers recorded personal and sca- 
ss best performances imeluding 
younger dcbutants such as MUS 
Carl Ware (RMSM) in the men’s 
Sim and MEM Dan Raistrick 
(HMS Iilustnous) who completed 
an unusual trcbic in the pole vault, 
javelin and 3,000m steeplechase. 
However, it was hard to match the 
boyish enthusiasm of 50-year-old 
CPO(WEA) Paul Hillyard (CINC 


Fleet Portsmouth) as he pushed 


Crunch matches for RL side 





THLE first acid test for the RN's 
rugby league squad comes on 
home turf against the RAF as 
this year’s all-important Inter- 
Services cup takes place this 
month, 

A hecuc spell of matches before 
summer leave gave selectors a bust 
chance to look at the talent in the 
ranks ahead of the September 10 
clush at Burnaby Roud 

The State of Origin match be- 
iween the Eastern and Western 
Commands saw the trophy stay in 
the cast for the third successive 
year, but the game was much closes 
than the 24-12 scoreline suggests. 

Far more comprehensive was the 
RN's victory over the Prison Serv- 
ice in the heartland of the sport. 

The sailors and Royal Marines 
ran up 60 points against the jail. 
ers alt Swinton, including 10 goals 
from Scott Partis and a bevvy of 
tnes from across the squad; on the 
down sidc, the RN did concede 28 
points. 

The Royals fared less well in 
their clash with the Parachute Reeg- 
iment for the Trafalgar Cup on the 
red berets’ home turf of Aldershot. 

For most of the game the two 





@ A quick game of hot potato for the Royal Marines and the Para- 
chute Regiment: The Paras ran out 16-6 winners 


sides were evenly matched — @ try 
from Mne Davies converted by 
Szt Jamic Goss pegged the scores 
at 66 until late on when the Paras 
Fijian contingent had a hand in two 
tnes to seize the cup. 

The growing popularity of league 
means the first ship vs ship fixture 
is on the cards between HM Ships 


Picture LA(Phot) Nicola Harper 
Gloucester and Southampton; sis- 
ter destroyers York and Manches- 
ler are also keen to ect in on the 
act. 

As tor the Inter-Services, after 
the RAF clash, the RN side heads 
north to Richmond for the decid- 
ing fixture with the Army on Sep- 
tember 29. 


new boundarics in the pole vault. 

There were many other fourth 
place finishers, notably Cpl Brian 
Cole (AFCO, Luton) who ran a 
steady race in the men’s 5,000m 
to pick off his opponent and finish 
fifth. Those who know ‘ultra’ dis- 
lance runner Brian will appreciate 
ust how short this distance is for 
im —since then he has won the na- 
tional S50km championships against 
some very strong Opposition, 

In the multi-events champion- 
ships, RN champion Set Richie 
Hope (RM Stonchouse) finished 
third in the decathlon; he was 


















A: Country Companion 


Be prepared for anything with this ideal glove 
box accessory, Our country companion comes 
complete with a sat of binoculars, a 
multipurpose penknife, mini torch (battery 
included), plastic sheet, compass and whistie. 


Uniquely finshed with the Royal 
Navy crown printed on the case 


COMP01 £25.99 UK 


B: Sailors Pocket Knife 


This substantial stainiess 

stee! pocket knile is the 

pertect gift. The knife \ 
foids back into a ~ 
smooth dark wooden handie to 
give @ neat and safe finish 
Measures 9.5crm ooen 

{wood colour may vary, 

not availiable to under 18's) 


SPKO1 £14.99 UK 
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® Leaps of faith: (Above left) LWEA Dale 
Howard (HMS Illustrious) on his way to 
third place in the high jump and (above) 
AEM Colin Skiba 
the air in the long jump 


NAS) flies through 


Pictures, Garry Garbett. RAF Cosford 


well backed up by debutant MEM 
Josh Hazlewood (HMS Montrose) 
whose cxeclient performance, in bis 
lucky headgear, contributed to the 
Royal Navy team unusually beating 
the Army into third place. 

Lt Lucocg finished fourth in the 
women's beptathion. Her experi- 
ence of the event, which includes a 
previous win im the championship, 
proved an invaluable aid to the oth- 
er team members: WTR Neverson 
(HiMS Neilson) and PO Nicki Jones 
(HiMS Invincible) as they actively 
harried the other two Services all 
the way through the compctition. 


warm! 


D: Hip Flask 


who does? 


get lost! 
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Sport 


C: Walking Stick 

indispensable for « recreational rambie! 
Hidden within its handle, this cane 
cunningly conceais a phial; perfect for 
carrying # tot of something to keep you 





Fancy a tipple or know someone 


Then this is for you. 

Our traditional style hip flask is 
made from staintess steel with a 
capacity of 7oz. Uniquely 
engraved with the Royal Navy 
crown, featuring a flip-top 
stopper so the lid will never 
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Invincible pays 
the penalty 


THE Ladies’ Football Sevens tro 
phy is nestling in the trophy cabinet 
of HMS Drake after the maugural 
lournamernt in Portsmouth. 

Eight female squads from across 
the UK descended on the Solent 
for two leagues to determine the 
four best teams, Drake demolished 
Hustriouws in the scmis 74), Invinci- 
ble despatched Collingwood 3-4) 

The final was a much tighter af- 
fair, PO Ann McCaffrey fed OM 
Emme Griffiths to give Drake a 
long-standing lead, crased with a 
fairly scrappy cqualiser from LSTD 
Maric Mackall 

A sudden-death penalty shoot- 
out was needed to the settle the is- 
suc. OM(C) Becky Charker missed 
the target for Invincible. Drake's 
scasoned penalty taker OM(UW) 
Julic Hewitt showed no nerves as 
she slotted home to win the cup. 

Invincible did at least take home 
onc trophy: OM Jodie Jones was 
named player of the tournament. 


Drake bows down 
before Neptune 


POR the first time the RN's cricket! 
knockout cup has left English soil 
for MS Neptune. 

In their first appearance in the fi 
nal, Neptune took on HMS Drake 
at Burnaby Road in Portsmouth 
and, having won the toss, put their 
opponents in to bat, La Cdr Nick 
Slocombe with 36 and 60 from 
CPO ‘Daisy’ Adams were the hih 
lights as Drake notched up 181 fo 
7 off 35 overs. 

Despite losing their captain, |. 
Peter if scks, carly on, Neptune's 
scoond wicket partnership of May 
lom Blythe (SO NO) and Mne Rhys 
Barker, who hil an unbeaten 112 
off 83 delivenes. Barker, who also 
bowled cight respectable overs 
justly received the man-of-the- 
match award. 





For those days when you have lost your 
way, the brass handle unscrews to reveal 
4 compass to help you home 


WALKOT £29.99 UK 








HIPOT £16.99 UK 
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Survey sunsee 


HMS Echo, the Navy's new state-of-the-art survey 
ship, is seen here in the North Arabian Gulf where she 
has been operating during the past six months, map- 
ejinle Minl-me-7-2:)e)-leMmetelalelsleitiale meleict-lalelele-|*)llemclale Mullion 
oleelleleller:|Melel-l-la'tlilelsl-mom-laleMilslelisie Ma leMele-hulelelihy 


uncharted wrecks. 


Meanwhile her sister ship HMS Enterprise has left 
Devonport on her first deployment (inset). She is pro- 
grammed to conduct survey operations in the 
WiteteliCcldec[alt:tam-lalemelsl-me) Malm lle-l@elllil-t- mult (eMaclelece 
sent the Royal Navy at the French International Fleet 
Review held in the South of France. 

She will also join many nations taking part in the 
NATO exercise Destined Glory at the end of the year 
before spending Christmas off Malta. 

Her deployment will culminate at Monte Carlo where 
she will be the British representative at the annual 
lelalicieciale Me) MistcMiglCigal-lilelsli mal celdelele:l ell em Ollie =F 









A Marine from Alpha 
Company 40 Cdo RM 
makes a macabre dis- 
covery in Baghdad — 
during the Iran-iraq war 
m Hussein's men 
collected dead iranian 
soldiers’ helmets and 
concreted them into the 
parade ground. 

The Type 23 frigate 
HMS Somerset is also 
on patrol duty in the 
Northern Arabian Gulf 
as part of the multi- 
national coalition effort 
supporting the new 
iraqi regime in building 
a steady state. See page 
4 
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OUR brave and patriotic 

men with a combined a 

of 421 brought the traffic 

in central London to a 
standstill for a brief moment 
last month. 

Ex-CPO Bill Stone and Royal 
Naval Air Service First Mechanic 
Henry Allingham joined fellow cen- 
tenarians former Ptes Fred Lioyd 
and John Oborne at the Cenotaph 
in Whitehall for a moving service to 
mark the 90th anniversary of the 
start of World War I. 

As the quartet (led by Bill Stone, 
who adamantly spurned the offer 
of a wheelchair, relying on his 
stick) came out into the sunshine 
to take up their positions by the 
famous monument, a spontaneous 
and lengthy round of applause 
broke out. 

Apart from curious tourists, the 
sizeable crowd of onlookers 
included small children whose par- 
ents had specifically brought them 
along to witness a piece of history. 

As the final strike of nearby Big 
Ben faded away at liam, a bugier 
sounded the Last Post and a per- 
fectly-observed minute's silence 
followed, ended by Reveille. 

Guided by his escort, PO MEM 
Richard Blake from HMS 








Gloucester, Bill Stone — at 103 the 
“baby” of the quartet and the only 
survivor who fought in both World 
Wars — read the moving words 
from the poem For the Fallen: 
“They shall not grow old as we who 
are left grow old.” 

Wreaths were then laid by the 
veterans, Henry Allingham touch- 
ingly struggling to his feet to do so 
before, in a strong voice, reciting 
The Lord’s Prayer with Jack 
Oborne. 

Another poignant poem (in 
Flanders Fields) was read by Bill 
Stone, the National Anthem was 
sung and, as three cheers were 
called for the proud old men, a 
piper played a lament and they 
moved away to be presented with 
the newly instituted veterans 
badges (see page 2). 

As he guided the sprightly Bill 
Stone, oF barely ave a his stick 
for support and whose chest was 
festooned with medals, PO MEM 
Biake said: “It's been an honour. |! 
can't believe his age. I'll have to get 
someone to check his birth certifi- 
cate...” 

@ BRAVEHEARTS: Ex-CPO Bill 
Stone (left) and RNAS veteran 
Henry Allingham typify the spirit of 
the ‘lost generation’ 
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TO MATCH the reduced workload in Ship Repair at 
Portsmouth, 250 jobs are to go from the end of 


November. 


In line with the recent 
defence cuts, the Navy's pre- 
micr port is to lose seven 
ships and this, coupled with 
the fact that Fleet Support 
Lid has failed to secure 
docking periods for HMS 
Edinburgh and HMS 
Walney was bound to impact 
on the volume of support 
services provided by FSL. 

Managing Director lan 
Booth said the company had 
started consultation with the 
trades unions to explore ways 
in which it could avoid or 
minimise reductions. 
“Where reductions are 
unavoidable, we will initially 
seck mutually acceptable vol- 
unteers and only as a last 
resort seck to achieve reduc- 
tions through a sclection 
process, 

“In the meantime we are 
working closely with the 
Warship Support Agency and 
Vosper Thornycroft 
Shipbuilding to find ways in 
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which to mitigate job losses.” 
Support, advice and informa- 
tion on financial maticrs, 
external and parent company 
job opportunities, time off 
for job search and/or retrain- 
ing would all be made avail- 
able 

J As Navy News went to 
wess BARE Systems Naval 
Ships was about fo start pro- 
duction on the sccond Type 
45 destroyer at the Govan 
Shipyard, Glasgow, 

the stec! cutting ceremony 
was to be performed by the 
First Sea Lord, Admiral Sit 
Alan West. 

The ceremony provided an 
opportunity to bring together 
the next generation of Royal 
Navy ships and the next gen- 
eration of warship builders, 
as the company welcomed 
100 new apprentices to the 
Clyde facilities 

BAE Systems Naval Ships 
is now one of the largest 
recruiters of apprentices in 
the country 





